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Meeting Minutes September 11, 2024 7:00 p.m. 

 

1. Mic Check, Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance   

Call to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Roll Call of PC Members  

All Planning Commission (PC) Member’s Present:  Linda Slopsema, Al Keaton, Mike Jacobsen, Heidi 

Vollmuth, Carlyle Wrouble, Keith DeYoung and Denise Peltonen. 

3. Set/Adjust Meeting Agenda 

No adjustments. 

4. Declaration of Conflict of Interest pertinent to agenda items 

No declarations of conflict. 

 

5. Public Comment – Any person shall be permitted to address a meeting of the PC. Public 

comments shall be carried out in accordance with the following rules and procedures:  

a. Comments shall be directed to the PC, with questions directed to the Chair.  

b. Any person wishing to address the PC shall speak from the lectern (or use the raise hand 

feature if Zoom is being utilized) and state his/her name and address.  

c. Persons may address the PC on matters that are relevant to Township planning and 

zoning issues.  

d. No person shall be allowed to speak more than once on the same matter, excluding the 

time needed to answer a PC member’s questions.  

e. Public comment shall be limited to 3 minutes per person. 

 

Vikie Beam spoke during Public Comment. 

 

6. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting/s:  August 7, 2024 

Motion to Approve Minutes by Mike Jacobsen, Seconded by Al Keaton. All were in favor, 

motion carried. 
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7. Correspondence:   

a. Lois MacLean recording secretary resignation 

b. Antrim County Master Plan adoption 

c. PC Bylaw adoption – rule of necessity definition added 

d. Denise Peltonen – Farm Businesses 

 

Discussions, no motions for votes made. 

 

8. Reports/Presentations/Announcements/Comments – Read and Review together  

a. Zoning Administrator – Graber –  August report 

b. Chair – Slopsema – Chair Resignation timing, Recording Secretary resignation 

c. Township Board Representative – Vollmuth    

d. ZBA Representative – Wroubel  

 

Discussions, no motions for votes made. 

 

9. Unfinished Business  

a. Zoning Ordinance Update Randy memo  

 

Discussion page 26, 27, 28 and 29 of the meeting packet. 

 

i. CO-PUD record trace – DeYoung / Vollmuth 

 

Discussion, new committee to investigate was suggested. 

 

ii. Zoning Map – Mielnik 

 

Discussion of new Zoning Map, Add Boardman River and larger small Lakes 

names. 

 

iii. General Ordinance 26 – Land Division per ZO section 12.11 note 5 

 New ZO section 4.12 dimensional requirements  

 

Randy to contact Attorney. Discussion on Budget and Cost of Attorney, 

time frame reference to changes.  Board Consensus. 

 

iv. Any other Items 
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No discussion. 

 

v. Next action:  Forward to twp board / joint special meeting?  

Discussion. 

 

b. Master Plan Draft Review / Discussion / Forward to Board – Mielnik   

Master Plan Motion: 
Motion to submit the Draft Master Plan (with amendments described tonight) to the Whitewater 
Township Board for the following purposes: 
 
Motion by Keith DeYoung for the Whitewater Township Board to review and comment on the draft. Give 
authorization to distribute the draft for comment to all entities previously notified of the intent to adopt and 
amend the Master Plan in accordance with the Michigan Planning Enabling Act. And the Planning Commission 
requests that the Township Board formally act to assert its right (or not assert its right) to approve a Master Plan 
in accordance with MCL 125.3843. 
Motion Seconded by Heidi Vollmuth. 
Roll Call Vote, All PC members voted Yes. Motion carried. 

 

10. New Business  

No new Business 

 

11. Next Meeting:  10/2/2024 

 

12. Public Comment 

 

Connie Highmore and Heidi Vollmuth spoke. 

 

13. PC Discussion/Comments  

a. Key Notes to share at next Regular TB Meeting  

Discussion 

b. Action Items for PC Members reviewed  

 

Discussion 

  

14. Continuing Education  

a. MTA seminar renewable energy, STR – Graber 
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Presentation  

 

b. Land pollution – Peltone (In an April 4, 2023 opinion requested by state regulators, 

Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel said state environmental law places a “due 

care” obligation on property owners whose land is polluted by historical pesticide use 

even though the contamination occurred before they brought it.) 

 

15. Adjournment  

Motion for adjournment made by Al Keaton and seconded by Mike Jacobson, all were in favor. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:51 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Keith DeYoung,  

Planning Commission Secretary  

 


