
























































Q8 - Comments continued, Page 5

¢ Attended wedding of grand daughters in N. Carolina. Plenty of space for games inside of barn. Was decorated for the area. Very
nice.

¢ Well executed, no interference with adjoining properties. Parking was adequate.
¢ Inan area built for that purpose.

¢ Executed well in a commercial area.

¢ What does this question have to do with the proposed use in the township?

¢ Event was many years ago when social norms and manners were different.
¢ Typically the barn events don't have proper bathroom and hand washing facilities. Mobile toilets can be set up, but you only feel
"so clean" after use. If I'm going somewhere to eat, like at a wedding, 1'd like a real bathroom w/running water.

¢ | have been to several different venues like this. Most have been very nice and also secluded. This type of facility should be well
away from residential & any populated areas.

¢ Parking, seating, better restrooms & more restrooms.

¢ Restrooms are a problem.

¢ They had good quality porta johns :) Parking was all over the place. Music was loud.
¢ poor

Parking ruined yard, it was definitely loud to surrounding neighbors, got rowdy later in the night.

The adjoining neighbors didn't appear to like it. Houses adjacent to venue were for sale = lower home values. Parking, although
somewhat planned for was way over flowing. No place to safety park.

¢ It was aclass reunion at a pre-existing barn. | think we should use buildings that are already here instead of building more.
¢ Went well. |

¢ Thought good use of existing structure.

¢ Very well executed, clean, away from everything.

¢ One, it was in the commercial area!

¢ Every time it has been at least 23 miles from the towns people.

¢ It was held way away from peoples homes so as not to disturb them so there are no complaints so everyone is happy.
¢ The setting was nice and allowed for indoor & outdoor spaces to be used seamlessly. Event ended at an earlier time then other sim-
ilar events in a commercial setting. Parking & bathrooms are always tricky.

¢ Noisy - can get rowdy - depends on event type.

¢ It was asmall wedding reception. It was nice. The barn was clean, nicely repaired and well suited for a casual party. It still looked
like a barn, just clean and minimally modified to suit the new purpose, e.g.. Levei floors, bathrooms and regular s



Q9 - What is your age range?

Q9 - Age Range of Respondance - By Percentages

Q9 - Age Range of Respondance - By Count
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Q10 - In what district/area of the Township do you live or own property?
Select all that apply.

Q10 - What District/Area do You Live or Own Property In?
By Percentages

Recreational

Residential
66%

Industrial
0%

Left Blank Village
2% 1%

Q10 - What District/Area do You Live or Own Property In?
By Count

292
85
49

Residential Recreational Agricuttural Commercial Industrial Viilage Left Blank
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Acreage allows for parking area not along roadsides.

Why does Northwood's Soda conduct business in a residential zone? Why does the corner of Old M72 and M72 have a 3 car
garage retaining wall and no dwelling for living space?

Acreage allows for parking areas, not along roadside.

Garbage rental responsible by people interested in obtaining event.
Have ending time for music at 10pm. Limit the number per township. Based on complaints - review the site - and perhaps alter

permission based on complaints by neighbors to the next site request, retains local neighborhood control. Or change sites from
weddings - Picnics time p???

Taxes should be adjusted to meet what other businesses pay.

Event Barns are fine if they are well run & neighbors are in agreement to having one nearby.

| feel farmers need to have other avenues to create more business & the barns are a part of our history. Would rather see
them used then torn down.

If this was adopted for our township | think limited hours of operation would be important so events couldn't go on all night!
If located in agricultural zone, then ONLY an existing historical barns. No other structures.

| am basing my answers on the assumption that it is located in an agricultural zone.

If event barns are permitted, there must be some regulations imposed so that event barn activities do not get out of hand. For
example, permit, no hard liquor; 11:00pm closing; revocation of privilege if rules broken; written permission from neighbors.
It is naive to think there would be no problems. I.e.. Drinking and driving, especially on rural & residential roads. Drug use etc.
Impaired driving, disruption & noise.

Some operators will be considerate and responsible but others will be inconsiderate and irresponsible. Penalties should be
considerable and sever enough to prevent problems.

| think event barns are fine, but not at the expense of the neighbors. Also | would not like this to turn into another version of
short term rental, where people buy or build barns solely for the purpose of events.

We should not lose this opportunity to use our rural land as others have done.

Residents pay high taxes for their peace and serenity. Please do not allow this to happen anywhere.

If the barn is in an area that is zoned commercial it would be fine.

If a property owner is using an agriculturally zoned bldg. for commercial use, they should not receive subsides (tax).

Be sure to include enough property for off road parking, otherwise | am in favor.

Not interested in "Event Barn" development (new bldg. etc.) If there is an existing barn | might reconsider my answers, de-
pending on where located. There is an event barn off Bracket Rd and always the casino.

Too many "Festivals" here now. Can someone understand what "NO" means. You had a decisive turnout this year on it.

Cook Road is in horrible condition. The thought of increased traffic with NO plans for road improvement is not acceptable.

Hello and thank you for the survey. Call if extra help is needed in future. HM Whitewater staff - Elected Officials are the Best.
Thank you.

Nobody wants another Castle Farms next to their house. A large farm could do meetings, weddings and maybe acoustic music but
no lights, stacked amps, smoke etc. Exactly how you put them in a zoning ordinance?? Good Luck - | doubt you can. Zone it out.

Since facilities, amenities, space, parking access, etc. all need to be considered, what about permitting process as a special use?

Whitewater Twp. needs to stay out of private interest. If a person owns a barn and wants to rent it that’s none of your business.
Govt needs to stay out of private transactions. (None of your business)

Why is the Twp. getting into the rental business? This is a private trans.

Event barns that are 1. sited properly 2. with light pollution restrictions 3. sufficient on-site parking 4. noise restrictions

and 5. 10 to 20 acres between event barn and nearest neighbors add real estate value for township. There are already plenty
of venues in Grand Traverse County for holding large events. Indoor venues are numerous and do not adversely affect
neighboring home owners.

Too many people waling back road, kids play in street most of us move to this area for the peace and quiet if not we would be
living in Traverse City.

We need things like this so we don't have to go to TC, Kingsley or Cadillac to have a wedding reception for our kids. It doesn't
have to be a barn.

Less porn shops - more event bars = win for township & residents.

Traffic, roads, and noise would be the major problems.
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| think there should be very specific requirements on the type of events allowed depending on the facility. The proximity to
residential neighbors and the impact on the nearby environment. Violation of restrictions or illegal activity should mean a total
shutdown not just a fine.

Since noise is such a big factor in my opinion, this should be limited to just already established park areas with same restrictions
parks hold. | am not really a fan of this - | would not want to be outside hearing this.

Barn parties should be watched over very carefully. Noise, parking, heat/cool, approximate numbers of people. * A set of rules
need to be in place.

When done with proper rules and regulation the Event Barn would be welcome. Also a way for barns to be persevered. The one
we attended was well maintained. Very orderly even when music inside was playing there was little noise outside.

We believe that an Event Barn done with regulations would be an asset to our community and a way for our farmers to subsidize
their income & keep barns from being torn down.

Business needs to be in commercial areas and pay appropriate taxes, not side step taxes via S.U.P. zoning needs to be respected!

"Event Businesses" should be located in previously zoned commercial areas. No special use permits. Do not bring the noise,
traffic, and light pollution closer to residential areas than previously zoned.

Great idea, would need to manage the noise such as a curfew etc.
Do not want is in this area.

Noise from outdoor events.

| believe in the right setting these absolutely should be allowed! Farmers have the right to use their barns the way they want as
long as it does not infringe on their neighbors rights.

| see this as a properties rights issue. As long as the neighbors are not being bothered, there should be no problem. It would be a
good thing for our township.

Enjoyed my experience. It was nice seeing an old barn put to good use. The atmosphere was great.

State use tax should be charged! Help our schools & roads :)

From what I've read, this activity has limited appeal in local activity and duration. | don't feel this would contribute to our
community.

Williamsburg is such a small residential community, | don't see the benefits of having an event center like this.

No benefits of an event center in this residential community.

Why not grain silo weddings etc. | live on Elk Lake road and traffic is bad enough. Half of the weddings nowadays end in divorce!
It's a (fad) but thanks for doing the survey.

Fix our roads! It is not an event barn if a barn has to be build! It is an event barn if the barn already exist on the property.
People drive far to fast down these rural roads. Add more traffic, unfamiliarity and alcohol and it will be a mix for accidents.

How will you handle liquor licenses? Concerned about people who have too much to drink driving into mailboxes, trees, off the
narrow, unlit rural roads causing both property & personal harm/damage/injury.

We live in a neighborhood in the Village of Williamsburg, adjoining the preserve. Much wild life is also becoming endangered and
sois plant & tree species. Barns will help make country in the long run.

Promote the preservation of barns only - don't ruin the quiet beauty of the countryside.

I represented a group of neighbors who owned homes on residentially zoned lands next to a 20 acre agricultural zoned property.
Every event caused an unreasonable interference to the neighboring property owners. Events held on the property resulted in
numerous lawsuits, including those against the township.

Why is the township proposing all this money for improvements to the park. We don't need all those boats in Elk Lake or outside
people using and abusing our park. Residents who pay taxes, at one time could use the park to put their boats in and take them
out in the fall. No benefits now the townships making money.

The current fad of "Rustic" events will fade, but by then the owners of these venues will have become "addicted" to revenues, and
will have to cast a wider and wider net for event types to backfill their revenue. (exotic dance night anyone?)

Must control development in twp. especially important in R1 areas.

Be smart about development in twp.

Needs to be respectful of adjacent property owners. Limit events, curfew on events and noise control.
Ridiculous.... Why is this a thing?

Just a fad.
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¢ My concern is hundreds of cars driving in a small area on somewhat residential roads, not knowing quite where they are going.
¢ Event Barns are to be original, existing barns - businesses. If new barns/building it would be same as a new business.

¢ | donot believe it is the township's place to allow some people to make money to the detriment of other residents.

¢ Be careful here. Aweeding with 100 people is much different than a concert with 1000 people. My gut feel is that the voters
would not approve event barns. We love our rural township.

¢ | feel thisis an excellent idea for use of some of our beautiful old barns and allows the farmer a way to earn a little revenue, as
they show off there great structure. It's a beautiful venue for a wedding/reception.

¢ Definitely need to be able to limit size, frequency of gatherings If this is allowed. Strict enforcement of noise ordinance would be
important along with parking and time frame these gatherings could be held at.

¢ | think you'd have to look long and hard at this issue. No one wants be close to a loud, late night, on going event(s). It would
change the character of living out of town with quiet and privacy without limits. | am opposed. With limits. I'm still quite
concerned.

¢ Why does the township want this type of activity knowing it will affect residential areas that are proximate? The peace of
residents should not be sacrificed for the profit of a few barn owners who want such a commercial use.

¢ | heard that a potential site is off of Cook Rd which is horrendous. Why don't we focus on fixing our roads and what needs
updating rather than building something new that could harm our community as well as the wildlife around us?

¢ The only benefit that | see to this is a revenue stream for barn owners. It wouldn't bring added business/tourism to the township
because of the size of the township, very small.

¢ Hereis the bottom line on the barn. **** See attached scanned letter at the end of comments.
¢ We are a quaint small township that does not need an event center especially in a residential area.

¢ If you allow the event barn on Cook Road | hope you will also allow bed & breakfast in the area.
¢ | think event barns are great, but it is important any neighbor that is directly impacted has to be given opportunity for a forum
to discuss opposition.

¢ Events should have ample parking on the property for guest as not to have over spilled parking on the sides of the road.

¢ Parking on premises not on road!

The only part of Whitewater Township that could handle the traffic, noise, etc. is some of the vacant land south of 72. Even then,
the traffic at the Broomhead & M72 end Fife Lake/72 intersections would be a problem.

¢ Agerange, this should beirrelevant! We already have light pollution & heavy traffic related to the casino. There are more traffic
accidents all the time. Our great township park & ramp is always busy... Does Elk Lake and its area need even more tourists?

¢ The required setback distance from neighbors and the number of days and frequency of usage will be important to show that
residents rights are being protected and prioritized. Thank you for you service.

& Keep & promote local services: i.e. catering, lodging, transportation & entertainers.
& ****Thereis a letter that was attached that will be added to the end of the survey report. Too long to type in this space.

¢ Strongly opposed to this type of development; twp. leadership should enforce current zoning requirements.

¢ Opposed to this type of development; twp. leadership should be representing the residence and be voting based on their
personnel opinion.

¢ Sound, especially at night, can travel very far. Access only off major road/highway - not a residential area.

¢ Thisis a tricky subject. Great thought should be given before decisions are made. | believe our #1 asset is our residents.
You must ask yourself, would | want to live next door to an event barn?

¢ Believe event barns are a good thing as long as it doesn't bother neighbors.

& ***¥* Acomment for #3 was very long and has been included at the end of this report.
& **** Al residents renting their barns - Too long, this has been included at the end of this report.

¢ Noshared driveways. Designated safe parking. Not on roadways, lights out or music done by midnight.
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¢ Too much potential for problems that would impact surrounding residents.

¢ Asaresident and taxpayer of Whitewater Township, I'm strongly opposed to any event barn in the area.

¢ Make sure the master plan provides underlying land use support for this, generally, and may resulting zoning text authorizing
this land use.

¢ Opposed to an event barn.

¢ |do not feel this type of thing should be allowed in our neighborhood. People already drive too fast on our road (Cook Rd) as
itis. The noise would be disrupting not to mention impact it would have on the wildlife in our area. Do not think this is a good
idea at all.

¢ Keep noise inside structure. Curfew - posted "letter" of respect from owner & township.

¢ Itis one thingto repurpose a barnin a rural area it is another thing to build a party center. Of biggest concern is noise, lighting,
traffic for near by residents.

¢ The barn should meet current building codes & have safety features adequate for public assembly.

¢ | would not want noise to be a problem for people living near by.

¢ There should be some noise and traffic restrictions.

In the USA property owners have rights. Their rights must be maintained and honored. If one has concerns, worries about
another's property, they can propose a sale/purchase offer and try to purchase that portion of land.

¢ My primary concerns are that any increase in the commercial use of properties in non commercially zoned areas has a minimal
impact on the quality of life of the neighbors.

¢ As previously noted one or more members of the Planning Commission were illegally appointed. This is lawless and sets a terrible
example. How can the citizens trust you to act lawfully and appropriately when this illegality, poiatedoct specifically with cotation
to appicusle law, continues unchcebieted! Do you have any respect for the law? (could not read a lot of the handwriting)

¢ Event Barns should not be allowed in residential proximity. Traffic issues/road congestion, noise pollution regulations,

compliances, monitoring.

Outdoor music or concerts would not be acceptable.

| think the Barn should be on a picturesque piece of land, peaceful but not near residential neighborhoods. So residents don't
need to put up with noise, lights, parking or crowds. Would the barn be used only on weekends? Holidays? Is the township to

¢ Music shut down by 10:00pm. For noise events done by 11:00pm. Limit size of gathering to 250 or less.

¢ Sound carries in open areas. Friends of ours that live miles away from concert venue in Detroit area clearly hear music at night.

¢ We got property 54 yrs. ago - for the peaceful setting - now a rental moved in next door - 4 to 5 car loads most of the
summer - no longer peaceful.

¢ Let common sense prevail in all decisions.

¢ My concern is that the noise volume should be control, have plenty of parking so that cars are not on the road parked.
And control of alcohol consumption.

¢ | would limit size of event to the amount of acres of buffer to neighbors.

¢ Concern that if this is allowed anyone can build a barn for this purpose only.

¢ Anyone who wants an event barn will build it if this passes for residential use which is wrong!
¢ Taxes on agriculture land are different than commercial and can't have both on same land.

¢ Totally against all barns unless in areas zoned commercial or industrial. Against all concerts or live music.

¢ Thank you for using "opinion"! Feeling doesn't do it. This is a well thought-out, yet limited survey. Thank you for affording
us the opportunity to respond. A major concern is enforcement. It can be almost impossible to do. Also, policy and procedure
holds little “water”. People think it’s a suggestion. | am opposed to having event barns.

¢ This survey is great & all, but why don't we put some effort into fixing our roads. Cook Rd tears up my vehicle. Cram Rd isn't any
better. Even Vinton needs repairs.
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¢

While it's nice more businesses want to come into our Township, we should be focusing on our current businesses & residents
by fixing our horrible roads & aging infrastructure. That should be our 1st objective.

Very concerned about the enforcement of regulations are the area's law enforcement agencies able to be staffed to
accommodate this?

Hope this would not affect events at Samuels Farm. They have been very quiet and peaceful in the past.

| trust any board member who may be looking at operating a venue will abstain from voting on this proposal.

Would be a shame to allow "outsiders" to buy land & put up an "event barn" as a business. Taking advantage of our rural
character.

Opposed to this type of development in any district.

| believe that any event barn will become a little Woodstock.

Most people attending events would be local people. Possibly a small increase in local business.

Totally opposed to such a development.

The Barn Events should not be permitted.

My household is strongly against event barns in any residential area.

These venues need to be very well thought out. Neighbor disputes, parking, noise and safety can't happen if planning isn't
in place to control them.

Like the township the way it is.

No one has a problem with a commercial business but, don't cause additional issues you can't police.

Agricultural - Zoned - road is probably residential

*x*x | etter is attached to the end of this report.

| am ultimately very concerned with the extremely vague language and tone of unwanted assumptions prevalent in all these
questions. Any type of new building or construction should be considered as a commercial endeavor.

| don't want it on Cook Rd or another residential area. Cook Rd is already in a bad state holes everywhere in pavement.

If an event barn saves a barn from neglect, then I'm all for it. It's sad when a barn falls down from disuse and no one takes care

of it. Main concern | would have is that they have plenty of parking space on their property for the size of the events they hold,
and not on the street.

If events are disruptive to neighbors the facility should be shut down. Pole buildings are not (must not) be classified as "Barns"!
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All residents renting their barns should have a plan with diagrams showing infrastructure
layout such as parking, toilets etc... for the event as well as approval from neighbors if
within sound reach of the event. A permit fee should be charged for each event and a
non-refundable bond to the township to discourage violations. The township should be
able to revoke at any time permits to violators.

| answered “no opinion” on guestion 3 on the number of events because |
feel strongly about not interfering with property rights however, any event
would have to be very sensitive to others property rights!

| am very cqncerned about the noise, impact to infrastructure roads/traffic
and proximity to residential homes. Once in a while could be dealt with but,
if it was going to be a business and done on a regular basis as is suggested
to provide venues for rent, then much would need to be considered,

The property should be large enough to allow for parking, noise and traffic
isolatlon from neighbors. It would also seem that a permit process would be
imperative so the township could keep some sort of control and allow for
the township to have written requirements for each venus,




May 11, 2019

FROM: Dave Witt
5936 Linderleaf Lane
Williamsburg Michigan 49690-8631

TO:  Whitewater Township
PO Box 159
Williamsburg MI 49690

Here is the bottom line on the barn. | do not want anything that will increase my taxes or
devalue my home.

If the barn becomes a hit, there will be increased traffic damage to the roads. In winter
there will be an increase in snow removal.

There will be the need for police. What thief could resist a full parking lot knowing that
no one will be in the parking lot? OK For this business but will it open the door for more
business? The barn is permitted why not me?

| imagine there are folks who can only see the increased revenue provided by the barn.
When you consider the above, we will be in the hole.



May 20, 2019
To: Whitewater Township Zoning Board

From: Michele Mueller
7482 Cook Rd.
Williamsburg, Ml 49690

Thank you for allowing the residents of Whitewater Township the opportunity to fill out
the questionnaire regarding Event Business/Barns in our township. | attended the
earlier meetings and have appreciated the emails containing the minutes of your
monthly meetings.

In addition, | have a few comments/concerns about the focus and priorities that the
township has. As we know, we can'’t stop progress, as in the eventuality of issues like
event barns. However, as | drive home everyday from work | travel on Cook Rd. which
is in need of repair, | pass other residences that have junk accumulated on their
property, and the condition of the maple trees on the right of way are not only a danger
but are unsightly. This is not to mention the wood left on the road from trees that have
been more or less taken down. Does anyone wonder if that presents a fire hazard?
And yet, we spend time pondering an event barn.

As a homeowner, | pay my taxes on time, | spend countless hours keeping up on our
property to protect its value and also support my neighbors efforts that do the same. |
spend my earnings on maintaining the buildings on my property as any responsible
homeowner should. |too have a historic barn on my property that | have put
considerable dollars into to keep it from becoming an eyesore to the community as well
for my own use and enjoyment. This was done without grants or any assistance. The
county even has a picture of it on some of their web pages. Yet at times it all seems
futile in light of the attention a party barn gets over keeping up with infrastructure of the
township.

Even if an event barn policy is put in place, my barn, historic as it is, would not qualify
because of the intended set backs and parking issues. That is not my concern. My real
concern is to get the assistance we homeowners need to keep our roads, tree
maintenance, junk accumulation, etc in focus. These are the things that our tax dollars
are supposed to be used for....or....what am | missing?

| oppose the “party barn” that was proposed earlier on the Cook Rd property and any
future move toward any new facility in our community. The property owners have not
followed the original idea behind the farmer using his barn to create extra revenue when
needed. They simply tore it all down. They didn't restore anything. There are other
historic barns following the proper procedures to create events on their property. In light
of having done the extensive work to my barn and knowing first hand what it takes, |
would only support a proposal that follows the simple idea of using the historic barn in
the correct way.



If there is a way to help Cook Rd repairs and tree maintenance to get some attention,
please let me know how to go about that.

Thank you for your time.

Michele Mueller

o




Whitewater Township Event Barn Survey

Over the past months there has been much discussion on the topic of event barns. Event barns are agricultural
barns/structures which are transformed to provide a new venue for weddings, parties or similar events. Townships need
to be aware of how these facilities may impact their communities. We are interested to know what township residents
and property owners think regarding these types of facilities. Whitewater Township is attempting to find a balance
between the rights of barn owners and the interests of the community. Thank you for taking time to answer this survey.

1. In what district/area of the Township would an event barn be most suitable? Select all that apply.
Agricultural

Commercial

Industrial

Recreational

Opposed to this type of development in any district

No opinion

Other

e

2. Inyour opinion, what is the minimum acreage appropriate for this type of development? Select all that apply.
1-5 acres

6-10 acres

11-15 acres

16-20 acres

20+ acres

No opinion

Other

™m0 o0 T

3. Inyour opinion, what would be an appropriate number of events to be held during each calendar year?
0-10

11-20

21-30

30+

Opposed to any number of events

No opinion

Other

R

4. Do you have any concern(s) regarding event barns? Select all that apply.
Noise

Light pollution

Impact on traffic/roads

Number of events

Proximity to residential uses

No concerns about event barns

Other
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5. Inyour opinion, what do you see as potential benefits of event barns? Select all that apply.
Preserves the rural character of the township

Adaptive, flexible use of barns/structures

Opportunity for an additional revenue source for owners of barns/structures

Increased tourism in the township

There are no benefits

Other
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6. Inyour opinion, what types of activities should be allowed to be held at an event barn? Select all that apply.
Weddings/Receptions

Parties: anniversaries, graduations, reunions

Picnics

Concerts

Other

None
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7. Have you attended an event at one of these facilities?
o Yes
o No

8. If you answered yes to #7, what was your impression (things that were executed well, or could have been
improved)?
Comments:

9. What is your age range?

a. 18-30
b. 31-40
c. 41-50
d. 51-60
e. 60+

10. In what district/area of the Township do you live or own property?
Residential

Recreational

Agricultural

Commercial

Industrial

Village
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Additional Comments:

Please return your survey to the Township by June 30, 2019. You may mail them to Whitewater Township, PO Box 159,
Williamsburg, M1 49690, or drop them off in the outside drop box ONLY. We ask that you only fill out one survey per
person. If there are more qualified voters in the household who would like to participate, you may pick up another
survey from the township offices or download from the township website.

Revised: 03/27/2019



