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APPROVED SEPTEMBER 11, 2024 
WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES FOR REGULAR MEETING 
August 7, 2024 

  
Call to Order at 7:00 p.m. 
Roll Call:  Jacobson, Keaton, Wroubel, Slopsema, Vollmuth, Peltonen 
                  Absent:  DeYoung 

Also in attendance:   Recording Secretary MacLean, Planner Mielnik,  Zoning Administrator Graber, Supervisor Popp 
          

Set / Adjust Agenda:  Set 

Declaration of Conflict of Interest:  None 

Public Comment:   
Start:  7:05 p.m. 
Michael Sherman requesting preliminary review 
End:  7:12 p.m. 
 

Approval of Minutes:   
MOTION by Vollmuth second by Jacobson to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of July 10, 2024, as amended.   
On voice vote, all in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Correspondence:  Acme Township Master Plan 
 
Reports and Presentations:  
Zoning Administrator Report, Graber:  Updated the report format.  Busy.   

Chair’s Report, Slopsema:   Presented MTA training opportunity.                
Township Board Rep, Vollmuth:  No agenda out for Board meeting.      
ZBA Representative, Wroubel:  No cases in July.   
Committee Reports:  None 
   
Unfinished Business: 

1. Zoning Map update – Mielnik, received a digital map.  Shared with county and got a large map created.  Will 
make a couple changes including indicating stream center and road names. 
 

2. Zoning Ordinance Update - Mielnik    
a.  PUD and CO-PUD – DeYoung (NA) and Vollmuth:  Vollmuth shared a worksheet for member input. 
 

b.  Primary Dimensional Requirements, Table 4-1 review.  Discussion ensued.  Mielnik to address the changes. 
Add Ordinance 26, Land Division for discussion in the September meeting.   
 

c.  Revisit remaining items – Mielnik, explanation of edits made.  Mielnik will address dwelling(s) throughout. 
Mielnik will bring the final zoning map and the edits as discussed.  
 

Get the review from legal before the public hearing and have legal provide the reasoning as to why a change is 
being recommended. 
 

3. Master Plan (MP) Draft Review.   
Review text within plan, Chapters 5 and 6 related to: 
a.  Short Term Rental – discussion ensued.    
b.  Agricultural Parcel Size – Rural Character 
c.  Other Items - Jacobson addressed some of the correspondence that Kim Mangus provided on the MP Draft, 
specifically noting State and Federal Constitutional property rights and regulating via lot / parcel sizes.   
PC members asked to come back with an eye on these specifically to make sure the verbiage is what the PC wants 
included.   
 

4. Planning Commission bylaws – rule of necessity definition.  Consensus on the definition. 
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New Business:   
1.  Michigan Association of Planning, Group Membership.  Consensus to sign up for individual memberships.  

Bring this back next month.   
 

Discussion of the preliminary review for Mr. Sherman.  Mielnik, Keaton and Jacobson are willing to participate 8/29. 
 
PC Discussion / Comments 

1. Key Notes to share at next Regular TB meeting:  Let them know we are getting close on the zoning ordinance to 
present to legal for review.  Possibly joint meeting. 

2. Action items for PC members as discussed throughout. 
             
Next meeting:   Regular meeting: September 4, 2024,  

 
Public Comment:    
10:48 p.m.  None 
 
 

Continuing Education:   
1.  Agri Business – Peltonen, shared information from the Agri-tourism Summit. 
2.  Parking – Mielnik, shared information on how parking lots have changed. 
 
MOTION by Vollmuth second by Jacobson to adjourn.   
Roll call vote:  Yes votes by Slopsema, Jacobson, Peltonen, Wroubel, Keaton and Vollmuth.  Motion approved. 

Adjournment: 10:50 p.m.    
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Lois MacLean,  
Recording Secretary  


