


















































We have enjoyed our property and the community’s rural, quiet beauty since we purchased our 
property over 30 years ago.  As would be expected, with the growth of the area, traffic and 
congestion have increased.  However, there is another situation, short term rentals, that has 
grown and is quickly destroying the nature of our neighborhoods.


The VRBO and airbnb websites (as of 8/8/2025) nationally advertise 7 short-term rental 
properties along Skegemog Point Rd.  Except one property, they are all located in 
approximately the last mile of the 3 mile dead-end road. If you expand beyond Skegemog 
Point Rd, there are significantly more advertised short term rentals in Whitewater Township.


Several observations along Skegemog Point Rd:


1)  These 7 properties are advertising 35 bedrooms, housing 101+ people.  An average of 3 
people per bedroom.  Some of the 7 properties are advertising 18 people or higher. 


2)  If each visiting vehicle holds 3 people, it has the potential to add 25 to 30 additional vehicles 
to daily traffic.  Not to mention boat trailers.


3)  Based on the publicly available Grand Traverse County Property Online Records it would 
appear many owners are outside the community.


Our concerns follow:


1)   The right to the quiet enjoyment of our property:


The properties on Elk and Skegemog Lakes are zoned 401 Residential (R-1).  As such, you 
would expect a Residential environment with owner occupied dwellings.  Advertising short-
term rentals on a national short-term rental company website, by owners that do not 
necessarily reside in the community or property, is a profit motivated Commercial Activity. 
Clearly many of these properties are held primarily as an investment.


With the Commercial activity comes many disturbances such as litter, noise, excess vehicles 
and lack of respect from the short term renters as they will be gone in week.  All interfering with 
the neighbor’s quiet enjoyment.  There are many examples of these disturbances. 


It has been noted there are ordinances regulating some of these disturbances and the neighbor 
should just call the police.  It should not be the neighbor’s responsibility/burden to monitor the 
Commercial activity next door and call police.  Realistically, this will be ineffective and could be 
avoided by protecting Residential owners with strong, enforced zoning ordinances. 


2)   Safety:


Skegemog Point Rd has many walkers and bikers.  The road is a 3 mile long dead-end that is 
in terrible condition with inadequate shoulders.  Although not just the short-term renters, we 
have witnessed many vehicles operating at unsafe speeds that seem to ignore or not care 
about, the walkers.  As mentioned above, these Commercial short-term rentals have the 
potential to add 25 to 30 new vehicles to the road daily and changing weekly.


Additionally, as short term rentals operate without Commercial activity regulations and 
oversight, safety concerns are unaddressed such as capacity limits, septic, parking capacity, 



trash removal, emergency vehicle access, appropriate insurance, license and fees, fire 
suppression and related disclosures to name a few.


3)  Health:


Septic system adequacy and operating condition in Commercial use.


Residential septic systems are designed and permitted according to the number of bedrooms.  
Each bedroom acting as a proxy for the number of people using the dwelling.  As noted above, 
the given advertised rentals are averaging 3 people per bedroom.


There is no periodic septic compliance inspections of these short-term rental properties.  As 
such,  there is no guarantee that the number of bedrooms is consistent with the original septic 
design and it is working appropriately.  This issue affects both the adjacent neighbors and the 
lake water quality.


4)  In Summary:


With the creep of short-term rentals, our neighborhood is changing to a Commercial area in 
direct competition with Commercially zoned and operated hotels.  Accompanying this situation 
is a deterioration in the quiet enjoyment of property, safety and health.


Whitewater Township needs to develop a short-term rental policy that BANS such Commercial 
activities from Residential zoned areas.  If Commercial short-term businesses are allowed they 
should be within a Commercially zoned area, following appropriate building/safety codes and 
compliance oversight.


Finally, an enforcement procedure is necessary to allow the zoning administrator the tools to 
successfully complete the job requirements.  Any proposal for informal or formal hearings, with 
no accountability, is a waste of time and resources.  
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