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WILLIAMSBURG AMERICAN LEGION 
POST #289 WILL HONOR OUR FALLEN 
ON MONDAY, MAY 26, 2025
The Deal-Ridgeway American Legion Post #289 of Williamsburg, 
Michigan will host the 2025 Williamsburg Memorial Day Parade.  
Ceremonies will be held at the Williamsburg Cemetery, Mill Creek, 
and Circle Hill Cemetery.  

The Memorial Day Parade is 
scheduled for Monday, May 26, 2025. 
We will muster at the Fire Station 
on Old M-72 around 9:00 AM and 
“march” about 9:30 AM. The Memorial 
Day luncheon picnic will be served at 
the Circle Hill Cemetery. We will allow 
walking and driving this year because 
bus service will not be available. This 
is a great event for our community, 
and we welcome your attendance.

The Williamsburg Memorial Day 
Parade honors our Fallen: so, please 
join your friends and neighbors for this 
Patriotic event in OUR community.

DIRECTORY 
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SUPERVISOR 
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TRUSTEE 
Tim Arends
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231-534-2421

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 
Deb Graber ext. 21
zoning@whitewatertownshipmi.gov
Wednesday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

ASSESSOR 
Dawn Kuhns * 231-409-1827
assessordawn@gmail.com
By Appointment

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
911 Emergency
Chief Josh Morgan * 231-267-5969
firechief@whitewatertownshipmi.gov



FROM SUPERVISOR SLOPSEMA
Dear Residents and Business Owners:
These first few months in office have been rather hectic 
with getting up-to-speed on outstanding issues, learning 
the Supervisor role, getting the Whitewater Township Park 
ready for the camping season, and gaining training in 
township governance. I feel we are making great progress 
on many fronts and know there is so much more that 
needs to be done. I am happy to report on key projects 
since taking office in late November: 

• American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) - Coronavirus 
State & Local Fiscal Recovery 

 ─ Total Funds =  $391,321 ($295,404 direct and 
$95,917 from GT County) 

 ─ Projects:
1. Fiber Internet Access $121,148 
2. Replacement Fire Pumper Truck $270,173

NOTE:  In December 2024 the Lossie Trail improvement 
project was cancelled, and funds ($177,153) were 
reallocated to the Fire Pumper Truck due to a federal 
rule timing requirement. This urgent action allowed the 
township to preserve the funding for the township.

• Updates to  township information technology and 
security systems:  

 ─ Whitewater Township website is now 
whitewatertownshipmi.gov  

 ─ Upgrading operational software to streamline the 
clerk and treasurer’s offi ce operations.  Transition 
to be complete in late 2025.

• Zoom equipment has been replaced to address 
sound and video problems.

• Whitewater Township Park Electrical Upgrade to 
address peak summertime demands and provide 
capacity for future campground expansion will go 
out for bid in May.

• Roads:  Met with GT County to review the township 
road ratings and road improvement projects 

HELLO FROM THE NEW         
TOWNSHIP BOARD 

Left to Right: Wendy Hoeksema, Clerk; Randy Mielnik, 
Trustee; Linda Slopsema, Supervisor; Tim Arends, 
Trustee; Jill Koester, Treasurer

FROM CLERK HOEKSEMA
Hello friends and neighbors, 
As your Township Clerk, I’m here to serve you, to help 
you stay informed, make local government easier to 
understand, and ensure that everything we do is open, 
honest, and in the best interests of our community.

Before this role, I worked in nursing and banking, careers 
that taught me the importance of accuracy, care, and 
trust. I’m also a proud mother and grandmother, and I 
truly love this community. That’s why I felt compelled to 
step up and serve.  

Here’s a little of what I do each day to help keep the 
township running smoothly:

• Post meeting notices and agendas

• Record and certify Township Board decisions

• Maintain public records and ensure accessibility

• Process payroll and payments

• Coordinate elections, voter services, and absentee 
ballots

• Offer notary services

• Cemetery coordinator

Elections Matter
Running fair and secure elections is one of my top 
priorities. I am staying up to date with training and laws to 
ensure our elections are trustworthy and accurate.

A Big Thank You to My Team
I’d like to thank Deputy Clerk Maria and Election Workers 
for their incredible work. Their dedication helps keep 
everything running smoothly, and I couldn’t do this job 
without them!

Here for You
One of the best parts of my job is talking with all of you 
who stop by the office. Whether you need help with a 
document, have a question, or just want to know more 
about how things work, I’m always here to help.

Visit Us Online
Stay informed by visiting our website for helpful 
links, meeting updates, and more: https://
whitewatertownshipmi.gov.  

Thank you for the opportunity to serve. It’s an honor to 
work for you every day.
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approved for 2025.  Nearly 80% of township roads 
are in poor condition.  Specifi c discussion focused 
on how to address citizen concerns and how to 
fund it.  Follow-up discussions are planned to 
review recommendations and estimated costs.  
These new projects most likely would take place in 
2026 or 2027.  Improving those road conditions is 
a priority for all residents.

We at the township will be busy this summer on many 
different fronts. I hope you all have an enjoyable summer, 
and I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible.



FROM TREASURER KOESTER
It has been a privilege to meet so many of our amazing residents over the past six months. I truly enjoy speaking with 
the people who come into our office, sharing history about our township and their lives here. Andy and I have had much 
to learn in a short period of time and have proudly completed our first tax season, but not without the help of some truly 
stellar people that I would like to publicly recognize and thank:  Dawn Kuhns, our Assessor; Chloe Macomber, Treasurer 
of Garfield Township; the staff at Grand Traverse County Treasurer’s Department; and our very own Trustee, Tim Arends 
– whose experience and willingness to serve far above and beyond what his position requires, has been invaluable.   

I also have the pleasure of introducing our Deputy Treasurer, Andy Tezak.  He is not only a joy to work with but has 
proven to be an incredible asset to our entire Team and generously offers his time and service in many areas of town hall 
business, including helping with elections and park administration. 

Andy Tezak – Deputy Treasurer: 
Having the privilege of growing up in Whitewater Township, I have felt the need to give back to our wonderful community. 
My degrees in Finance and Legal Studies have allowed me to hit the ground running with this new job. When I’m not 
combing through spreadsheets, I operate my own farms in the surrounding area and spoil my yellow labrador, Maverick. 
I look forward to helping you navigate tax seasons in the future, and listening to any feedback to implement new 
processes, making your life easier.

2024 Tax Season Recap & Looking Ahead
We’re pleased to report that the 2024 Tax Season was a success.  With only ten days from the day we took office until 
the tax bills needed to be in the mail, it was a whirlwind learning experience! Our settlement process with Grand Traverse 
County went smoothly and Whitewater Township did not require any corrections or adjustments this year - a testament to 
our attention to detail.

New Features Coming Soon
We’re excited to announce significant improvements aimed at enhancing your experience and service from the Treasury 
Department. In response to resident feedback, we’re in the process of implementing a new accounting system that will 
allow for online property tax payments, and use of credit cards -  a highly requested feature we’re proud to be making a 
reality this fall. 

FROM FIRE CHIEF MORGAN

I wanted to take a few minutes to 
share some exciting news from 
your Fire Department. At the start 
of April, we officially launched 
our new On-Call EMS Response 
Program — and it’s already 
making a big difference in how 
fast we can get help to you when 
you need it most.

Here’s the simple version of how it works: Whitewater 
Township shares an ambulance with Acme Township 
through Mobile Medical Response (MMR). During the day 
(7:00 AM to 7:00 PM), the ambulance is stationed at Acme 
Corners. At night (7:00 PM to 7:00 AM), it moves over and is 
based right here in Whitewater Township. It’s a good setup 
that saves both townships money, but the reality is that the 
ambulance covers two busy areas. If it’s already out on a 
call — either in Acme or Whitewater — and you have an 
emergency, you might be waiting a bit for the next closest 
ambulance (usually coming from Elk Rapids or Traverse 
City).  

That’s why we built the On-Call EMS Program. Now, 
when a 911 call comes in, our trained firefighter/EMTs 
can respond right away from home or the station. They’re 
equipped to start immediate care — things like CPR, using 
a defibrillator, stopping bleeding, giving oxygen — all the 
critical first steps that can make a real difference before an 
ambulance gets there. Especially in a rural area like ours, 
every minute matters.

This wasn’t something we threw together overnight. It took 
a lot of planning, training, and getting the right people in 
place. Our team has been working hard to make sure we’re 
ready — and we’re proud to step up and provide this new 
level of service for our community. Just to be clear: MMR 
is still the ambulance service that handles transport to the 
hospital. Our job with this new program is to make sure 
you’re getting help faster, and to support MMR and our 
other partners in giving you the best possible care.

It’s been a busy few 
months putting all of this 
into place, but honestly, 
it’s been one of the most 
rewarding projects we’ve 
taken on. Everything 
we’re doing is about 
making Whitewater 
Township safer, 
stronger, and better 
prepared for whatever 
comes our way.

Thanks, as always, for 
supporting your fire 
department. It means 
more than you know. If 
you see us out and about, 
stop by and say hello — 
or better yet, swing by 
the station sometime and 
check out what we’ve 
been working on.
 
            Stay safe!
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PLANNING FOR TOMORROW
Two of the most important community development 
tools are the Master Plan and the Zoning Ordinance. 
Concerning both, Whitewater Township reached two 
significant milestones. On February 5, 2025, a new Master 
Plan was adopted, marking the culmination of two years 
of effort by the Planning Commission, Township Board, 
and Resident Outreach Subcommittee (ROS).

The development of the new Master Plan was guided by 
a public survey and two public planning events held in 
2023. The master plan was on the agenda for numerous 
meetings, and a special thank you is extended to past and 
present planning commission members, township board 
members, and ROS volunteers. 

The master plan is not a static document. It should be 
reviewed again in five years (or sooner) to ensure it 
continues to provide an inspirational yet achievable vision 
for development, redevelopment, and preservation. Hard 
copies of the Master Plan are available in the Clerk’s office 
or can be downloaded at www.whitewatertownshipmi.
gov/planning-commission.html

While working on the Master Plan, the Planning 
Commission was also able to complete a zoning 
clarification project.  Much of this work centered on 
matters such as making sure all amendments were 
incorporated into a single document, creating an official 

zoning map, reorganizing the material, improving 
graphics and formatting, creating links between 
related sections, creating a detailed table of contents, 
and making minor clarification edits to more clearly 
express requirements. The result is a more user-friendly 
document that is easier to administer and provides 
a better foundation for more zoning updates.  While 
the zoning clarification project was a major step 
forward, much work remains to be done.  The Master 
Plan contains a long list of recommended updates to 
accomplish goals such as rural character preservation 
and economic development.  Work is about to begin 
on this second phase of zoning updates, leading to 
even better tools to help 
Whitewater Township 
reach its goals.     

Other areas that will likely 
receive considerable 
attention in the future 
include short-term rentals 
and the creation of a 
private road ordinance. 
Please monitor the 
planning commission 
and township board 
agendas in the coming 
months for opportunities 
to weigh in on these and 
other important planning 
issues.  

ZONING 
The Whitewater Township Zoning 
Ordinance is available on our website 
along with the land use permit 
application.  

If you are considering any type of 
improvement around your home or property that would 
increase square footage, height, change or increase in 
use, add a pole barn or addition of a deck, be sure to 
contact the Zoning Administrator. It is important to know 
the setbacks for your side, front and rear yards of your 
property. A land use permit may be required prior to 
requesting a building permit from Grand Traverse County. 

The process begins by knowing your zoning district 
and reviewing the permitted uses versus a special use 
that requires additional approvals from the Planning 
Commission or Township Board. Complete a land use 
application, list what you intend to do, attach drawings of 
the build, site plan, pay your fee, and submit to the Zoning 
Administrator for review.

All structures require a land use permit from the township. 
The size and location of the structure will determine if a 
fee will be required.  

The role of the zoning administrator includes 
enforcement of the ordinances our township residents 
have established. We live in a beautiful place, and 
working together, we can keep it that way. The Zoning 
Administrator is in the office on Wednesdays from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

Hi-Pray Park Cleanup
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Please 
consider 
joining us on 
Saturday, May 
31st, between 
9 am and 2 
pm at Hi-
Pray Park in 
Williamsburg, 
to help ready 
the park for 
summer and 
to assist in 
assembling 
the new 
bleachers for 
the ball fields.

Adults 
bring rakes, 
shovels, 
gloves, etc.

Contact Melissa Melton with any questions – 
email: mammelton@gmail.com
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HOT DOGS PROVIDED FOR VOLUNTEERS

Deb Graber 



HAVE A TALENT YOU CAN 
SHARE?
 
Whitewater Township is a rural community of 
approximately 2,700 residents. We have a limited 
budget and staff to cover all our needs. Yet, 
we provide significant services, including a fire 
department, two municipal cemeteries, hiking trails, 
Whitewater Township Park (with a boat launch 
and camping facilities), and Hi Pray Park and its 
associated trails.

The Township is governed by the township board 
(5 elected officials) and supported by: a full-time 
Fire Chief, a full-time Parks Manager, a Zoning 
Administrator, an Assessor, part-
time deputy personnel to support 
the Supervisor, Treasurer, and the 
Clerk, 22 volunteer firefighters, and 
5-6 seasonal parks employees.  
Further, residents are appointed 
to the Planning Commission (6), 
Zoning Board of Appeals (5), Board 
of Review (3), and Parks Advisory 
Committee (5). 

There are endless opportunities for 
community members to help improve 
the township by volunteering their 
time and talents to the many aspects 
of the township.  Think of how you 
can help the township and volunteer 
or consider donating funds or 
supplies when the need arises.  Join 
the other volunteers who help where 
they can for as long as they can. 
Contact any board member with your 
ideas.
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CEMETERY INFORMATION

Whitewater Township has two cemeteries, Circle Hill 
Cemetery and Williamsburg Cedar Rapids Cemetery.

Circle Hill Cemetery is located on Vinton Road, 
approximately one mile south of the township hall, 
on the east side of the road.

Williamsburg Cedar Rapids Cemetery is located on 
the south side of Old M-72, east of the Emergency 
Services Building.

Please contact the clerk’s office for cemetery 
information, (231) 267-5141, ext. 24.



ANNUAL TOWNSHIP CLEANUP DAY
WHEN: SATURDAY, JUNE 14TH 
WHERE: MILL CREEK ACADEMY–OLD M-72
TIME: 8:00 A.M. TO NOON

TIRES WILL BE ACCEPTED THIS YEAR
• $5 – passenger tire
• $10 – Semi or 35-40 inch tire
• $5 extra for rim

 MUST SHOW PROOF OF RESIDENCY OR PROPERTY OWNERSHIP
           

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED:
• Yard waste
• Fluorescent Lightbulbs/Ballasts
• Wet Paint – Harmful Chemicals
• Flammable liquids
• Firearms/Ammunition
• Materials Containing Asbestos

Whitewater Township 
5777 Vinton Rd.  PO Box 159
Williamsburg, MI 49690


