


TOWNSHTIP OF WHITEWATER

COUNTY OF GRAND TRAVERSE, MICHIGAN
CEMETERY ORDINANCE

ADOPTED: July 20, 1982
EFFECTIVE: July 20, 1982
An Ordinance to protect the public health, safety and general welfare
by establishing regulations relating to the operation, control, and
management of cemeteries owned by the Township of Whitewater, Grand Traverse
County, Michigan; to provide penalties for the violation of said Ordinance;
and to repeal all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict therewith.
TOWNSHIP OF WHITEWATER
COUNTY OF GRAND TRAVERSE, MICHIGAN
ORDAINS:
SECTION T
TITLE
This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Whitewater Township
Cemetery Ordinance.

SECTION IT
DEFINITIONS OF CEMETERY LOTS AND BURIAL SPACES

A, A cemetery lot shall consist of burial spaces sufficient to
accommodate from one to six burial spaces.

B. An adult burial space shall consist of a land area four feet wide
and ten feet in length.

SECTION ITT
SALE OF LOTS OR BURIAL SPACES

A. Hereafter, cemetery lots or burial spaces shall be sold to only
residents or taxpayers of the Township for the purpose of the burial of
such purchaser or his or her heirs at law or next of kin. No sale shall
be made to funeral directors or others than as heretofore set forth. The
Township Clerk, however, is hereby granted the authority to vary the afore-
said restriction on sales where the purchaser discloses sufficient personal
reason for burial within the Township through previous residence in the
Township or relationship to persons interred therein.

B. All such sales shall be made on a form approved by the Township
Board, which grants a right of burial only and does not convey any other
title to the lot or burial space sold. Such form shall be executed by the
Township Clerk.
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C. Burial rights may only be transferred to those persons eligible to
be original purchasers of cemeteryalots or burial spaces within the Township
and may be effected only by endorsement of an assignment of such burial
permit upon the original burial permit form issued by the Township Clerk,
approved by said Clerk, and entered upon the official records of said Clerk.
Upon such assignment, approval and record, said Clerk shall issue a new
burial permit to the assignee and shall cancel and terminate upon such
records, the original permit thus assigned.

SECTION IV
PURCHASE PRICE AND TRANSFER FEES

A. The Township Board by Resolution may periodically set and adjust
the fee for burial spaces to accommodate increased costs and needed reserve
funds for cemetery maintenance and acquisition.

SECTION V
GRAVE OPENING CHARGES

A. The opening and closing of any burial space, prior to and following
a burial therein, and including the interment of ashes, shall be at a cost
to be determined from time to time by Resolution of the Township Board,
payable to the Township.

B. No burial spaces shall be opened and closed except under the
direction and control of the cemetery sexton. This provision shall not
apply to proceedings for the removal and reinterment of bodies and remains,
which matters are under the supervision of the local health department.

SECTION VI
MARKERS OR MEMORTALS

A. All markers or memorials must be of stone or other equally durable
composition.

B. Any monument must be located upon a suitable solid foundation which
extends at least four inches beyond the marker and is flush with the ground.

C. Only one monument, marker or memorial shall be permitted per burial
space.

SECTION VII
INTERMENT REGULATIONS

A. Burials are permitted only from April 1 to December 1

B. Only one person may be buried in a burial space except for a
mother and infant or two children buried at the same time.

C. Not less than 36 hour notice shall be given in advance of any
time of any funeral to allow for the opening of the burial space.

D. The appropriate permit for the burial space involved, together with
appropriate identification of the person to be buried therein, where necessary
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shall be presented to either the cemetery sexton or the Township Clerk
prior to interment. Where such permit has been lost or destroyed, the
Township Clerk shall be satisfied, from his or her records, that the person
to be buried in the burial space is an authorized and appropriate one
before any interment is commenced or completed.

E. All graves shall be located in an orderly and neat appearing manner
within the confines of the burial space involved.

SECTION VIIT
GROUND MAINTENANCE

A. No grading, leveling, or excavating upon a burial space shall be
allowed without the permission of the cemetery sexton or the Township Clerk.

B. No shrubs, trees shall be planted without the approval of the
cemetery sexton or the Township Clerk. Any of the foregoing items planted
without such approval may be removed by the Township or the cemetery sexton.

C. The Township Board reserves the right to remove or trim any tree,
plant or shrub located within the cemetery in the interest of maintaining
proper appearance and the use of the cemetery.

D. Mounds which hinder the free use of a lawn mower or other gardening
apparatus are prohibited.

E. The cemetery sexton shall have the right and authority to remove
and dispose of any and all growth, emblems, displays or containers therefor
that through decay, deterioration, damage or otherwise become unsightly,

a source of litter, or a maintenance problem.
F. Surfaces other than earth or sod are prohibited.
G. All refuse of any kind or nature including, among others, dried

flowers, wreaths, papers, and flower containers must be removed or deposited
in containers located within the cemetery.
SECTION IX
FORFEITURE OF VACANT CEMETERY LOTS
OR BURIAL SPACES
Cemetery lots or burial spaces sold after the effective date of this
Ordinance and remaining vacant 40 years from the date of their sale shall
automatically revert to the Township upon occurrence of the following events:
A, Notice shall be sent by the Township Clerk by First Class
mail to the last known address of the last owner of record informing him of the
expiration of the 40 year period and that all rights with respect to said lots
or spaces will be forfeited if he does not affirmatively indicate in writing
to the Township Clerk within 60 days from the date of mailing of the notice
his desire to retain said burial rights.
B. No written response to said notice indicating a desire to

retain the cemetery lots or burial spaces in question is received by the
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Township Clerk from the last owner of record of said lots or spaces or his
heirs or legal representative within 60 days from the date of mailing of said

ROE1LESs SECTION X
REPURCHASE OF LOTS OR BURIAL SPACES
The Township will repurchase any cemetery lot or burial space from the
owner for the original price paid the Township upon the written request of
said owner or his legal heirs or representatives.
SECTION XTI
RECORDS
The Township Clerk shall maintain records concerning all burials, issuance
of burial permits, and any perpetual care fund, separate and apart from any
other records of the Township and the same shall be open to public inspection
at all reasonable business hours.
SECTION XII
VAULT _
All burials shall be within a standard concrete vault installed or con-
structed in each burial space before interment.
SECTION XIV
PENALTIES
Any person, firm or corporation who violates any of the provisions of the
within Ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to a
fine of up to $100.00 and/or imprisonment for up to 90 days in jail as may
be determined by a court of competent jurisdiction.
SECTION XV
SEVERABILITY
The provisions of the within Ordinance are hereby declared to be
severable and should any provision, section or part therof be declared
invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such
decision shall only affect the particular provision, section or part thereof
involved in such decision and shall not affect or invalidate the remainder
of such Ordinance which shall continue in full force and effect.
SECTION XVI
EFFECTIVE DATE
This Ordinance shall take effect on July 20, 1982. All ordinances or
parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP BOARD
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TOWNSHIP OF
WHITEWATER
COUNTY OF GRAND
TRAVERSE, MICHIGAN
CEMETERY ORDINANCE
‘Adopted: July 20, 1982
Effective: July 20, 1982
An Ordinance fo protfect the
public health, safety and
general welfare by es-
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fablishing regulations

relating to the operation, con-
frol, and management of
cemeteries owned by the
Township -of Whitewater,
-Grand Fraverse County,
Michigan; to provide
penalties for the violation of
said Ordinance; and fo repeal
all ordinances or parts of or-
dinances in conflict
therewith. :
TOWNSHIP OF VyH&gEWATER

COUNT
GRAND TRAVERSE,

MICHIGAN

ORDAINS:

SECTION | -

TITLE
'This. Ordinance - shall be
known and cited as the
Whitewater Township
Cemetery Ordinance. :
: SECTION 1

DEFINITIONS OF CEMETERY
LOTS AND BURIAL SPACES -
A. A cemetery lot shall consist
of burial spaces sufficient to
accommodate from one to six
burial spaces.
B. An adult burial space shall
consist of a land area four feet
wide and ten feet in length.

SECTION IlI
SALE  OF LOTS OR BURIAL
SPACES :

wA. Hereafter, cemetery lots of
burial spaces shall be sold fo

only residents or faxpayers of
the Township for the purpose
of ‘the burial of: such
purchaser or his or her heirs
at law or next of kin. No sale

shall be made to funeral direc-

tors or others than as
heretofore set forth. The
Township Clerk, however, is
hereby granted the authority
fo vary the aforesaid restric-

~ tion on sales where the

purchaser discloses sufficient
personal reason for buriaf
within the Township through
previous residence in the
Township or relationship to
persons interred therein.

B. All such sales shall be
made on a form approved by
the Township Board, which
grants a right of burial only
and does not convey any other
title to the lot or burial space
sold. Such form shall be ex-
ecuted b?l the Township Clerk.
C. Burial rights may only be
transferred to those persons
eligible to be original
gurchasers of cemetery lots or

urial spaces within the

Township and may be effected
only by endorsement of an as-
signment of such burial per-
mit upon the original burial
permit form issued by the
Township Clerk, approved by
said Clerk, and entered upon
the official records of said
Clerk. Upon such assignment,
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approval and record, said
Clerk shall issue a new bugial
permit to tLhe assignee a

1e Township Board by
jon may periodically
d adjust Tﬁe fee for
spaces to accommodate

funds for cemetery.
nance and acquisition.
L SECTION V.

GRAVE OPENING CHARGES

A. The opening and closing of
any burial space, prior fo and
following a burial therein,
and including the interment
of ashes, shall be at a cost to
be determined from time to
time by Resolution of the
Township Board, payable to
the Township.

B. No bu‘ria’)spaces shall be
opened and closed except un- |
der the direction and control
of the cemetery sexton. This
provision shall not apply to
proceedings for the removal

and reinterment of bodies and |

remains, which matters are
under the supervision of the
local health department.

. SECTION VI

- be of stone or other
|ly durable composition.
monument must be

together with appropriate
identification of the person to
be buried therein, where
necessary, shall be presented
to either the sexton or the’
Township Clerk prior fo inter-
ment. Where such permit has
been lost or destroyed, the
Township Clerk shall be
satisfied, from his or her
records, that the person to be
buried in the burial space is
an authorized and appropriate
one before any inferment is
commenced or completed.
E. All graves shall be located
iin an orderly and neat ap-
pearing manner within the
confines of the burial space
involved. ‘
SECTION VIII
GROUND MAINTENANCE
A. No grading, leveling, or ex-
cavating upon a burial space
shall be allowed without the
permission of the cemetery
sexton or the Township Clerk.
B. No shrubs, trees shall be
planted without the approval
of the cemetery sexton or the
Township Clerk. Any of the
foregoing items planted
without such approval may be
removed by the Township or
the cemetery sexton.
C. The Township Board
reserves the right to remove
or trim any tree, plant or
shrub located within the
cemetery in the interest of
‘maintaining proper ap-
pearance and the use of the
cemetery. -
D. Mounds which hinder the
free use of a lawn mower or
other gardening apparatus
are prohibited.
E. The cemetery sexton shall
have the right and authority
to remove and dispose of any
-and all growth, emblems, dis-
plays or containers therefor
that through decay, deteriora-
tion, damage or otherwise
become unsightly, a source of |
litter, or a maintenance
problem.

' F.Surfaces other than earth or .

sod are prohibited.
G. All refuse of any kind or
nature including, among
others, dried flowers,
wreaths, papers, and flower
containers must be removed
or - deposited in containers-
located within the cemetery.
SECTION IX
FORFEITURE OF VACANT
CEMETERY LOTS

OR BURIAL SPACES |
Cemetery lots or burial spaces
sold after the effective date of
this Ordinance and remaining
vacant 40 years from the date
of their sale shall automatical-
ly revert fo the Township
.upon accurrence of the follow- .
ing events:
A. Noftice shall be sent by the
Township Clerk by First Class
mail to the -last known ad-
dress of the last owner of |
record informing him of the

expiration of the 40 year
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"be open fo all public inspec-
tion af all reasonable busine

ours. :
SECTION XII
: S VAULT
All burials shall be within a
standard concrefe vault in-
stalled or constructed in each
burial space before interment.
SECTION XIV.
PENALTIES
Any person, firm or corpora-
tion who violates any of the
provisions of the within Or-
dinance shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be
subject to a fine of up to
$100.00 and/or imprisonment
for up o 90 days in jail as may
be determined by a court of
competent jurisdiction.
SECTION XV.
SEVERABILITY
The provisions of the within
Ordinance are hereby
declared fo be severable and
should any provision, section
or part thereof be declared in-
valid or unconstitutional by
any court of competent
jurisdiction, such decision
shall only affect the particular
provision, section or part
thereof involved in such deci
sion and shall not affector in-
-validate the remainder of such
Ordinance which shall.
tinue in full force and e
SECTION XVI.
EFFECTIVE DATI
This Ordinance shall

feet on July 20, 19825°All or-
dinances or pantstof or-
dinances in co erewith

are hereby ref

d.
WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP

- i BOARD
Margaret E. Becawith, Clerk
6, 1982-11

Whitewater Township

} SS.

.................................................... being duly sworn

STATE OF MICHIGAN

County of Grand Traverse

deposes and says he is one of the printers and
RECORD EAGLE, a daily

newspaper printed and published in Traverse City,

publishers of the

Grand Traverse County, Michigan, and circulating
in said county, that the............ccccooeeeeiiiiininnn. T

NOEd G e

a copy of which is hereunto annexed, has been

published in said RECORD EAGLE once each day

as follows:

S

Notary Public in and for Grand Traverse
County.

Commission Expires............ Mld/ .............
5

THOMAS F. LAMIE
Netary Public, Grand Traverse Co., Michigan
My Commissicn Expires November 28, g2



plays or confainers therefor
that through decay, deteriora-
tion, damage or otherwise
become unsightly, a source of |
litter, or a maintenance
problem. :
F. Surfaces other than earth or
sod are prohibited.
G. All refuse of any kind or !
nature including, among
others, dried flowers,
wreaths, papers, and flower
containers must be removed
or - deposited in- confainers-
located within the cemetery.
SECTION IX
FORFEITURE OF VACANT
; CEMETERY LOTS
OR BURIAL:SPACES
Cemetery lots or burial spaces
sold after the effective date of
this Ordinance and remaining
vacant 40 years from the date
of their sale shall automatical-
ly revert to the Township
-Upon occurrence of the follow-
ing events: ;
A. Notice shall be sent by the
Township Clerk by First Class
mail to the -last known ad-
dress of the last owner of
record informing him of the
expiration of the 40 year
period and that all rights with
respect fo said lots or spaces
will be forfeited if he does not
affirmatively indicate in
writing to the Township Clerk
within 60 days from the date
of mailing of the notice his
desire to refain said burial
rights. :
B. No written response to said
notice indicating a desire to
refain the cemetery lots or
burial spaces in question is
recejved by the Township
Clerk from the last owner of
record of said [ofs or spaces or
his heirs or legal represen-
' tative within 60 days from the
date of mailing of said notice.
SECTION X ‘
REPURCHASE OF LOTS
OR BURIAL SPACES
The Township will repurchase |
any cemetery lot or burial |
space from the owner for the
original price paid the |
Township upon_the wriﬂen‘
1

request of said owner or his
legal heirs or representatives.
SECTION XI
RECORDS
The Township Clerk shall
maintain records concerning
all burials, issuance of Burial
permits, and any perpetual
care fund, separate and apart
from any other records of the
Township and the same shall
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WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE CERTIFICATE

STATE OF MICHIGAN. : )
" .NSHIP OF WHITEWATER )
COUNTY OF GRAND TRAVERSE )

I, the undersigned, being the duly elected and
qualified Clerk of the Township of Whitewater, do hereby
certify that the attached Amendment # 1 to the Whitewater
Township Cemetery Ordinance # 12 is a true and correct copy as
adopted by said Township at a Regular meeting of the Township
Board held November 17, 1987.
I, do further certify that said Amendment # 1 to the
Whitewater Township Cemetery Ordinance # 12 was published on
the 24th day of November, 1987 in the Traverse City Record-Eagle,
a newspaper of general circulation in said Township and that said
Amendment # 1 was effective upon publication of said Amendment.
I do further certify that the members of the Township
Board voted upon the said Amendment # 1l as follows, viz:
For the Amendment: E. Galligan, Ostlund, Shaffer and Beckwith.
\gainst the Amendment: None
Absent: Trustee D. Galligan excused
I further certify that said Amendment was duly filed
in the Whitewater Township Book of Ordinances within one week
after publication thereof.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
27th day of November, 1987.

73%%g;a¢¢4fé?.éiiﬁéanﬁf/ 5224{
4

Margaret E. Beckwith
Whitewater Township Clerk




35.003

35.006

35.007

35.009

35.012

AMENDMENT # 1 TO WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP CEMETERY ORDINANCE # 12

Sec.
D

Sec.

S&cs

Sec.

Sec.

3 SALE OF LOTS OR BURIAL SPACES.

Lot owners shall not allow interments in their lots in
return for remuneration of any kind.

6 MARKERS OR MEMORIALS
No more than four markers per grave site for four individual
cremains or one marker for all cremains. Individual markers
for cremains shall be flush with ground and shall be no
more than 12" x 24".

Should any monument or memorial become unsightly, dilapidated
or a safety hazard, the Board shall have the right, at the
expense of owner, to correct the condition or remove the same.

7 INTERMENT REGULATIONS
No lot shall be used for any other purpose than the burial
of the human dead.

9 FORFEITURE OF VACANT CEMETERY LOTS OR BURIAL SPACES.
It is the responsibility of the lot owner to notify the
Board of any change of address.

12 VAULT
Cremains shall be in an approved container.




‘ NOTICE
The Whitewater Township
Board adopted Amendment
to the Whitewater
Township Cemetery Ordinance
#12 at their regular meeting
held November 17, 1987.
The amendment contained
the foliowing restrictions:
Lot owners shall not’allow
interments in their lots in re-

turn for remuneration of any
kind. ‘

No more than four markers
per grave site for four in-
dividual cremains or one
marker for all cremains, [n-
dividual markers for cremains
shall be flush with ground and

- shall be no more than

12"x24",
Should any monument or
memorial become unsightly,

“dilapidated or a safety  haz-

ard, the Board shall have the
right, at the expense of
owner, to correct the condi-
tion or remove the same.

No lot shall be used for any
other purpose thgn the burial

_ of the human dead.

It is the responsibility of
the lot owner to notify the
Board of any change of ad-
ress.

Cremains shall be in an
approved container.

true copK of the
amendment mun e obtained
from the Township Clerk’s of-
fice, 8901 M-72 East, Wil-
liamsburg, MI 49690, tel,
267-5706. The amendment is
effective upon publication.
Margaret Beckwith

Whitewater Township Clerk
Nov. 24, 1987 — 1T

STATE OF MICHIGAN }

County of Grand Traverse

.................................................... being duly sworn
deposes and says he is one of the printers and
publishers of the RECORD EAGLE, a daily
newspaper printed and published in Traverse City,

Grand Traverse County, Michigan, and circulating

in said county, that the................cooovevevniierinei .

AT re

a copy of which is hereunto annexed, has been

published in said RECORD EAGLE once each day

as  fOlloWs: ...t

G Dl L

E. Dolores FEikey
.. g Notary Public, Grand Traverse. Cqunty, MI
Expires....... 500 LUOUC, Grand Traverse, ! )
Commission Exp My Commission Expires Oct. 19, 199]




WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE CERTIFICATE

State of Michigan )
Township of Whitewater ) §
County of Grand Traverse )

I, the undersigned, being the duly elected and qualified clerk of the Township of Whitewater, do
hereby certify that the attached Amendment No. 2 to Ordinance No.12 to the Whitewater
Township Ordinances is a true and complete copy as adopted by the Whitewater Township
Board at a regular meeting of the said Township Board held on December 17, 2002

I do further certify that a true and complete copy of Amendment No. 2 to Ordinance No. 12 was
published on December 30, 2002 in the Traverse City Record Eagle, a newspaper of general
circulation in Whitewater Township, and that Amendment No. 2 to Ordinance No. 12 becomes
effective 30 days after the date of publication.

I do further certify that the members of the Township Board voted upon Amendment No. 2 to
Ordinance No. 12 by the following vote:

For the ordinance: Couturier, Hockin, Hubbell, Amos, Beckwith.

Against the ordinance: None.

Absent: None.

I further certify that Amendment No. 2 to Ordinance No. 12 was duly filed in the Whitewater
Township Book of Ordinances within one week after publication thereof.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this 6th day of January, 2003

Qe No<hc

Carol Hockin
Whitewater Township Clerk
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP

AMENDMENT NUMBER 2 to
ORDINANCE NUMBER 12
CEMETERY. ORDINANCE

Public Notice is hereby given
that Amendment No. 2 to Or-
dinance No. 12, Whitewater
Township  Cemetery  Ordi-
nance, was adopted by the
Whitewater Township Board at

a regular meeting held on De-

cember 17, 2002.

Amend Section 7 B. to read:
Only one person may be bur-
ied in @ burial space except for
a mother and infant or two
children buried at the same
time. For interment of cre-
mains, up to four cremains
may be buried in one burial
space.

Amendment No. 2 to Ordi-

nance No. 12 shall become ef-
fective 30 days after the date
~ of publication.

Carol Hockin

Whitewater Township Clerk
December 30, 2002-1T

STATE OF MICHIGAN
County of Grand Traverse } SS.

Michael C. Nau being duly sworn deposes and
says the annexed printed copy of notice was
taken from the Traverse City RECORD-EAGLE,
a newspaper printed and circulated in said
State and County, and that said notice was

published in said newspaper on the following
dates:

p(Qr‘Vc, 30, 290>~

that he or she is the agent of the printers of said
newspaper, and knows well the facts stated

hel’W

I
Subscribed and sworn to befoyeyme
this_é,éékﬁ day of A@Q/ 20.d 2~

Z, @Mw@a} Z@

E. Dolores Eikey

Notary Public in and for

Grand Traverse County, Ml

Commission Expires September 14 2004




WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP
AMENDMENT NUMBER 2 to ORDINANCE NUMBER 12
CEMETERY ORDINANCE

Public Notice is hereby given that Amendment No. 2 to Ordinance No. 12,
Whitewater Township Cemetery Ordinance, was adopted by the Whitewater Township
Board at a regular meeting held on December 17, 2002.

Amend Section 7 B. to read: Only one person may be buried in a burial space
except for a mother and infant or two children buried at the same time. For
interment of cremains, up to four cremains may be buried in one burial space.

Amendment No. 2 to Ordinance No. 12 shall become effective 30 days after the
date of publication.

Carol Hockin
Whitewater Township Clerk
December 30, 2002 -1T




