
https://zoom.us/j/96985363979?pwd=SHo2bUFKakJoWlBBWWIvbXRwR0p5UT09
https://zoom.us/j/96985363979?pwd=SHo2bUFKakJoWlBBWWIvbXRwR0p5UT09
https://zoom.us/u/a1vHbbRit
https://zoom.us/u/a1vHbbRit
mailto:supervisor@whitewatertownship.org
mailto:clerk@whitewatertownship.org
mailto:treasurer@whitewatertownship.org
mailto:trustee02@whitewatertownship.org
mailto:heidivyourtrustee@gmail.com
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https://www.watershedcouncil.org/


https://www.michigan.gov/egle
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3307_3515_103222---,00.html
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(0va4b30kk5vtzmiatazf4fom))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=2021-SB-0319
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(0va4b30kk5vtzmiatazf4fom))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=2021-SB-0319
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(t1swoymt0egzcw4msvwnwc4z))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=2021-SB-0320
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https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3307_3580---,00.html
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2798Y7K
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_eisFwCCyT9Gxb016g7q1Nw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_eisFwCCyT9Gxb016g7q1Nw
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3307_3580_66835---,00.html


https://www.michigan.gov/ogl/0,9077,7-362-86094---,00.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7F7cCnILYYc
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3306_57064---,00.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNWAerr_xEE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mhwmky_qlpc


https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3307_3580---,00.html
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Whitewater Township 

Fund/Dept/Acct Vendor Name 

Dept: 253 Treasurer 
101-253-860 Mileage Reimbursem, 

ARDELLA BENAK 
LOIS MACLEAN 

Dept: 265 Township Hall & Groun 
101-265-740 Operating Expense & 

CHERYL A GOSS, PETTY CA 

101-265-811 Waste Removal Servi 
AMERICAN WASTE 

101-265-851 Internet/Website 
CHARTER COMMUNICATIOt\ 

101-265-922 Electricity 
CONSUMERS ENERGY 

101-265-923 Electric Heat 
CONSUMERS ENERGY 

101-265-924 Telephone 
CHARTER COMMUNICATIOt\ 
SCI NETWORKS 

Dept: 276 Cemetery 
101-276-922 Electricity 

CONSUMERS ENERGY 

Dept: 400 Planning Commission 
101-400-901 Publishing 

TC RECORD-EAGLE, INC. 
TC RECORD-EAGLE, INC. 

Dept: 405 Zoning Administrator/F 
101-405-804 Professional Services 

ROBERT A. HALL-CZS 

101-405-860 Mileage Reimbursemi 
ROBERT A. HALL-CZS 

INVOICE APPROVAL LIST BY FUND REPORT 
Bills for Approval 04/13/2021 Date: 04/03/2021 

Invoice # Invoice Desc. 

12/18/20-03/05/21 
02/08-03/26/2021 

Time: 4:40 pm 
Page: 2 

Check # Due Date Check Date Amount 

Total Dept. Board of Review: 

46444 03/08/2021 03/16/2021 
46486 03/26/2021 03/30/2021 

Total Dept Treasurer: 

59.56 

120.50 

160.16 
44.80 

204.96 

204.96 

PARK/TWP HALUELECTIONS 46482 03/30/2021 03/30/2021 27.99 

4240257 03/01-03/31 /2021 

03/01-03/29/2021 

206434965701 02/10-03/10/2021 

206434965702 02/10-03/10/2021 

03/01-03/29/2021 
1975268 03/14-04/13/2021 

20207 4639540 02/10-03/10/2021 

46443 03/01/2021 03/16/2021 

46446 03/01/2021 03/16/2021 

46448 03/10/2021 03/16/2021 

46448 03/10/2021 03/16/2021 

46446 03/01/2021 03/16/2021 
46456 03/14/2021 03/16/2021 

rotal Dept Township Hall & Grounds: 

46448 03/10/2021 03/16/2021 

27.99 

17.00 

17.00 

109.99 

109.99 

151.46 

151.46 

603.76 

603.76 

49.99 
175.96 

225.95 

1,136.15 

29.03 

29.03 

Total Dept Cemetery: 29.03 

02212055 LEGAL NTC OF PUB. HRG.-RC 46458 02/28/2021 03/16/2021 
02212055 LEGAL NTC. OF PUBLIC HRG. 46458 02/28/2021 03/16/2021 

Total Dept. Planning Commission: 

MAR 2021 03/01-03/31/2021 46487 03/25/2021 03/30/2021 

MAR 2021 03/01-03/31/2021 46487 03/25/2021 03/30/2021 

112.15 
112.15 

224.30 

224.30 

1,400.23 

1,400.23 

15.62 

15.62 









 

                   WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT 
8380 OLD M-72  PO BOX 9  WILLIAMSBURG, MICHIGAN 49690   231.267.5969  FIRECHIEF@WHITEWATERTOWNSHIP.ORG 

 

 
Committed to proudly serving the community with professionalism and integrity. 

14.1.2 

 

MEMO 
 

To:  Whitewater Township Board  
 
From:  Fire Chief Brandon Flynn  
 
Date:  March 31, 2021  
 
Subject: Replacement of fire department snowmobiles request  
 
 
In February of 2021, the Whitewater Township Fire Department received 2% grant 
funding in the amount of $14,700 to replace one of the two aging fire department 
snowmobiles. 
 
Attached is pricing from two local snowmobile dealers, one from Classic Power 
Equipment for a Polaris Snowmobile and another from Long Lake Marina for an Arctic 
Cat snowmobile. Both are comparable in price; however, Classic Power Equipment has 
better pricing with a Government pricing program offered through Polaris Inc. and has 
more optional equipment giving the Polaris a better value over Arctic Cat. 
 
Polaris 2022 800 Titan XC, $11,796.00 plus fees and options. $13,376.00 
 Options include: Front bumper with winch and rear hitch. 
 
Arctic Cat 2022 Norseman X8000, $12,538.00 plus fees and options. $13,393.00 
 Options include: Front bumper and rear hitch only. 
 
I would ask that the Township Board consider replacing both snowmobiles at this time 
to show good faith with our community partner GTB.  I am recommending the purchase 
of two Polaris Snowmobiles as indicated on the attached quotation at a total cost of 
$26,554.00. With the 2% grant funds of $14,700, the total cost burden to the Township 
would be $11,858.00. 
 
An appropriate motion would be: 
 
Motion to allow Chief Flynn to purchase two Polaris snowmobiles as outlined on the 
Classic Power Equipment quotation with funds from the Fire Capital account. 
  

i 0 
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Whitewater Twsp. Fire Rescue 
Whitewater Twsp. Fire Rescue 
PO Box 159 

Long Lake Marina 
9685 US 31 South 

I nterlochen MI 49643 
231-276-9910 

Purchase Agreement 

Williamsburg Ml 49690 810-217-2718 - Brandon Flynn 
firechief@whitewatertownship.org 231-267-5969 - Fire Station 

03/16/2021 
Order No. 
Salesman Paul Leman 

I hereby agree to purchase the following unit(s) from you under the terms and conditions specified. Delivery is to be made 
as soon as possible. It is agreed , however, that neither you nor the manufacturer will be liable for failure to effect delivery. 

Unit Information 
New/U Year Make Model VIN/Serial No. Stock No. Price 

New 
New 

2022 Arctic Cat 
2022 Arctic Cat 

(C)Customer Added Options (applied): 

(C)Customer Added Options: 
Add: Tow Hitch and Bumper Both units 

Trade Information: 

NorsemanX8000 
NorsemanX8000 

Monthly Payment of $0.00 

$1 ,000.000 

For 0 

Retail Price 

Norseman 
Norseman 

(C)Customer Added Options Total 
Labor 
Freight 
Prep/Rigging 
Title Fee 
Filing Fee 
Delivery 
Trailer Plate Fee 
Customer Rebates 
Promotions 
Service Contract 
Property / Liability 

Cash Price 
Trade Allowance 
Payoff 

$12,438.00 
$12,438.00 

$24,876.00 
$1,000.00 

$0.00 
$0.00 

$400.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 

$26,276.00 

$0.00 
$0.00 

Net Trade $0.00 
Net Sale (Cash Price - Net Trade) $26,276.00 
Sales Tax $0.00 
Title/License/Registration Fees $30.00 
Document or Administration Fees $125.00 
Credit Life Insurance $0.00 
Accident & Disability $0.00 

Total Other Charges (Tax/Fees/Ins.) $155.00 
Sub Total (Net Sale+ Other Charges) $26,431.00 
Cash Down Payment $0.00 
Amountto Pay/Finance $26,431.00 

Months at 0.00% Interest (For qualilfied buyers) 
NOTICE TO BUYER: (1) Do not sign this agreement before you read it or if it contains any blank spaces to be filled in . (2) You are entitled to a completely filled in copy of this 
agreement. (3) If you default in the performance of your obligations under this agreement, the vehicle may be repossessed and you may be subject to suit and liabili ty for 

th~ unpaid indebtedness evidenced by this agreement. 

TRADE-IN NOTICE: Customer respresents that all trade in units described above are free of all liens and encumbrances except as noted . 

•w;th Approved Cre,m. Interest ''.tes and monthly payment are appro~;mate and may vary from those determ;ned by t'/":j. 0 
Customer Signature · Dealer Signature 2 ~~ 

. . - . V 
Thank You for You Business! 



WILLIAMSBURG MI 49690 

WILLIAMSBURG MI

$200.00

$14,699.00

$11,796.00

P&A

$13,376.00

$0.00

$13,148.00

$14,699.00

$13,376.00

$13,376.00

($2,903.00)

2882798, 2882784, 2883850, 2882812. INCLUDES FRONT BUMPER WITH
INTEGRATED WINCH AND REAR HITCH

$0.00

$13,376.00

8380 OLD M 72

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPT

49690

$0.00

0

5858 MOORE ROAD
CLASSIC POWER EQUIPMENT

231-267-9400

03/22/2021

$14,699.00POLARIS

800 TITAN

800 TITAN XCNew TEMP

0

0
0

0

2022

$1,152.00
Option Created From Sales Deal

ANDY ELMY

Buyer's Order

Model Serial No. Stock No.Dealer Retail Price________________________________________________________________________________________________

Manufacturer Base Price

Customer Price

Manufacturer Options (M)

Dealer Added Options (D)
Freight

Order No.

Dealer Prep

_______________________________________
Cash Price
Trade Allowance
Payoff

Net Trade
Net Sale

_______________________________________

(Cash Price - Net Trade)

Sales Tax

Salesman

License/Registration Fees
Processing Fee

Credit Life Insurance
Accident & Disability_______________________________________
Sub Total (Net Sale + Other Charges)

Cash Down Payment
Amount to Pay/Finance

I hereby agree to purchase the following unit(s) from you under the terms and conditions specified.  Delivery is to be made

Options:

Notes:

Trade Information

Theft Protection

as soon as possible.  It is agreed, however, that neither you nor the manufacturer will be liable for failure to make delivery.

Customer Signature __________________________    Dealer Signature ________________________________

Thank You from all of us at Classic Motor Sports! 

Customer Added Options

Customer Savings

Manufacturer Sugg Ret Price
Dealer Retail Price

_______________________________________
Unit Subtotal

Unit Information

_______________________________________

Thank you from all of us at Classic Power Equipment!!

Year Make

$0.00

$0.00
$0.00

$0.00

FILING FEES/UCC

Extras 17

TAXABLE SALE
INSURANCE SALE

TITLE FEES
TRANSFER FEES
REGISTRATION/PLATE
SERVICE CONTRACT

$14,699.00

$0.00
$1,152.00

$198.00

$0.00

$0.00
$30.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00
NOTICE TO PURCHASER: 

THIS PURCHASE AGREEMENT IS A BINDING CONTRACT, AND UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, THE DEPOSIT IS NONREFUNDABLE TO THE 

PUROlASER. IF DEALER IS ARRANGING FINANAONG FOR PURCHASER ANO THE PURCHASER COMPLETES A CREDIT APPLICATION 

CONCURRENT WITH THE DEPOSIT, THE DEPOSIT WIU BE REFUNDED TO THE PUROlASER IF DEALER IS UNABLE TO OBTAIN SUOl 

FINANONG FOR THE PURCHASER. THE DEPOSIT IS Al.SO REFUNDABLE IF DEALER IS UNABLE TO OBTAIN THE VEHICLE/{QUIPMENT 

INCLUDED IN THIS PURCHASE AGREEMENT. PURCHASER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL COST INCURRED BY THE DEALER IN EN FOR ONG THIS 

CONTRACT, INCLUDING AU COLLECTION AND LEGAL FEES. AT THE OEAl.ERS DISCRETION, PURCHASER AGREESTOSUBMJT TO BINDING 

AND FINAL ARBITRATION ALL CLAIMS. D!SPUTE5. DEMANDS, CAUSES OF ACTION OR CONTROVERSIES AGAINST DEALER RELATED TO 

THIS SALE, FINANONG OF THIS SALE OR ANY AND All ASPECTS Of MERCHANTABILITY, WARRANTY OR PERFORMANCE Of THE 

VEHICLE/EQUIPMENT SUBJECT TO THIS SALE. THE ARBITRATION SHALL BE CONDUCTED BY ONE IMPARTIAL ARBITRATOR SELECTED 

FROM A LIST OF ARBITRATORS PROVIDED BY THE AMERICAN ARBITRATION ASSOCIATION, AND THE COST ASSOCIATED WITH 

ARBITRATION UNDER THIS AGREEMENT SHALL BE PAID FOR BY THE LOSING PARTY AS DETERMJNED BY THE ARITRATOR. 

TRADE IN NOTICE: 

CUSTOMER REPRESENTS THAT ALL TRADE IN UNITS DESCRIBED ABOVE ARE FREE OF All LIENS AND ENCUMBRANCES EXCEPT AS 

NOTED. 
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 Office of the 
Whitewater Township 
Supervisor  

Memo 
To: Whitewater Township Board 

From: Ron Popp, Supervisor 

CC: None 

Date: 03.25.2021 

Re: Let the People Direct   

 

Board Members, 

 

     Resolving the growing debate over the decision to allow Adult Use Marihuana 

Establishments to operate within the Boundaries of Whitewater Township is of the 

highest order of business for the Township. The controversy is causing a disruption in 

orderly business operations, an unchecked financial burden to taxpayers, and may be 

hindering property sales in the jurisdiction. Additionally, there is a growing distrust in 

the governing body leadership due in part, to an about face on the topic from the 

Township’s February 11, 2020 to September 8, 2020 Board Meetings.  

     Whitewater is not alone in this struggle; review of case law reveals a noteworthy 

number of municipalities have some type of marihuana question making it to the 

appellate court level, costing appreciable money and time. The expanding field of 

arguments are reaching farther every day pulling into question election law itself. Some 

of these cases are settled using a ballot instead of legal recourse as a solution, reducing 

costly litigation and speeding up the process. When thinking about a product that can 

generate north of $2,000 per pound, time is very important and profitable.   

     This motion is put forth not to take sides of the issue or to support any pending 

actions or remedies but, to restore the people’s right to direct their Local Unit of 

Government by the power to vote, especially on topics of significant community 

prominence. Having the issue settled by the will of the people, may serve as a 

demarcation point to what is seemingly an endless parade of legal actions that follow this 

topic.    



 

⚫ Page 2 

 

 

(Page 2 - Let the People Direct) 

 

     For the reasons above: Motion to create and place on a ballot for the earliest possible 

election cycle, language prohibiting Adult Use Marihuana Establishments as allowed by 

Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act MCL 333.27 et seq. in Whitewater 

Township, Grand Traverse County, Michigan.  

Respectfully submitted. 

 

Ron Popp 

Supervisor, Whitewater Township 
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 Office of the 
Whitewater Township 
Supervisor  

Memo 
To: Whitewater Township Board 

From: Ron Popp, Supervisor 

CC: None 

Date: 3-26-2021 

Re: Proposed Advertising Banners on Township Property – 2021 Style. 

All – 

     In 2019 Amber Voice approached to the Township Board with an idea to sell advertising 

banners as a revenue stream for the Elk Rapids Youth Baseball Association (Association). The 

banners would be placed about Hi Pray Park for all attendees to see. The Board approved the 

idea for the 2020 Baseball Season which was significantly interrupted and therefore the idea 

was not exercised. Amber is back asking for similar permission, for the 2021 Baseball Season.  

Some of the highlights of the 2019 request follow:   

3’x5’ promotional banners would be installed and removed on the outfield fence by 

Association Staff as season opens and closes. 

Banners are made available to any business or interested entity.   

The Township will receive a small stipend from the sales of the banners to offset ongoing 

maintenance of the ball diamonds. 

Great example of collaboration between the public and private sectors. 

Sponsorship programs are becoming more popular as funding source by various local 

groups like Paddle Antrim’s Water Trail Champion and Ambassador Programs.   

Concerns from 2019 were: 

Some local schools, Thirlby Field for example, needed to follow local zoning ordinances 

when employing this fund-raising method. 

    

 



⚫ Page 2 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 - Proposed Advertising Banners on Township Property – 2021 Style. 

 

Some residents could be challenged by late night activities and traffic issues. 

How will the Township regulate sign content, and what type of business can or cannot 

advertise?  

Will we accept advertisements from businesses currently prohibited in the Township?  

Who makes the censorship decisions?  

Is the Township setting a precedence that should be regulated by policy or ordinance? 

 

     As with the 2019 request, I again sought advice from Zoning Administrator, Bob Hall. His 

2019 and current year response follow. 

     As for future policy, I would ask for Board consensus to have the Planning Commission 

discuss and offer any guidance on the creation of policy regulating advertising functions on 

Township Lands. This issue may relate to the Zoning Ordinance in several ways not clear to us 

today. The right to refuse any signage should be reserved if possible, onto the Township solely. 

As recommended in 2019, we want to regard any permissions granted as temporary for one year 

providing time to assess both success and concerns of advertising on public lands. 

For the reasons stated above a motion may look like: Motion to approve Elk Rapids Youth 

Baseball Association’s request to install no more than 20 (twenty) 5’ x 3’ advertising 

banners at Hi Pray Park for the 2021 Baseball Season. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Ron Popp 

Supervisor, Whitewater Township 
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supervisor@whitewatertownship.org

From: Voice, Amber <Amber.Voice@mclaren.org>
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 10:09 PM
To: supervisor@whitewatertownship.org; Cheryl A. Goss
Subject: Elk Rapids Youth Baseball
Attachments: Baseball Registration Form 2021.doc; Elk Rapids Youth Baseball Sponsor.docx; IMG_

4985.jpeg

Ron- Here are the forms for the league. I have attached a new sponsor form, updated registration form and a 
picture of the prices to play in TC as a comparison.  Our goal is to have the kids have a great time, make friends 
and memories. We also want to make it affordable for families in these trying times and us finding local 
sponsors provides the league funds to keep prices low for registration. We are a non-profit organization and 
all coaches, assistant coaches and board members are all volunteers. Banner will cost the league $50 each. 
They are 5x3 and have grommets for them to be hung. Our goal is to hang them during game time: Memorial 
Day to the week after 4th of July they would be hung. We will take them down and store them. 
Let me know what else I need to send you prior to the meeting and I can get it to you asap. 
 
Thanks- Amber 
McLaren confidentiality statement: "The information contained in this communication, including attachments, is 
confidential, may be privileged, and is intended only for the use of the named recipient(s). Unauthorized use, disclosure, 
forwarding or copying is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, 
please notify me IMMEDIATELY at the phone number or pager listed above."  



 
 

                                                                                                                                        

 

September 26, 2019 

 

To: Whitewater Township Supervisor 

From:  Robert (Bob) Hall – Zoning Administrator 

 

Re: Parcel #28-13-133-017-10 

 a/k/a:  6075 Elk Lake Road 

 

 

Dear Ron – 

 

You asked for my opinion regarding the sale / placement of advertising banners on the above-

captioned Whitewater Township property (the ballfields) by an outside entity (the baseball 

group). 

 

In my opinion (from a zoning perspective), I have always learned through training that the 

Township is generally exempt from their own zoning ordinances.  Perspective and public 

relations are separate issues of their own kind. 

 

Questions that the Township should be asking itself might be: 

  

 1. How is the Township benefitting from the use and / or activity? 

 2. Is the Township serving a greater public purpose by allowing this use and / or    

  activity? 

 

Based upon the content of your inquiry it appears (to me) that the Township can answer both of 

the above questions in a very positive light.  Essentially, you are asking of yourselves whether it 

is right and proper to place advertising on ‘your’ property for the benefit of yourself and others. 

 

The relationship of the baseball group to the Township (financially) may have some effect on 

how this matter is perceived.  I would suggest that a five minute phone call to the Township 

Attorney could quickly resolve any misconceptions to be had by any of the board members. 

 

Article XXX, Section 30.18.B of the Whitewater Township zoning ordinances discusses the 

signage permitted on ‘institutional’ premises.  While this Article is very specific – the 



Township is left to decide what degree of variation would be found to be an acceptable 

‘temporary’ public policy; and to what degree will the public benefit. 

I hope that you find this information useful in your decision making process.  

Again – as ‘elected’ government officials, you may consider that you have a greater 

responsibility than just that of administrators if your actions are publicly justified.  

Respectfully, 

Robert (Bob) Hall 

Robert (Bob) Hall 
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supervisor@whitewatertownship.org

From: Robert Hall <zoning@whitewatertownship.org>
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 3:10 PM
To: Ron Popp
Subject: Re: Elk rapids youth baseball banners

My memory is going fast ‐‐‐‐‐‐ here is some support ‐ looks like I missed a citation in my original letter: (not 
that you care to read until the ened of time) 
 
Bob 
 
A municipality that adopts a zoning ordinance need not follow its own ordinance.45 The court case 
establishing this preemption is specifically interpreting the City and Village Zoning Act, but the language the 
court used suggests this concept might also apply to a township or county. This preemption is only for a 
government’s own zoning ordinance. A city, township, and village government must comply with another 
government’s zoning ordinance.46 
 
45 Morrison et al. v. City of East Lansing, 255 Mich. App. 505 (2003) 
46 Michigan Attorney General Opinion No. 6982 (1998) 
 

From: supervisor@whitewatertownship.org <supervisor@whitewatertownship.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 11:32 AM 
To: Robert Hall 
Subject: RE: Elk rapids youth baseball banners  
  
Thank you kind Sir! 
  
  
Ron Popp 
Whitewater Township Supervisor 
5777 Vinton Road, P.O. Box 159 
Williamsburg, Michigan 49690 
231.267.5141 X 23 
supervisor@whitewatertownship.org 
  
  
  

From: Robert Hall <zoning@whitewatertownship.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 11:00 AM 
To: Ron Popp <supervisor@whitewatertownship.org> 
Subject: Re: Elk rapids youth baseball banners 
  

Ron ‐ 
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I have reviewed my previous letter to the board that you have attached.  Thank you for the refresher ‐‐‐‐‐ I am 
inclined to continue to state that this is probably a matter of public policy (if all else has remained constant) to 
be made by Whitewater Township. 
  
Hope you find this useful on belf of the board. 
  
Bob 

From: supervisor@whitewatertownship.org <supervisor@whitewatertownship.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 9:42 AM 
To: 'Voice, Amber'; Cheryl A. Goss 
Cc: Robert Hall; S and K 
Subject: RE: Elk rapids youth baseball banners  
  
Sure thing Amber, we are expecting you. Please call or email any information you would like in the packet, as I would like 
to generate a similar business item for the Board to Review as we did in 2019.  
  
I think this is the second copy I sent you but, here is what the Board saw in 2019. The Zoning Administrator, Bob Hall and 
Planning Commission Chairwoman, Kim Mangus, have been asked to comment on the request as well.    
  
Please let me know how to help best. 
  
  
Ron Popp 
Whitewater Township Supervisor 
5777 Vinton Road, P.O. Box 159 
Williamsburg, Michigan 49690 
231.267.5141 X 23 
supervisor@whitewatertownship.org 
  
  
  

From: Voice, Amber <Amber.Voice@mclaren.org>  
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 6:33 PM 
To: supervisor@whitewatertownship.org; Cheryl A. Goss <clerk@whitewatertownship.org> 
Subject: Elk rapids youth baseball banners 
  
Ron‐ Can I be put on the list for the meeting in April to present the baseball banners again. I can bring all the information 
about the banners and our thoughts about what we are hoping to do with them. Please let me know if this is possible  
  
Thanks‐ Amber 
McLaren confidentiality statement: "The information contained in this communication, including attachments, is 
confidential, may be privileged, and is intended only for the use of the named recipient(s). Unauthorized use, disclosure, 
forwarding or copying is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, 
please notify me IMMEDIATELY at the phone number or pager listed above."  



ARTICLE  XXX 

 SIGN REGULATIONS 

 

30.10 General Provisions 

 

30.11 Purpose and Intent 
A.  Safety.  Promote the safety of persons and property by providing that signs: 

 

 1. Do not create traffic hazards by distracting or confusing motorists, impairing 

motorists' ability to see pedestrians, other vehicles, obstacles, or to read traffic signs. 

 2. Do not create a hazard due to collapse, fire, collision, decay or abandonment. 

 3. Do promote the aesthetics, safety, health, and general welfare and the assurance of 

protection of adequate light and air within said township by regulation of the 

posting, displaying, erection, use and maintenance of signs. 

 

B.  Public welfare.  Protect the public welfare and enhance the overall appearance and 

economic value to the landscape and preserve the unique natural environment that 

distinguishes the township.  It is also acknowledged that the township economic well being 

is heavily dependent upon the resort and tourism industry. This dependence makes the 

preservation of the environment from unreasonable signage a matter of critical importance 

to the township. 

 

30.12  Applicability 
This Article shall apply to all persons, firms, partnerships, associations, and corporations 

owning, occupying or having control or management of any premises located within the 

Township of Whitewater. 

 

30.13 Conflict With Other Laws 
In any case where a provision of this Article is found to be in conflict with a provision of 

any Zoning, Building, Housing, Fire, Safety or Health Article or Ordinance or Code of 

Whitewater Township existing on the effective date of this Article, the provision which 

establishes the higher standard for the promotion and protection of the health and safety of 

the people shall prevail.  In any case where a provision of any other Article, Ordinance or 

Code of Whitewater Township existing on the effective date of this Article establishes a 

lower standard for the promotion and protection of the people, the provisions of this Article 

shall be deemed to prevail, and such other Articles, Ordinances or Codes are hereby 

declared to be repealed to the extent that they may be found in conflict with this Article. 

 

30.14     Definitions 
The following definitions will apply in the interpretation, administration and enforcement of 

this Article: 

 

"Agricultural Premises" shall mean premises used or occupied for the cultivation of field 

crops, truck crops, nurseries, orchards, green houses, woodlots, pastures, husbandry of 

livestock, poultry or small animals, or any activities of a similar nature. 

 



 

"Commercial Premises" shall mean premises used or occupied for transportation, retail sales 

or service businesses; wholesale sales facilities; apartment hotels, tourist homes or  motels; 

or commercial recreation. 

 

"Construction Sign" shall mean a sign erected at a construction site identifying the 

architects, engineers, contractors or other parties responsible for a project, or identifying the 

intended purposes or uses of the building. 

 

"Development Entry Sign" shall mean a sign which identifies the name of a residential 

development or the developer or the type of residential structures included in the 

development, and which is harmonious in appearance with that of the vicinity. 

 

"Directional Sign" shall mean a sign identifying the exit(s) and entrance(s) of premises, and 

containing only the name or logo of the premises or information directional thereto. 

 

"Free Standing Sign" shall mean a sign the principal support of which is independent of any 

building. 

 

"Height of Sign", except where otherwise defined in this Article, shall mean the maximum 

vertical distance from the uppermost extremity of a sign or sign support to the average 

ground level at the base of the sign. 

 

"Indirectly Illuminated" shall mean illuminated from an exterior light source. 

 

"Institutional Premises" shall be interpreted to include such premises or portions thereof 

upon which is situated a public utility or other publicly owned, operated, or administered 

facility, any public, private or commercial vocational school, a cultural facility, including a 

museum, art gallery, library or auditorium, or a religious or charitable facility. 

 

"Major Street" shall mean Regional Arterial, Local Arterial, Principal Collectors, or 

Secondary Collectors Route. 

 

"Multiple Family Residential Premises" shall mean premises used or occupied as residences 

for three or more families or as group housing. 

  

"Off-premises Sign" shall mean a sign which directs attention to a use, business, 

commodity, service or activity not conducted, sold or offered upon the premises where the 

sign is located. 

 

"On-premises Sign" shall mean a sign which identifies the occupant of the premises or 

relates solely to the use, business or profession conducted, or to a principal commodity, 

service or entertainment sold, offered, or provided upon the premises. 

 



"Political Sign" shall mean a sign relating to the election of a person or persons to public 

office or relating to a political party or relating to a matter to be voted upon at an election 

called by a public body. 

 

“Pole sign” shall mean a type of freestanding sign that is elevated above the ground on a 

pole. 

 

"Portable Sign" shall mean any sign which by its description or nature may be or is intended 

to be moved from one location to another. 

 

"Premises" shall mean a unit of contiguous real property under common ownership. 

 

"Projecting Sign" shall mean any sign attached to a building which extends more than 

twelve (12) inches beyond any vertical surface of the building which supports it. 

 

"Real Estate Sign" shall mean a sign advertising the sale, rental, or lease of the premises or 

part of the premises on which the sign is displayed. 

 

"Recreational Premises" shall mean premises used or occupied for recreational purposes, 

including parks, play areas, indoor or outdoor swimming pools, bathing beaches, boating 

and fishing areas, winter recreational areas, nature study areas, community halls and 

fairgrounds. 

 

"Roof Sign" shall mean any sign which is attached to a building and any part of which 

extends above either the top line of the building silhouette or any portion of the roof surface. 

 

"Sign" shall mean any name, identification, description, display, illustration, surface or 

device which is affixed to, painted on, or otherwise represented directly or indirectly upon a 

building, structure, or land which bears any inscription, notice, motto or design, or which 

directs attention to an object, product, place, activity, person, institution, organization, or 

business and which is visible from a public street, right-of-way, sidewalk, alley, park or 

other area open to the public. 
 

"Surface Display Area" of a sign shall mean the area expressed in square feet, within a 

single continuous rectilinear perimeter of straight lines enclosing the extreme limits of 

writing, representations, emblems or figures of a similar character together with all material 

or color forming an integral part of the display or used to differentiate the sign from the 

background against which it is placed, provided that:  

 

 1. In the case of a sign designed with more than one (1) exterior face, the area shall 

be computed as including only the maximum single displayed surface which is 

visible from any ground position.  

  

 2. The supports, uprights, or structure on which any sign is supported shall not be 

included in determining the surface display area unless such supports, uprights or 

structure is designed in such a manner as to form an integral background of the 

display.  



 

 3. The areas of lamps, neon tubing or artificial illumination on walls of any structure 

shall be counted as part of the total allowable sign area. 

 

“Temporary Sign” shall mean a sign not constructed or intended for long term use.  

Examples of temporary signs include signs which announce a coming attraction, a sale or 

bargain, a community or civic project or other special events that occur for a limited period 

of time. 

  

"Wall Sign" shall mean a sign which is attached directly to, or painted, or otherwise 

inscribed upon a building wall. 

 

"Zoning Administrator" shall mean the officer or officers charged, pursuant to this chapter, 

with the administration and enforcement of this ordinance and/or his duly appointed 

deputies, agents, employees, and inspectors.   

 

30.15   Signs Permitted - Single-Family and Two-Family Structures 
A.  On premises used or occupied as a single-family or two-family residence there shall 

be permitted one (1) indirectly illuminated wall sign not to exceed four (4) square 

foot in surface display area. 

 

B. On single-family or two-family development premises (subdivisions, 

condominiums, or apartment developments) there shall be permitted one (1) 

indirectly illuminated development entry wall sign or free standing sign at each 

entrance of a subdivision.  Free standing signs shall be set back so that the face of 

the sign is not less than fifteen (15) feet from the nearest existing right of way and 

shall not exceed five (5) feet in height.  The surface display area of such sign shall 

not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet. 

 

30.16   Signs Permitted - Multiple-Family Residences 
On multiple-family residence premises there shall be permitted indirectly illuminated 

on-premise wall sign(s) or on-premise free standing development entry signs(s).  The 

aggregate area of such sign(s) shall not exceed two (2) square feet of surface display area.  

Free standing signs shall not exceed five (5) feet in height and shall be set back at least 

fifteen (15) feet from the nearest existing right of way. 

 

30.17  Signs Permitted - Commercial and Industrial 
A.  Individual Development Signs allowed:   

 1.  Wall signs.  One or more on-premise wall sign(s) with an aggregate surface 

display area not to exceed one (1) square foot per two (2) foot of building 

frontage.   

 

 2. Free standing signs.  One (1) on-premises free standing sign, directly or 

indirectly illuminated, shall be permitted. Corner premises shall be permitted 

one (1) free-standing on-premises sign on each major street frontage. Such 

signs may be multi-faced but shall not exceed forty-five (45) square feet in 



surface display area per face and shall be set back fifteen (15) feet from the 

nearest existing right of way.  Pole signs shall have a maximum height of 

twenty (20) feet. 

 

 3. Directional signs.  Each premise shall be permitted one (1) directional sign 

located immediately adjacent to each exit, entrance or change of direction of 

vehicular or pedestrian travel.  The sign shall not exceed five (5) feet in 

height and shall not exceed four (4) square feet per side. The sign may be 

directly or indirectly illuminated. 

 

B. Multi-Tenant Identification Signs 

 1. One (1) on-premise free-standing sign.  The sign may not exceed ten (10) feet in 

height measured from the grade at the property line or the predominant grade of the 

property area including berms, and must be set back fifteen (15) feet from the 

nearest existing right of way.  Such signs may be multi-faced and may not exceed 

sixty (60) square feet in surface display area per face. 

 

 2. One (1) on-premise wall sign per each individual user with an aggregate surface 

display area not to exceed twenty (20) square feet of surface display area.  

 

30.18   Signs Permitted - Agricultural; Recreational; Institutional Premises: 
 

A.  Agricultural Premises:  On agricultural premises there shall be permitted wall or 

free standing on-premises signs not to exceed sixty (60) square feet in surface 

display area in the aggregate and no one sign to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet of 

surface display area.  Such signs shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height.  The signs 

shall be located at the entranceway of a structure or facility on the premises and shall 

not be placed in the right of way.  Temporary signs shall be removed immediately 

following the end of the appropriate season. 

B. Recreational and Institutional Premises:  On recreational or institutional premises 

there shall be permitted a total of five (5) indirectly illuminated wall or free standing 

on-premises signs not to exceed  fifty (50) square feet in surface display area in the 

aggregate and no one sign to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet of surface display 

area.  Such signs shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height.  The signs shall be located 

at the entranceway of a structure or facility on the premises and shall be set back at 

least twelve (12) feet from the nearest existing right of way. 

 

30.19  Temporary Signs. 

The following temporary signs shall be permitted in accordance with the regulations 

herein.  

A. Grand Opening Sign 

A new business, as part of its start-up phase, may use a temporary sign for up to 

forty-five (45) days, not to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet.   

B. Portable Sign/Banner Sign 

One (1) portable sign/banner sign is permitted in the C-1 district per premise at any 

given time, but in no case shall it remain in place for six (6) non-consecutive 



fourteen (14) day periods per calendar year, not to exceed thirty-two (32) square 

feet. 

C. Civic and Charity Signs 

Permission for civic and charity events shall be permitted by the Planning/Zoning 

Administrator. 

 

30.20  Temporary Off-Site Sign(s) for Advertising the Sale of Agricultural Products 

including Agritourism. 

Up to four (4) temporary, off-premise, way-finding signs may shall be permitted that direct 

travelers to seasonal sales of agricultural products and related activities.  Said 

signs shall conform with all state and county regulations and shall be placed 

on private property with permission from the property owner(s).   

 

Signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet each.  Signs shall be removed immediately 

following the end of the appropriate season. 

 

Temporary Off-Premise Agricultural Signage shall not be counted against the hosting 

property owners. 

 

All signs shall bear the name, address and telephone number of the sign owner. 

 

30.21  Signs Not Regulated. 
The following signs, except as in this Article expressly included, shall be excluded from the 

requirements of this Article except as otherwise noted and shall not require permits for 

construction. 

 

A.  One (1) wall sign or one (1) ground sign not exceeding four (4) square foot in surface 

display area to designate an assigned house number or building name.  Such signs shall not 

be counted in the total sign area permitted on the premises.  Such signs in excess of one (1) 

square foot in surface display area may be permitted as part of the total sign display area 

otherwise permitted under this Article. 

 

B. Any sign, traffic signal or warning device erected or displayed by any public agency, 

such signs shall not be counted against the number of signs or against the total sign area 

permitted on the premises in which they are located. 

 

C. Free standing signs or wall signs indicating "No Parking", "Fire Lane", "Entrance" and 

similar wording when such signs are required to be erected by a public agency.  Such signs 

shall not be counted against the number of signs or against the total sign area permitted on 

such premises, provided they do not exceed three (3) square feet per sign.  No license shall 

be required for such sign if approved by the Zoning Administrator. 

 

D. Signs existing on the effective date of the adoption of this Article which are maintained 

by a church, school, community center or other public entity. 

 



E. Vehicle mounted signs which are either painted or permanently attached and denote only 

the products, business or services offered by the owner of the vehicle. 

 

F. Memorial signs or tablets denoting the name or date of erection of a building when cut 

into any masonry surface or when constructed of bronze or other incombustible material. 

          

G. Flags bearing the official design of a unit of government, educational institution or civic 

league or organization, fraternal benefit societies, order or association or any organization 

operated exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary or educational purposes. 

 

H. Signs not exceeding two (2) square feet which contain only non-commercial messages 

including designation of restrooms, telephone location or direction of door openings. 
 

I. Seasonal decorations and community event signs which advertise public entertainment or 

events of public interest, providing the placing of the signs shall be approved and the 

locations designated by the Zoning Administrator.  These signs shall remain in place for not 

more than twenty-one (21) days before and seven (7) days after the event and may not 

exceed ten (10) square feet in area. 
 

J. Parking information signs containing only directional information or pedestrian or 

vehicular warning and control material.  Such signs shall have a surface display area not 

more than three (3) square feet and shall not exceed five (5) feet in height. 

 

K. Parking reservation signs not exceeding one (1) square foot in surface display area and 

not exceeding three (3) feet in height. 

 

L. One double-faced free standing or wall construction sign with a maximum limit of two 

(2) signs per premises subject to the height and clearance limitation applicable to said 

premises for a permanent sign and subject to the following restrictions: 

 

 1. Construction signs in a residential district shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet 

in surface display area per face and shall be set back at least fifteen(15) feet from the 

nearest  existing right of way. 

 

 2. Construction signs in all other districts shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet in 

surface display area and shall be set back at least one (1) foot from the nearest 

property line. 

 

 3. Construction signs shall not be permitted in any district for more than thirty (30) 

days after issuance of the occupancy permit. 

 

M. Political signs not exceeding three (3) in number per premises and not exceeding six (6) 

square feet in surface display area or three and one-half (3 1/2) feet in height per sign if not 

displayed for a period in excess of thirty (30) days prior to, and if removed within two (2) 

days after the election for which they are erected.  All signs shall bear the name, address and 

telephone number of the person(s) responsible for the sign(s). 

 



N. One (1) wall or free standing real estate sign provided that such signs are removed ten 

(10) days after the sale, lease, or rental of the property upon which erected, subject to the 

following further conditions: 

   

 1. Real estate signs in residential areas shall not exceed six (6) square feet in surface 

display area per face and shall not exceed three and one-half (3 1/2) feet in height, 

and if free standing shall be set back at least fifteen (15) feet from the nearest 

property line. 

  

 2. Real estate signs in commercial areas shall not exceed fifteen (15) square feet in 

surface display area per face or exceed ten (10) feet in height and if they are free 

standing shall be set back at least fifteen (15) feet from the nearest existing right of 

way. 

 

O. Signs maintained by a political subdivision of the State of Michigan. 

 

P. Signs which do not contain any illustration or communicate any message other than time, 

temperature, barber poles or market quotations. 

 

Q. Development entry signs identifying the name of single and two family residential 

developments and any development entry sign located adjacent to the public right of way 

which is located and maintained pursuant to a valid permit authorized by the Township 

Planning Commission. 

 

R. One wall or free-standing sign identifying a home occupation where permitted which 

shall not exceed four (4) square feet in surface display area or five (5) feet in height and be 

of a character in keeping with the neighborhood. 

 

30.22  Signs Prohibited 
Unless otherwise permitted by any other provision of this Article no sign shall be 

constructed, erected, or maintained: 

 

A. Which purports to be, is an imitation of, resembles an official traffic sign or signal which 

bears the words "Stop", "Go Slow", "Caution", "Danger", "Warning", or similar words used 

in traffic control. 

 

B. Which by reason of its size, location, context, coloring or manner of illumination may be 

confused with or construed as a traffic control sign which hides from view any approved 

traffic or street sign or signal, confuses or misleads traffic, obstructs vision necessary for 

traffic safety or distracts from visibility of traffic signs. 

  

C. Which consists of posters, pennants, ribbons, streamers, strings of light bulbs, spinners, 

and elements creating sound except seasonal decorations and community event signs. 

 



D. Which has any visible moving part, visible revolving parts, visible mechanical movement 

of any description or other apparent visible movement achieved by electrical, electronic or 

mechanical means, including intermittent electrical pulsations. 

 

E. Signs, other than those described in 30.21(16), which incorporate in any manner any 

flashing or moving lights. 

 

F. Which is structurally unsafe, constitutes a  hazard to safety or health by reason of 

inadequate maintenance, dilapidation or abandonment, is not kept in good repair, and is 

capable of causing electrical shocks to persons likely to come in contact with it or vehicles 

colliding with it. 

 

G. Which obstructs the ingress to or egress from a required door, window, fire escape or 

other required exit way. 

 

H. Which is unlawfully installed, erected or maintained. 

 

I. Which consists or is part of an outdoor merchandise display not screened from public 

streets or adjacent residential property. 

 

J. Which is a projecting sign. 

 

K. Which is a roof sign. 

 

L. Which is not expressly permitted by this Article or which violates any provision thereof. 

 

M. Which is mounted on a vehicle parked on private property or within a public 

right-of-way, when such vehicle is parked for the purpose of display. 

 

N. Which is an off premise sign unless otherwise allowed within this Article. 

 

30.23  Existing Signs 
Any existing sign on the effective date of this Article or any amendment thereto, which does 

not at that time comply with all of the provisions thereof including any amendment: 

 

A. Shall not be changed to another type of sign which is not in compliance with this Article. 

 

B. Shall not have any changes made in the words or symbols used or the message displayed 

on the sign unless the sign is designed for periodic change of message. 

 

C. Shall not be structurally altered so as to prolong the life of the sign, change the shape, 

size, type or design of the sign. 

 

D. Shall not have its face or faces changed unless the sign is brought into conformance with 

the requirements of this Article or unless the sign is an off-premises sign or billboard 

constructed to permit a change of face. 



 

E. Shall not be re-established after the activity, business or usage to which it relates has been 

discontinued for a period of ninety (90) days or longer, unless the business is of a seasonal 

nature.  

 

F. Shall not be re-established after damage or destruction if the estimated expense of 

reconstruction exceeds fifty percent (50%) of the appraised replacement cost as determined 

by the Zoning Administrator. 

 

G. Shall not be placed, maintained or displayed by anyone other than the person who owned 

the premises on the date of adoption of this Article. 

 

H. Shall not be placed, maintained or displayed by any person on or after December 31, 

1999. 

 

Additional Signage By Special Use 
 In order to permit creativity in development throughout the Township, the Planning 

Commission shall have the authority to permit additional signage, including additional 

square footage, and in general, alternatives to the standard sign permit requirements, by 

special use under Section 25.20 when an applicant and/or owner submits an application 

containing a complete sign scheme, addressing all signage proposed on the site and 

structure(s). Applications for special uses under this section shall also contain, at a 

minimum, the following information: 

 

A. A detailed color elevation or such images that show the proposed sign or signs. 

B. A written statement that describes how the sign or signs meets or exceeds the criteria for 

approval, specifically: 

 

i. The sign or signs are consistent with the building and the surrounding uses in 

terms of architectural compatibility, mass, bulk, quality of materials and overall 

appearance, with an emphasis on maintaining or improving the existing fabric of 

the streets and/or neighborhood. 

 

ii. Signs shall be constructed in such a manner as to ensure the longevity of the sign 

and the safety of the general public. 

 

The Planning Commission shall decide applications under this section in accordance with 

the the following procedures and criteria: 

 

A. Signage shall be reviewed for consistency with the building and the surrounding uses in 

terms of architectural compatibility, mass, bulk, quality of materials and overall 

appearance, with an emphasis on maintaining or improving the existing fabric of the 

streets and/or neighborhood. 

 

B. Signs shall otherwise meet the requirements of this Ordinance. 

 



C. Signs shall be constructed in such a manner as to ensure the longevity of the sign and the 

safety of the general public. 

 

D. The Planning Commission shall have the ability to approve the sign or signs as 

presented, to deny the application in whole or in part, or to approve the application the 

conditions relative to the sign or signs. 

 

E. Owners or applicants who are aggrieved by the Planning Commission’s decision on 

special uses under this section may appeal the decision to the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 

30.25  Conflicts 
There any provision of the statutes, codes or laws of the United States of America or the 

State of Michigan or the County of Grand Traverse conflict with any provision of this 

Article, the most restrictive shall apply unless otherwise required by law. 

 

30.26  Violations and Enforcement 
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any of the provisions of this Article. 

 

B. Any person who shall violate any provision of this Article shall be subject to the penalties 

specified under Article XXI of this Ordinance. 

 

C. The Zoning Administrator or his agent is hereby empowered to enforce this Article. 

 

D. The Zoning Administrator or his agent shall notify each applicant for a Land Use Permit 

that compliance with the regulations of this Article is a condition of such Land Use Permit. 

 

E.  The Zoning Administrator or his agent shall remove improperly placed signs, contact the 

listed owner, and store said sign(s) at Whitewater Township Hall for a period of 7 days, after 

which they will be disposed of.  

 

30.27  Severability 
If any provision, clause, sentence, sub-sentence, paragraph, section or part of this Article be 

adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not 

affect, impair or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the 

provision, clause, sentence, sub-sentence, paragraph, section or part thereof directly 

involved in the controversy in which said judgment shall have been rendered. 
 

 
 



 

    

 

[] Team Sponsorship- $225.00  

 Sponsorship logo on team jerseys 

• Company name or logo on the front of a team jersey 

• Team picture 

• Community good-will and advertisement  

[] League Sponsorship- $200.00 

 One banner with sponsor logo- In Williamsburg at Hi Pray fields hung 

during baseball season. (Banners are 5ftx3ft) 

• Company name/logo on a 5x3 banner placed on the fence at 

Whitewater township baseball fields 

• Community good-will and advertisement 

 [] Combo Sponsorship- $400.00 

 Sponsorship logo on team jerseys plus one banner with sponsor 

logo- In Williamsburg at Hi Pray fields hung during baseball season. 

(Banners are 5ftx3ft) 

• Company name or logo on the front of a team jersey 

• Team picture 

• Community good-will and advertisement              continued on back 



• Company name/logo on a 5x3 banner placed on the fence at 

Whitewater township baseball fields 

• [] Individual/Family Sponsor-  

 Family/Individual can donate to the league any amount. Names will 

be placed on a banner for donations of $50.00 and more. 

 

 

Please attach copy of your company logo or email it to: 

amber.voice@northernhealth.org 

 

Sponsor name:_______________________________________________ 

Contact:____________________________________________________ 

Telephone:___________________Email:__________________________ 

Adress:_____________________________________________________ 

City/State:___________________________________________________ 

 

Preferred division T-Ball___Rookie___Peanut___Minor B___Minor A___ 

Individual/Family sponsor___ 

                                                                                      

                                                                  Tax ID:81-3506513 

                  Please mail form to: 

Elk Rapids Youth Baseball Association 

5999 Baggs Road 

Williamsburg, MI 49690

mailto:amber.voice@northernhealth.org


 

 

REGISTRATION FORM FOR 

ELK RAPIDS  

YOUTH BASEBALL LEAGUE 
 

Players should be at least four (4) years old and not more than fourteen (14) years old as of June 1, this year. 

Unless they are 15 years old and still in 8th grade.  

 

Fees are as follows:  

T-Ball (4-6 yrs) $25.00                 Minor B (11-12 yrs) $50.00 

Rookie (6-8 yrs) $50.00                 Minor A (13-14 yrs)_________ $50.00 

Peanut A (9-10 yrs) _______$50.00               Family Maximum Rate $80.00
 

 

NOTE: If fees are not paid by the first practice, the ball player will not be allowed to participate. 

All Rookies must be a minimum of 6 years old.   

 

Make checks payable to: ELK RAPIDS YOUTH BASEBALL ASSOCIATION 

Mailing Address: 5999 Baggs, Williamsburg, MI  49690 

 

Registration Deadline: April 10th, 2021 

 

Name of Player:  __________________________   Shirt size__________________ 

Grade: __________   Date of Birth:______________ Age (As of June 1, this year): ________ 
 

Phone  #:          Secondary Phone #:______________________________ 

      Address:    ____________________________________ 

Email Address:                                Secondary Email Address:  

City:     School:    
 

Parent(s) or guardian (s) names:      
 

Does your child have any physical condition(s) or allergies that coaches or league officials should be aware 

of?     NO___YES ___   If YES, please explain:          
 

This league is run entirely on volunteers.  I am willing to help with the following: 
 

COACH___COACH BASES____UMPIRE  ___TRANSPORTATION  __ 
 

The undersigned parent/guardian of the player named above hereby consents to his/her son/daughter playing baseball in the Elk 

Rapids Youth Baseball Association.  I further consent in the event of an injury to my child, that a representative of the 

Association may obtain immediate proper medical attention.   

In the event of injury to my son/daughter, I further release and Elk Rapids Youth Baseball Association, coaches and acting 

representatives of all liability of any nature that may occur as a normal result of my son’s/daughter’s participation in the Elk 

Rapids Youth Baseball Association.   

This release and waiver shall extend to all coaches, managers and other acting representatives of this league. 

 

Signature of Parent/Guardian:     Date   

 

Printed Name of Player:     

 
 

     When do we play? 



 

 

The skill assessment (combine) and draft for ages 9-14 will take place April 10th  

@ the Kewadin baseball fields. Ages 9-10 will be from 11-12:30pm, ages 11-12 

from 12:30-2pm and ages 13-14 from 2-3:30pm.  

The skill assessment for ages 6-8 will be April 17th from 1-3pm.  

T-Ball players will NOT have a skills assessment. 

Practice begins early spring. Coaches will determine practice schedule and 

contact players. 

Most games are played mid-week evenings at the end of May and throughout 

June. Make-up games are usually scheduled in early July. 

Playoffs occurring the week of July 5th.  

 

What is provided? 

--Hat and team shirt.   

--Rookie league and up will need to purchase grey baseball pants for game days. 

 

Equipment: 

Players are required to have their own baseball glove and shoes.  No steel cleats. 

Coaches have a variety of helmets and bats available if needed. 

 

 

Where do we play? 

--T-ball games are played in Kewadin and Williamsburg. 

--Rookie games are played in Williamsburg and Kewadin. 

--Peanut A, Minor B and Minor A have home games in Kewadin and 

Williamsburg.  Away games travel to Mancelona, Rapid City, Kalkaska, 

Bellaire, Central Lake, Ellsworth and Forest Area. 

--Practices take place in Williamsburg and Kewadin or at location determined by 

Team Coach. 

For more information contact Amy Barber at 231-564-0653 or 

barberfamily@torchlake.com  

mailto:barberfamily@torchlake.com
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 Office of the 
Whitewater Township 
Supervisor  

Memo 
To: Whitewater Township Board 

From: Ron Popp, Supervisor 

CC: None 

Date: 3-29-2021 

Re: Hybrid Meeting Configuration - 

 

All, 

 

    A little more than a year ago Whitewater Township held its first Zoom Meeting to comply with 

Governor Whitmer’s Executive Orders focused on slowing the spread of COVID-19. While many 

have come to see the Electronic meeting format as cumbersome and ineffective, others have found 

a new way to overcome personal obstacles, and health limitation which allow them to 

communicate and participate in meetings that otherwise would be prohibitive.  

     There has been much discussion about how temporary amendments to the Open Meetings Act, 

PA 267 of 1976, (OMA) could be used to facilitate the introduction of the new technology, such 

as remote meeting attendance. With some of those temporary amendments soon expiring, Board 

Members will be required to meet in person unless they qualify for certain exemptions. However, 

what about the public that has used electronic meeting platforms to remotely attend meetings? 

Earlier in the month, Zoning Administrator Bob Hall, reached out to the Michigan Township 

Association seeking their input on that very topic. Their response is below. Similarly, Grand 

Traverse County Emergency Manager, Gregg Bird has indicated there are no future County level 

plans that may amend the OMA as currently allowed. As an alternate he has provided some 

optional draft language that could be considered at the township level. See attached.  

     Considering many different factors, please agree continuing a Hybrid Electronic Meeting 

format is important. Providing this format with real-time two-way communication between the 

general public and the various Boards and Commissions that operate in the Township, is another 

tool for the Board to use in achieving its communication goals with the public it serves. 

 

 



⚫ Page 2 

 

 

 

(Page 2 - Hybrid Meeting Configuration) 

     For the reasons stated above: Motion for the Township’s continuance of the Zoom meeting 

format until 12.31.2021 as allowed by current State of Michigan Department of Health and 

Human Services (MDHHS) orders.  

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Ron Popp 

Supervisor, Whitewater Township 
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supervisor@whitewatertownship.org

From: Bob Hall <planningandzoning@wexfordjpc.org>
Sent: Wednesday, March 24, 2021 8:33 AM
To: supervisor@whitewatertownship.org; clerk@whitewatertownship.org; skmangus@ymail.com; 

fltsupervisor@gmail.com
Cc: czservices@hotmail.com
Subject: FW: OMA - Virtual Meetings
Attachments: REVISED_USE_March 23 2021_MTA Township Meetings and Facilities after DHHS Order.pdf

FYI 
 
Bob 
 
Robert (Bob) Hall ‐ Planning and Zoning Director 
Dr. Ben Townsend – Assistant Zoning Administrator 
Wexford Joint Planning Commission 
c/o Cherry Grove Township 
4830 E. M‐55 
Cadillac, Michigan 49601 
 
Email: planningandzoning@wexfordjpc.org 
 
Phone: 231‐775‐1138    Extension #6 
Fax: 231‐775‐0037   Attn: WJPC 
 
http://www.wexfordjpc.org 
 

From: Catherine Mullhaupt <catherine@michigantownships.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2021 2:04 PM 
To: Bob Hall <planningandzoning@wexfordjpc.org> 
Cc: Cindy Dodge <cindy@michigantownships.org>; Michael Selden <michael@michigantownships.org> 
Subject: RE: OMA ‐ Virtual Meetings 
 
Bob:  
 
My apologies for the delay in my response, but we were working with MTA Legal Counsel to prepare our answer to this 
issue. I can now provide it—specifically, see Page 3.  
 

Catherine A. Mullhaupt, Staff Attorney 
Member Information Services 
Michigan Townships Association 
(517) 321-6467 
catherine@michigantownships.org 
 
MTA Member Information Services staff are regularly available Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., to answer your 
questions.  

The information contained in this email is provided solely for a general informational purpose and should not be interpreted 
as legal advice. MTA encourages township officials to consult with their legal counsel on questions of law. MTA reserves the 
right to distribute this information.  
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From: Bob Hall <planningandzoning@wexfordjpc.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 3:02 PM 
To: Catherine Mullhaupt <catherine@michigantownships.org> 
Subject: OMA ‐ Virtual Meetings  
 
Catherine ‐  
 
We understand that as of March 31st, 2021 that virtual attendance is no longer permitted for a meeting.  This year has 
taught us some valuable public / civic engagement lessons.  Some of my communities want / desire to continue offering 
access to the meetings by broadcasting them via ZOOM or another type of outlet in order to continue to encourage ease 
of access.  
 
IF a Township elects to continue to do this as of April 1st, are the ‘virtual’ members of the public considered present for 
the purpose of public comment?  
I’m thinking not – as we’re not required to conduct business like this any longer – however, public perception is another 
issue.  
 
Have there been any inside discussions on this topic?  
 
Thank‐you for any insight that you can offer!  
 
Bob  
 
Robert (Bob) Hall ‐ Planning and Zoning Director  
Dr. Ben Townsend – Assistant Zoning Administrator  
Wexford Joint Planning Commission  
c/o Cherry Grove Township  
4830 E. M‐55  
Cadillac, Michigan 49601  
 
Email: planningandzoning@wexfordjpc.org  
 
Phone: 231‐775‐1138    Extension #6  
Fax: 231‐775‐0037   Attn: WJPC  
 
http://www.wexfordjpc.org  
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REVISED March 23, 2021 

Township Meetings and Facilities Under  
the Open Meetings Act and  

MDHHS Emergency Order March 22, 2021-- 
“Gatherings and Face Mask Order”  

 
 
If holding meetings were not already complicated over the last year, they are now even more so, because there 
are different timelines in both the MDHHS Order and the Open Meetings Act for whether or how electronic 
meetings or in-person meeting may be held. This fact sheet is not intended as specific legal guidance and is 
provided to assist township boards in understanding what the Open Meetings Act and the MDHHS Order say at 
this time. Because those timelines are not coordinated, and could still change, it is important to understand that 
some questions of what can be done may be open to different legal interpretation. A township board should 
work with its attorney to determine the answers and recommendations for your specific questions.  

Under the current MDHHS Order beginning March 22, and expiring April 19, 2021, some meetings may be held 
in-person if no more than 25 persons are present and the township can still meet the spacing/distancing 
requirements. Note you cannot turn a person away from an open meeting of public body per OMA, so if more 
than 25 persons attend, the meeting must be ended or moved outdoors. 

MDHHS 
Order  

March 5 to April 19: No more than 25 persons at indoor meeting 
(Assuming you can meet indoor spacing/distancing requirements 
in Order. Mask-wearing is required by all members of the public 
body, and those attending the meeting. Note you cannot turn a 
person away from open meeting of public body per OMA, so if 
more than 25 persons attend, meeting must be ended.) 

April 20 … 
UNKNOWN 
  

OMA 
MCL 15.263a 

March 18, 2020, 
through March 30, 
2021: Allows 
electronic meetings 
for any reason 
(public body and 
public) 

March 31, 2021, through Dec. 31, 2021:  
Individual members of public body may participate 
electronically in an in-person meeting if they are absent 
due to: 

• Military duty 
• Medical condition 
• Declaration of state or local state of emergency 

o A declaration of state of emergency 
could allow all members to participate 
electronically. 

Beginning Jan. 1, 
2022, the ONLY 
option for a member 
to participate 
electronically in a 
meeting of a public 
body is a member of 
the public body 
absent due to 
military duty. 

OMA  
MCL 15.263 

Before April 1, 2021, in-person meetings 
must comply with Covid safeguards 
stated in OMA. (MDHHS safeguards still 
apply during and after OMA provision 
expires.) 

After April 1, 2021, in-person meetings must comply with 
MDHHS Order(s). No specific end date, subject to Covid 19 
pandemic emergency. 

 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(qazih1atex3cnec5ar0xzalf))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-Act-267-of-1976
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455-554922--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455-554922--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455-553387--,00.html
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(qazih1atex3cnec5ar0xzalf))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-15-263a
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(qazih1atex3cnec5ar0xzalf))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-15-263
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Conducting electronic meetings (and meetings with members participating electronically): 

• Note on declaring a “local state of emergency”: MTA Legal Counsel do believe this could be done by a 
township board, however the township should talk to its own attorney for specific legal advice on this issue. 
If a county commission declares a local state of emergency for the county, it would allow each unit within 
the county to conduct meetings electronically, but it would not mandate that individual townships conduct 
meetings electronically. 

• An electronic meeting must be conducted in a manner that permits two-way communication between 
members and participants (at a minimum—everyone can hear everyone else).  

• Technology may be used to facilitate typed public comments during the meeting submitted by members of 
the public participating in the meeting that may be read to or shared with members of the public body and 
other participants to satisfy the requirement that members of the public be permitted to address the 
electronic meeting (public comment period and public hearings) and be heard by others during the 
electronic meeting. 

• Members of a public body and the public participating electronically in a meeting are considered present 
and in attendance at the meeting for all purposes. (Including voting for members of the public body 
participating electronically) 

• Each member of the public body attending a meeting remotely must announce at beginning of meeting they 
are participating remotely and, except for military absence, must identify the county, city, township, or 
village and state from which they are attending remotely. 

• If a public body directly or indirectly maintains an official internet presence that includes monthly or more 
frequent updates of public meeting agendas or minutes, the public body must, in addition to other notices 
that may be required under the OMA, post advance notice of a meeting held electronically on a portion of 
the website that is fully accessible to the public—on either the homepage or a separate webpage dedicated 
to public notices for special meetings or electronic public meetings with a “prominent and conspicuous” link 
on the website’s homepage that clearly describes its purpose for public notification of special meetings or 
electronic public meetings. 

o Any scheduled meeting of a public body to be held as an electronic meeting must have notice 
posted at least 18 hours before the meeting begins. 

o Notice must clearly explain all of the following: 
 Why the public body is meeting electronically 
 How members of the public may participate in the meeting electronically. If a telephone 

number, internet address, or both are needed to participate, that information must be 
provided specifically 

 How members of the public may contact members of the public body to provide input or ask 
questions on any business that will come before the public body at a meeting 

 How persons with disabilities may participate in the meeting 
• If an agenda exists for an electronic meeting and the public body directly or indirectly maintains an official 

internet presence that includes monthly or more frequent updates of public meeting agendas or minutes, 
the public body must make the agenda available at least two hours before the electronic meeting begins on 
a portion of the website that is fully accessible to the public. This “publication” of the agenda does not 
prohibit subsequent amendment of the agenda at the meeting. 

• A public body cannot require a person to register or provide his or her name or other information, or require 
a person to otherwise fulfill a “condition precedent,” as a condition of participating in an electronic meeting, 
other than mechanisms established and required by the public body necessary to permit the [continued] 
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person to participate in a public comment period of the meeting. (Log-in information may be required by the 
virtual meeting platform/software/service.) 

• Members of the public are excluded from participating in a closed session of a public body held 
electronically if that closed session complies with the act. 

 

Electronic Meeting Options After March 30, 2021 
 
Member Access to Meetings 
After March 30, 2021, and through December 32, 2021 a member of a public body can participate electronically 
in a meeting ONLY if that member is (a) absent due to military duty, (b) absent due to a medical condition or (c) 
a state or local state of emergency is declared.  

This is because the participation of a member of a public body (township board, planning commission, zoning 
board of appeals, board of review, election commission, etc.) is governed by the Open Meetings Act, which will 
once again require all members of a public body to be physically present at a meeting to be able to count toward 
a quorum, participate in discussion, or vote, unless they meet one of the exceptions. 

Starting January 1, 2022, ONLY a member of a public body absent due to military duty will be able to 
participate electronically, including counting toward a quorum, participating in discussion and voting. 

Public Access to Meetings 
The Open Meetings Act also provides that every meeting of public body must include one opportunity for public 
comment. And if a public body is holding a public hearing, that must be conducted as an agenda item within a 
properly scheduled and noticed regular or special meeting of that public body. 

The OMA prohibits turning any person away from an in-person meeting, including turning them away to 
require them to use electronic access, so if the physical meeting room capacity is reached under an existing 
MDHHS Order, the options are to move the meeting outdoors or end the meeting. Note that all persons in a 
meeting room, including the members of the public body and the public are counted toward the gathering limit. 

But there is no limit in the OMA on providing electronic public access. The OMA does not limit the ability of the 
public to participate electronically, during a public comment period or on the record during a public hearing IF 
the public body chooses to provide electronic meeting access to the public—even once the OMA returns to 
limiting the ability of members of a public body to participate electronically.  

Under current MDHHS gathering limits, MTA believes that providing electronic meeting access to the public, 
including participating in public comment or on the record in a public hearing, is one way to provide public 
access, input and transparency. Note that no law, including the OMA, currently requires a township public body 
to provide electronic meeting access to the public.  

So, if a public body does choose to provide electronic meeting access for the public, that may encourage the 
public to attend electronically, reducing the chances that people might put a meeting over the gathering limit. 
Note that all participants must be able to hear and be heard by a member of the public participating 
electronically, in both the in-person and the electronic meeting spaces, so some form of microphone and 
speaker system must be provided in the in-person meeting space. 
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Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Order 

Requirements for Gatherings, including Meetings 
 

MDHHS emergency order face mask and gathering limits  

Under MCL 333.2253, if the MDHHS director determines that control of an epidemic is necessary to protect the 
public health, the director by emergency order may prohibit the gathering of people for any purpose and may 
establish procedures to be followed during the epidemic to insure continuation of essential public health 
services and enforcement of health laws. 
  
Under the MDHHS order, and consistent with MCL 333.2261, violations are punishable by a misdemeanor 
punishable by imprisonment for not more than six months or a fine of not more than $200, or both, and under 
MCL 333.2262, violations of the order are also punishable by a civil fine of fine of up to $1,000. The order can be 
enforced by state and/or local law enforcement. (Note that the Michigan State Police and MIOSHA do enforce 
these orders.) 

On March 19, 2021, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) issued MDHHS 
Emergency Order, “March 19 - Gatherings and Face Mask Order,” effective at 12:01 a.m. on March 22, 2021, in 
effect through April 19, 2021, at 11:59 p.m.   

• Capacity Limits Fact Sheet 
• Enhanced Outdoor Stadium and Arena Guidance 
• Dining Guide 
• Epidemic Order FAQs 

Because the order and the additional resources cover not only the specific mandates of the order, but also 
answer many common questions, this Fact Sheet is not including the extensive excerpts that it has previously.  
 
The following excerpted FAQs from the March 22 Epidemic Order FAQs link above may be helpful.  

Q: What does "indoors" mean for the purposes of this Order? 
A: "Indoors" means a location that is fully or partially enclosed on the top and: 

• fully or partially enclosed on two or more contiguous sides; or 
• if fully or partially enclosed on two non-contiguous sides, any part of that space that is 

more than 8 feet from an open side is indoors. 

Indoor spaces, therefore, include most buildings (such as barns and garages), vehicles (such as buses and 
trains), and temporary structures (including tents or canopies with side walls or coverings). 
 
Tents with one side are not indoors. Tents with two opposite sides are indoors, except for the spaces 
within them that are within 8 feet of an open side. Tents with two adjacent sides, three sides, or four 
sides, are all indoors. The placement of a tent next to a wall, building, or other structure is equivalent to 
a side. Opening a doorway in the middle of a side does not make that side open. For more information 
about indoor spaces that are permitted for dining, see Outdoor Seating Enclosures guidance. 
 

  

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455-554922--,00.html
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xx3upwm5b1czupkswjtjewhu))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-333-2253
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(zv2g00mp0enrq4hmlj0avhnr))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-333-2261
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(zv2g00mp0enrq4hmlj0avhnr))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-333-2262
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455-554922--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/3-19_Epidemic_Order_v6_719889_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/Enhanced_Outdoor_Stadium_and_Arena_Guidance_3.19.21_719887_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/3-19_COVID_Outdoor_Seating_v2_719888_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455-555011--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/COVID_Outdoor_Seating_710965_7.pdf
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Q: What workers are still allowed or required to work in person? 
 
A: Work should be completed remotely unless it is strictly necessary for an employee to be in person to 
complete their job duties. See MDHHS's Guidance for Employers (Nov. 6, 2020) and MIOSHA's 
Emergency Rules (Oct. 14, 2020). Employer Guidance (Michigan.gov) 
 

MTA Note: See the following on employee safety: 
 
The MDHHS issued its guidance for employers in Keeping a Safe Workplace on Nov. 6, 2020. 
 
The Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA) and the Workers’ 
Disability Compensation Agency, both within the Michigan Department of Labor and Economic 
Opportunity have also promulgated emergency rules to clarify the safety requirements 
employers—including townships—must follow to protect their employees from COVID-19. 
Again, these are similar requirements to those previously required in EOs. Under the MIOSHA 
rules, employers that resume in-person work must, among other things, have a written COVID-
19 preparedness and response plan and provide thorough training to employees that covers, at 
a minimum, workplace infection-control practices, proper use of personal protection 
equipment, steps workers must take to notify the township of any COVID-19 symptoms or a 
suspected or confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19, and how to report unsafe working conditions. A 
MIOSHA infographic (sign/brief fact sheet) on the rules is available here. 
 
Under the workers’ compensation rules, first responders—including emergency medical services 
workers, law enforcement and fire safety personnel, among others—are presumed eligible for 
compensable personal injuries under the Workers’ Disability Compensation Act if they are 
diagnosed with COVID-19, by a physician or a presumed positive test result. The rules are in 
effect for six months [Starting March 20, 2021].  

 
Q: Are local government offices still permitted to be open to the public? 
 
A: Yes. (MTA Note: The township board must have adopted a Covid 19 Preparedness Plan to open 
township facilities.) 
 
Q: Are public meetings or board meetings permitted under this Order? 
 
A: Yes, up to 25 persons may gather for a meeting. Under Public Act 254 of 2020, public meetings may 
be conducted virtually for any reason through March 30, 2021.  
 
(MTA Note: Under the OMA, a person cannot be refused entry to a meeting of a public body, so if 
more than 25 persons show up at an in-person meeting of a public body, the meeting must be ended. 
Because that is not a desirable outcome, boards should still consider using the electronic meeting 
options available through Dec. 31, 2021, or offer the public electronic meeting participation, even if 
board members do not or cannot participate electronically.) 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/2021105_Guidance_for_employers_707083_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/Final_MIOSHA_Rules_705164_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/Final_MIOSHA_Rules_705164_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-100467_100477_100487_100494---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/2021105_Guidance_for_employers_707083_7.pdf
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=lnks.gd&u=&e=amVubkBtaWNoaWdhbnRvd25zaGlwcy5vcmc=&t=dUZOTHBpdVhUVWFsMWg3Vms0eVhNcnFYRGo1L085TkFuYmRUMU1ZV05ZTT0=&h=b2453584e27a4850a19272e72c793039
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=lnks.gd&u=&e=amVubkBtaWNoaWdhbnRvd25zaGlwcy5vcmc=&t=dUZOTHBpdVhUVWFsMWg3Vms0eVhNcnFYRGo1L085TkFuYmRUMU1ZV05ZTT0=&h=b2453584e27a4850a19272e72c793039
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=lnks.gd&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9sbmtzLmdkL2wvZXlKaGJHY2lPaUpJVXpJMU5pSjkuZXlKaWRXeHNaWFJwYmw5c2FXNXJYMmxrSWpveE1UQXNJblZ5YVNJNkltSndNanBqYkdsamF5SXNJbUoxYkd4bGRHbHVYMmxrSWpvaU1qQXlNREV3TVRRdU1qZzNNemsyTXpFaUxDSjFjbXdpT2lKb2RIUndjem92TDNkM2R5NXRhV05vYVdkaGJpNW5iM1l2Wkc5amRXMWxiblJ6TDJ4bGJ5OUZiV1Z5WjJWdVkzbGZVblZzWlhOZk1UQXVNVFJmTnpBMU1UQTVYemN1Y0dSbUluMC5uSi1hX013dVBrYzNGNk1jUmZURGw2YWY4NVh2OTVtdnM0Q1VaMlZXczFzL3MvMTI1MDkwNjgxMy9ici84Njg1ODI2NDM4MS1s&e=amVubkBtaWNoaWdhbnRvd25zaGlwcy5vcmc=&t=V3MvWUlWd0FIdmFzT2NpaG5aS09RZVVqRFV1OG5oQkE5bmh2YkVoWG83WT0=&h=b2453584e27a4850a19272e72c793039
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/WDCA_COVID-19_First_Response_ER_686779_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/Workplace_Guidelines-Reopening_Checklist_692021_7.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2019-2020/publicact/htm/2020-PA-0254.htm
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supervisor@whitewatertownship.org

From: Gregg Bird <gbird@gtcountymi.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 29, 2021 9:39 AM
To: Ron Popp
Subject: OMA info as discussed
Attachments: sample virtual meeting declaration suggestion.docx; Emergency Declaration for Traverse City (4).pdf

Good to hear from you, Ron. A pleasure as always.  
 
The attached examples are for your reference and here is the info on the three bills currently in committee at 
the state legislature.  
 

There are three bills currently introduced that would OMA pertaining to virtual meetings. The most recently 
introduced bill, SB 207 – sponsored by Sen. Schmidt – would extendability to hold remote/virtual meetings for 
any reason through June 29, 2021 - 2021-SIB-0207.pdf (mi.gov). 

 Two other bills have been introduced and are pending in the House: 

HB 4286 - 2021-HIB-4286.pdf (mi.gov) – would allow public bodies whose members are not elected at a 
general election and who is not compensated (other than travel costs) to continue to meet remotely. 

HB 4371 - 2021-HIB-4371.pdf (mi.gov) – would remove the March 30 deadline and allow local public bodies to 
continue to hold remote/virtual meetings; however, it is unlikely this bill will be taken up in the near future. 

 
 

Regards, 
Gregg 
 
Gregg Bird PEM, NEMP 
Emergency Management Coordinator 
 
Office: (231) 995‐6059 
Cell: (231) 590‐2373 
Email: gbird@gtcountymi.gov 
 
www.grandtraverse.org/EM 
www.Fb.com/GTCemergency 

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

   

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 
Enroll for CodeRED here 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2021-2022/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2021-SIB-0207.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2021-2022/billintroduced/House/pdf/2021-HIB-4286.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2021-2022/billintroduced/House/pdf/2021-HIB-4371.pdf


Sample declaration verbiage suggestion. 

 

 

In recognition that the COVID-19 pandemic continues to adversely affect our region and includes a 
recent increase in positive cases and hospitalizations. In addition to understanding that MCL 333.2253(l) 
provides that *[i]f the director determines that control of an epidemic is necessary to protect the public 
health the director by emergency order may prohibit the gathering of people for any purpose and may 
establish procedures to be followed during the epidemic to insure continuation of essential public health 
services and enforcement of health laws. Emergency procedures shall not be limited to this code." See 
also /n re Certified Questions, Docket No. 161492 (Viviano, J., concurring in part and dissenting in part, 
at20) ("[T]he 1919 law passed in the wake of the influenza epidemic and Governor Sleeper's actions is 
still the law, albeit in slightly modified for*."), ld. (McCormach'C.J., dissenting, at 12). Enforcing 
Michigan's health laws, including preventing disease, prolonging life, and promoting public health, 
requires limitations on gatherings and the establishment of procedures to control the spread of COVID-
l9. This includes limiting the number, location, size, and type of gatherings, and requiring the use of 
mitigation measures at gatherings as a condition of hosting such gatherings. (the preceeding part in 
italics copied from city of Traverse City’s declaration from December 2020) 

We acknowledge that not only must we take every precaution necessary to limit the spread of this virus, 
but also conduct government business effectively and in accordance with the Michigan Open Meetings 
Act. 

Therefore, we re-affirm and continue to acknowledge that a Public Health Emergency still exists within 
Grand Traverse County and will continue to make provisions and follow the advice of local, state, and 
federal officials in respect to public access to governmental meetings and meeting virtually, if necessary, 
under this Declaration of Public Health Emergency due to the COVID-19 virus until _________ (date) or 
this Board rescinds this declaration.  
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Covid 19: Declaring a Local State of Emergency  

under the Open Meetings Act,  
starting March 31, 2021, through December 31, 2021 

 

Note: The information provided here by MTA Legal Counsel applies to holding the meetings of any township 
public body, but only a supervisor and township board can declare a local state of emergency. 

 
Q. Can our township resume holding indoor in-person township board meetings? 

A. Under the current Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Order, effective March 5, 2021 
through April 19, 2021, you may resume indoor in person public meetings subject to certain limitations. Not 
more than 25 persons are allowed in the meeting room, including board members.  
 
Additionally, this cap number may be further limited by spacing restrictions requiring that persons not of the 
same household maintain 6 feet of distance from one another to the extent possible. Seating should be 
arranged accordingly. At these indoor meetings masks must also be worn unless a personal exception applies as 
set forth in in the MDHHS Order.  
 
It is also very important to be aware of the risk associated with holding an indoor public meeting with a number 
cap. The township cannot exclude members of the public from attending a public meeting, therefore, if more 
than the cap number (i.e., 25) attend the meeting in person, the meeting must be ended. Future changes to this 
MDHHS Order may alter the above restrictions so it is extremely important to keep watch for any such changes. 
 

Q. We think we will have more than 25 people attend our township board meeting. Can we instead have an 
electronic meeting of the board? 

A. Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, MCL 15.261 et seq., on and after March 31, 2021, 
through December 31, 2021, public bodies are permitted to hold meetings electronically only for reasons set 
forth in MCL 15.263, for accommodating absent members. Sec 3(2) of the OMA provides that procedures shall 
be established to accommodate board members who are absent because of: “military duty, a medical condition, 
or a statewide or local state of emergency or state of disaster declared pursuant to law or charter or local 
ordinance by the governor or a local official, governing body, or chief administrative officer that would risk the 
personal health or safety of members of the public or the public body if the meeting were held in person.” 
(emphasis added).  
 
As such, if your township has validly declared a local state of emergency, then for the duration of the 
emergency, but not longer than December 31, 2021, the township is allowed to continue conducting its 
meetings electronically, subject to the requirements of MCL 15.263a.  
 
You should also be aware that there are ongoing proposals for amendments to the OMA that could impact these 
provisions therefore you need to keep watch for any such future amendments. 

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455-553387--,00.html
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(jhvhii0oz5qahue3xjfngmq0))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-Act-267-of-1976
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(jhvhii0oz5qahue3xjfngmq0))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-15-263
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(jhvhii0oz5qahue3xjfngmq0))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-15-263a
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Q. Does a township have the authority to declare a local state of emergency? 

A. Under the Emergency Management Act, Public Act 390 of 1976, MCL 30.401 et seq., any municipality that has 
first appointed an emergency management coordinator may: [d]eclare a local state of emergency if 
circumstances within the county or municipality indicate that the occurrence or threat of widespread or severe 
damage, injury, or loss of life or property from a natural or human-made cause exists and, under a declaration of 
a local state of emergency, issue directives as to travel restrictions on county or local roads. MCL 30.410(b). 
 
While the language quoted above only allows a municipality to issue directives as to travel restrictions on county 
or local roads, it does not require any such directives be enacted in order to declare a local state of emergency. 
Thus, a municipality can declare a local state of emergency with COVID-19 being the cited reason because it is a 
“natural or human-made cause” that exists within the community and threatens widespread or severe injury or 
loss of life, if contracted.  
 
The power to declare a local state of emergency is vested in the chief executive official of the township. The 
chief executive official is defined as the township supervisor. Additionally, the emergency declaration may not 
last more than seven (7) days, without the township board (the governing body of the municipality) voting in a 
meeting to extend, by resolution, the declaration for a set period of time. The declaration of emergency must be 
in writing, and promptly transmitted to the Department of State Police Emergency Division.   
 
It should also be noted that some counties have already declared a local state of emergency and that pursuant 
to such declaration municipalities within such counties may hold electronic public meetings. Such authority to 
hold electronic meetings extends during the duration of the county emergency declaration but cannot extend 
beyond December 31, 2021.  
 
Finally, the plain language of the OMA allows a township board to adopt an ordinance to declare a local state of 
emergency. 
 
Q. How does a township appoint an emergency management coordinator?  
 
A. The method for appointing an emergency management coordinator is set forth at MCL 30.409(2) to (4). The 
emergency coordinator is appointed by the township supervisor. 
 
Under the statute, a township with a population of 25,000 people or more shall either: (1) appoint an 
emergency management coordinator; (2) appoint the coordinator of the county as its emergency management 
coordinator; or (3) make no appointment, in which case the township supervisor serves as the emergency 
management coordinator. MCL 30.409(2). 
 
Townships with populations of 10,000 people or more may appoint an emergency management coordinator to 
serve at the direction of the township supervisor. MCL 30.409(3). Finally, townships with a population less than 
10,000 may appoint an emergency services coordinator who serves at the direction of the county emergency 
management coordinator. MCL 30.409(4). 
 
A public official is not barred from being appointed a municipality’s emergency management coordinator. MCL 
30.409(6). Additionally, a county coordinator can be appointed a municipal coordinator for any municipality 
within the county and vice versa. MCL 30.409(7). 
 
 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(jhvhii0oz5qahue3xjfngmq0))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-Act-390-of-1976
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(jhvhii0oz5qahue3xjfngmq0))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-30-410
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(jhvhii0oz5qahue3xjfngmq0))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-30-409
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(jhvhii0oz5qahue3xjfngmq0))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-30-409
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(jhvhii0oz5qahue3xjfngmq0))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-30-409
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(jhvhii0oz5qahue3xjfngmq0))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-30-409


MEMO 
 
To: Whitewater Township Board 
From: Cheryl A. Goss, Clerk  
Date: 04/03/2021 
Re: Park Ranger Wage Approval 
 

 
 
The following park rangers intend to return to the park for the 2021 season.  Their 
recommended hourly rates are as follows: 
 
Dan Belanger   $17.43/hour   
Peggy Quast  $17.43/hour 
Robert Daniels  $15.96/hour 
Trenton Kooistra $13.79/hour 
Kinzie Gallo  $13.39/hour 
 
An appropriate motion would be:  Motion to approve 2021 wages for Dan Belanger, 
Peggy Quast, Robert Daniels, Trenton Kooistra, and Kinzie Gallo as recommended by 
the clerk. 
 

# # # 
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 Office of the 
Whitewater Township 
Supervisor  

Memo 
To: Whitewater Township Board 

From: Ron Popp, Supervisor 

CC: None 

Date: 3-29-2021 

Re: Proposed Road Brine Agreement -  

Board Members, 

    According to Grand Traverse County Road Commission Staff, the annual road brine 

agreements are expected in the first week of April. As of this writing, they have not been 

distributed to the townships. With the significantly diminished 2020/2021 snow fall totals, it is 

likely the current soil moisture level is also reduced in turn creating dusty road syndrome earlier 

than most years. In fact, during the week of March 22, 2021, the Township received the first 

inquiry as to when dust control measures would begin for the year. 

     The brine agreements may look a little different this year as we have been told the Road 

Commission will only cost share on the first two brine applications. In 2020 we actually used 3 

for the first time in many years. The likely culprit a light snow fall winter and early spring too. 

Follow ups after each application are completed looking for application issues. The brine 

composition/concentration has also come in question in the past so, I am currently seeking 

information on application rates, specific gravity values and chemical content.   

     For the reasons above, the following Motion is submitted: Motion to authorize the Supervisor 

to execute the annual County Road Improvement Agreement (brine agreement) between 

Whitewater Township and the Grand Traverses County Road Commission for the 2021/2022 

fiscal year capped at three (3) applications or $22,000 total expenditure, which-ever is less.  

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Ron Popp 

Supervisor, Whitewater Township 











MEMO 
 
To: Whitewater Township Board 
From: Cheryl A. Goss, Clerk  
Date: 04/06/2021 
Re: 2021 Lawn Maintenance Bids  
 

 
The attached bid form has been revised for 2021.  Upon approval, the clerk will post, distribute 
and publish in order to choose a mowing contractor at the May 11th meeting. 
 
An appropriate motion would be:  Motion to approve the 2021 Specifications for Lawn 
Maintenance and Cleanups form. 
 

# # # 



 

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP 
5777 Vinton Road • P.O. Box 159 • Williamsburg, MI 49690 

(231) 267-5141 • FAX (231) 267-9020 

 

2021 Specifications for Lawn Maintenance and Cleanups 
 
Circle Hill Cemetery — 5194 Vinton Road, Williamsburg 49690 
1. Mow every two weeks or as needed.  Must be done just before Memorial Day. 
 Price per mow:  Year 1__________  Year 2__________  Year 3__________ 
2. Spring and fall cleanups.   (see requirements below) 
 Price per cleanup:  Year 1__________ Year2__________  Year 3__________ 
 
Williamsburg Cedar Rapids Cemetery — Old M-72, just east of Fire Station 
1. Mow every two weeks or as needed.  Must be done just before Memorial Day. 
 Price per mow:  Year 1__________  Year 2__________  Year 3__________ 
2. Spring and fall cleanups.   (see requirements below)  
 Price per cleanup:  Year 1__________ Year2__________  Year 3__________ 
 
Township Hall — 5777 Vinton Road, Williamsburg 49690 (Irrigation present but not used) 
1. Mow as needed. 
 Price per mow:  Year 1__________  Year 2__________  Year 3__________ 
2. Spring and fall cleanups.   (see requirements below)  
 Price per cleanup:  Year 1__________ Year2__________  Year 3__________ 
 
Hi Pray Park — 6075 Elk Lake Road, Williamsburg 49690 
1. Front ballfield (irrigated) - Mow once a week. 
 Price per mow:  Year 1__________  Year 2__________  Year 3__________ 
2. Mow other areas as needed (small ballfield, tennis and basketball court areas, common areas) 
 Price per cleanup:  Year 1__________ Year2__________  Year 3__________ 
 
Whitewater Township Park — 9500 Park Road, Williamsburg 49690 
1. Mow common areas and nature trails — once a week at beginning of season; as needed 

throughout season 
 Price per mow:  Year 1__________  Year 2__________  Year 3__________ 
2. Mow grassy areas in campground interior at Parks & Recreation Administrator request. 
 Price per mow:  Year 1__________  Year 2__________  Year 3__________ 
 
Petobego Natural Area – South side of Angell Road, 1 mile west of Elk Lake Road 
1. Mow parking lot on south side of Angell Road approximately once per month. 
 Price per mow:  Year 1__________  Year 2__________  Year 3__________ 
 
Lossie Road Nature Trail – East side of Cook Road, 1.5 miles north of M-72 
1. Mow entrance/small parking area off Cook Road. 
 Price per mow:  Year 1__________  Year 2__________  Year 3__________ 
 
 
 



 
SPRING AND FALL CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS:  Spring and fall cleanups of the 
cemeteries and township hall property should include all of the following: 
1. Gathering of all leaves, sticks, pine cones, pine needles, and other natural debris, 

including along fence lines and around headstones.     
2. Trim low-hanging branches which interfere with mowing. 
3. Remove all remnants of snowplow damage to mowed areas at township hall. 
4. Gather trash and place in trash containers on site.  If an item is too large for the 

container, leave it next to the container. 
5. Advise Township Clerk of damage to headstones at cemeteries.   
 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS:   
1. As an independent contractor, you must carry liability insurance and workers' compensation 

for employees and provide proof of current insurance to Township Clerk.  
2. Must bid all areas, with separate quotes for each area. 
3. It is the township’s intent to award a 3-year contract.  Please submit bid prices for  

year 1, year 2, and year 3.  (If the price is the same for all 3 years, please so indicate.) 
 
 
DEADLINE FOR BIDS IS MONDAY, MAY 3, 2021.   
 
 
PROPOSALS SHOULD BE IN AN ENVELOPE WITH YOUR NAME ON IT AND 
MARKED “2021 LAWN MAINTENANCE BID.”   
 
SEND BIDS TO TOWNSHIP CLERK CHERYL GOSS VIA: 
1. E-mail to clerk@whitewatertownship.org. 
 OR 
2. Fax to 231-267-9020, Attention Clerk Goss 
 OR 
3. Leave in outside drop box marked Clerk/Notary at south entrance of township hall,  
 5777 Vinton Road, Williamsburg. 
 
 
If you have questions, please call Clerk Goss at 231-267-5141, ext 24. 
 

# # # 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Form approved by Whitewater Township Board on __________  

mailto:clerk@whitewatertownship.org
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 Office of the 
Whitewater Township 
Supervisor  

Memo 
To: Whitewater Township Board 

From: Ron Popp, Supervisor 

CC: None 

Date: 4-01-2021 

Re: Preliminary Engineering/Facility Study  

Board Members, 

     During budget discussions this year the possible need for a facility study was introduced. 

The same need was identified while looking into future water and sewer want/needs of the 

Township. During the April 13, 2021 Township Board Meeting, Mr. Mike Jantz presented 

some information that may help us prepare for future needs and correctly position the Township 

in a place to take full advantage of future funding opportunities that seem to follow recovery 

plans like that of the COVID plan.  

Considering state and federal grant applications are not normal day to day events in Whitewater 

Township, seeking professional advice on the topic is in order. Thinking about the presentation 

how would the Board like to continue? 

Respectfully,  

 

Ron Popp 

Supervisor, Whitewater Township 
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