
WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION  

Agenda for Special Subcommittee Meeting 

March 17, 2023, 9:00 AM 

Whitewater Township Hall 

5777 Vinton Road, Williamsburg, MI 49690 

Phone 231-267-5141/Fax 231-267-9020 

 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82354376787?pwd=RjIrR2JrWCtLaEJ2K1pFUDRVa0dDZz09 

  

Meeting ID: 823 5437 6787 

Passcode: 208303 

One tap mobile   +13126266799,,82354376787#,,,,*208303# US (Chicago) 

Dial by your location    +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

       

 

A. Call to Order 

B. Roll Call of Subcommittee Members 

C. Set/Adjust Meeting Agenda 

D. Declaration of Conflict of Interest 

 

E. Public Comment 

 Any person shall be permitted to address a meeting of the township board.  Public comment 

shall be carried out in accordance with following board rules and procedures: 
1. Comments shall be directed to the board, with questions directed to the chair. 

2. Any person wishing to address the board shall speak from the lectern and state his or her name and address. 

3. Persons may address the board on matters that are relevant to township government issues. 

4. No person shall be allowed to speak more than once on the same matter, excluding the time needed to 

answer board members’ questions.  The chair shall control the amount of time each person shall be allowed 

to speak, which shall not exceed five (5) minutes. 

  

F. Special Subcommittee Meeting Business  

1. Review and Discuss Version 2 of Resident Survey (Attached) 

2. Potential Survey Mechanism 

2. Potential Recommendations to PC  

3. Any related topic that the subcommittee wishes to discuss.   

   

G. Subcommittee Comments/Discussion – Next Meeting Date 

H. Public Comment 

I. Adjournment  

 
 

Whitewater Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to individuals with disabilities 

who are planning to attend.  Contact the township supervisor at 231-267-5141 x23. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82354376787?pwd=RjIrR2JrWCtLaEJ2K1pFUDRVa0dDZz09
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Whitewater Township Master Plan 

Community Survey – Version 2 

 

 
Whitewater Township is beginning the job of updating its Master Plan.  A Master Plan describes the 
history, current state, and future vision for our community.  It is a road map that guides decisions and 
proposes action steps for growth and development is ways desired by residents.  The Whitewater 
Township Planning Commission is leading this process which includes substantial opportunities for voices 
to be heard on a range of issues.  The first opportunity is this community survey.   Please take a few 
moments to consider the questions and provide your thoughts and opinions.  Please also look for other 
opportunities to weigh in later this year, as the Master Plan takes shape.  Your input is valued, 
appreciated and confidential.     

 
 

Question Group 1 A Little About You 
1. What Age Group Do You Fall Into?  
 
Under 18 35 - 44 65 - 74  
18 - 25   45 - 54 75 and over
26 - 34 55 - 64   

 

2. Describe your association with Whitewater Township (check all may that apply). 

I am a full-time resident I own property in Whitewater Twp. but do not live in Whitewater Twp. 
I am a seasonal resident I own property in Whitewater Twp. and live in Whitewater Twp. 
None of the above



I am employed by a business or other entity in Whitewater Twp.

3. Do you live, own property, own a business, 
or work north or south of M-72? 

 

 

North 

South 
  None of the Above 
 

4. Do you live, own property, own a business, 

or work east or west of Elk Lake Road, or 
Williamsburg Road? 

 
North 

South 
  None of the Above
 
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Question Group 2 General Views on Growth and Development 
5. On a scale of 1 to 5, do you think Whitewater Township has been changing for the better or worse in 

the last 10 years in terms of physical development?   

Worse  Neutral  Better 

1 2 3 4 5 

Please share your thoughts concerning why you answered as you did.  

Quality Of New Development  
Too Much Development  
Not Enough Development  
Types Of New Development That Has Occurred 
Lack Of Infrastructure to Support Development  
Traffic  
Other – Explain _____________________________________________________ 

 

6. In terms of the existing pattern of physical development, please indicate an area where you think 

Whitewater Township should address to improve livability:   

  Property Maintenance  
Increase Affordable Housing or Local Housing Options 
Increase Retail Options  
Address Traffic Congestion/Dangerous Intersections  
Increase Employment Opportunities  
Develop Convenient Bike Trails and Walking Paths 
Other – Explain _____________________________________________________ 
None _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Question Group 3 Rural Character and Agriculture 
7. Loss of rural character is sometimes mentioned as a concern when new development is proposed.  

However, the term “rural character” can be vague.  Please indicate two of the following landscape 

elements that you most associate with rural character in Whitewater Township.  

Open fields  

Orchards and other agricultural land  

Woodlot and forests  

 Views of Natural Stream and River Corridors   

 Lake Views 

 Dwellings on very large parcels.   

 Farm buildings and related architectural elements     

 Roadways with limited development on either side 

 Extended views of undeveloped land across the landscape  

 Other (explain)_____________________________________________________ 
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8. In your opinion, identify the most scenic views from a public road in all of Whitewater Township? 

Please be a specific as possible______________________________________________ 

 

9. Much of the land North of M-72 is zoned Agricultural in Whitewater Township.  The minimum required 

lot size in the Agricultural Zoning District is 1 acre (43,560 square feet – or about 200’ x 217’).  In your 

mind, is this 1-acre minimum lot size appropriate?  

 

Yes   

No   

Not Sure   

 

10. Much of the land South of M-72 is zoned Recreational (RC-1) in Whitewater Township.  The minimum 

required lot size in the RC-1 District is 5 acres (217,800 square feet – or about 300’ x 725’).  In your 

mind, is this 5-acre minimum lot size appropriate?  

 

Yes   

No   

Not Sure   

 

11. Agricultural tourism is a broad category of activities that can include road-side stands, u-pick 

operations, and other activities incidental to the operation of a farm that brings members of the public 

to the farm for educational, recreational, or retail purposes.  To what degree are you supportive of 

more agricultural tourism activity in Whitewater Township?  

 Very Unsupportive  

 Unsupportive   

 Indifferent   

 Supportive  

 Very Supportive  

 

Question Group 4 Commercial Development   
12. Portions of the M-72 corridor through Whitewater Township lends itself to future commercial 

development and redevelopment.  Generally speaking, what qualities should future commercial 

development exhibit in order to fit within your image of well-planned corridor (pick up to 2)?     

Smaller Building Footprints (I.E., Buildings Less Than 75,000 Square Feet)  

Limited Curb Cuts and Access Roads  

Extensive Landscaping  

Sign Controls (Size, Illumination, Etc.)   

Themed Building Designs and Related Architectural Elements 

Limited Site Lighting 

Mixture Of Uses (Potentially Retail, Services, Office, Residential, Etc.) 

None Of the Above  

Other (Describe)_______________________________________________________ 

Other (Describe)_______________________________________________________ 
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13. The Village of Williamsburg (North of M-72) was once a commercial center.  While some evidence of 

this remains today, many buildings were demolished years ago.  Today we have mix of public buildings, 

cemetery, residential uses and commercial uses.  Should redevelopment take place in the years to 

come, which of the following scenarios would you most like to see?  Responses to this question may 

indicate the need to adjust existing development standards and permitted land uses in the township 

zoning ordinance.   

 

Encourage redevelopment into a downtown-type setting with small-scale retail, commercial          

services, restaurants and upper floor housing.   

Encourage Higher Density Residential Redevelopment (Townhomes or A Format Similar to 

Millbrook Estates South Of M-72) 

 Something Else (Explain) _______________________________________________________ 

      

Question Group 5 Housing  
14. Short-term rentals (i.e., Airbnb and VRBO) of private residential homes occur in some communities, 

and this activity is particularly popular in Northern Michigan.  The term "Short-term rental" typically 

means the rental of a dwelling unit for less than 30 consecutive days.   What are your thoughts 

whether short-term rentals should be allowed in Whitewater Township?  (Note: A Bed and Breakfast is 

different than a short-term rental and is permitted as a Special Use in Whitewater Township.  

Additionally, state law could change how a local government regulates short-term rentals in the 

future).   

 

Short-term rentals should be prohibited in Whitewater Township.   
Short-term rentals should be allowed in Whitewater Township without any local regulation. 
Whitewater Township should regulate short-term rental activity in some fashion (i.e., licensing 

mechanism, limits for how many short-term rentals a property owner could operate, limits on 
how many short-term rentals can be approved in a community, etc.) 

Not Sure  
 

Question Group 6 Alternative Energy 
15. Large solar or wind facilities are not uncommon in Michigan (Neighboring Acme Township approved 

50-acre solar farm off M-72 a few years ago).   Large solar or wind facilities produce larger amounts of 

power delivered to the grid, and do not include individual systems serving individual properties (i.e., 

solar panels on roof tops).   There are no current plans for an alternative energy facility in Whitewater 

Township, but what are your thoughts about such a facility in the future?        

I support alternative energy and believe that the environmental benefits outweigh impacts on the 
appearance of the local rural landscape.    

I support alternative energy, but I also want to see basic planning and approval safeguards to 
minimize off-site impacts.    

  I am only supportive of alternative energy, if all off-site impacts are fully addressed.     
I do not support alternative energy systems in a township like Whitewater.  
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Question Group 7 General  
16. How important is it for the Township to develop or improve the following over the next 10 to 20 years? 

And, do you support paying additional funds for this? 

 

Very 
Important 

Somewhat 
Important 

Slightly 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Do you support 
paying 

additional 
funds for this? 
Yes No 

Village Of Williamsburg       
Shoreline And Waterway Protection        
Community Center       
Fire Protection       
Emergency Medical Services       
Zoning Regulations       
New Township Hall       
Web/Televised Township Meetings       
Walking/Bike Paths       
Farmland/Open Space Preservation       
Availability Of Public Water       
Recreation Facilities       
Community Events/Festivals       
Library       
Senior Services       
Park Facilities       

 

17. What else would you want the Township to know that has not been asked on this survey?  Your answer 

to this question is very important to understanding what residents of Whitewater Township desire. 

 

Please be a specific as possible_____________________________________________________________ 

 


