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5/28 Memorial Day Parade 
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Many Thanks to March Storm Clean-up Volunteers 
It wasn’t the worst storm ever, not the most snow, not the coldest or windiest, but the warm temps made the quantities of snow very heavy, causing the most 

widespread damage that most of us had ever seen.  Whole trees and branches were down all over.  There was considerable damage throughout the       

Township including Township Hall, Cedar Rapids Cemetery, “Hi” Pray Park and Whitewater Township Park.  Clean-up bids came back ranging from 

$10,000 to $19,000. 

 

The Community rallied together.  Unsure of how much could actually get done, the volunteer efforts began.  Starting with Township Hall, volunteers 

chipped the fallen limbs.  A crew of 8 spent the day, March 24, clearing and opening roads throughout Whitewater Township Park.  Trustee Paul Hubbell 

continued the effort by felling and cutting up damaged trees at the Hall and “Hi” Pray.  Several small crews then continued with log stacking, removal and 

chipping.  The fire department then burned any residuals.   On April 7, a crew of over 20 property owners pulled together and tackled Whitewater Township 

Park.  Most of the damage was addressed in just 6 hours!  Lunch was provided by the Whitewater    Emergency Services Auxiliary with “Chef” Rod     

Kuncaitis serving up burgers and brats.  Later, a team of seasonal campers rented a bobcat and addressed stump removal .   

 

Many volunteers supplemented their personal wood piles for the coming winter and the Park has LOTS of wood to sell campers this summer.  The         

remaining work will be completed by the park staff throughout the 2012 camping season.  While the Township saved $10,000, more importantly lots of 

FUN work was had. 

 

Thanks to the following:  Orchard View Farms, SKF Electrical Contacting, Lance Miller, Arnell Boyd Family, Pat Miller Family,  Tim Arbenowske      

Family, Della Benak Family, Lois MacLean, Paul Hubbell Family, Rod Kuncaitis, Vaughn Harshfield, Steve Zakrajsek, Eric and Alex Bram, Glenn Savage, 

Paul Jorgensen, Tom Emerson, Edie Deveneau and many others.  If you were not listed and helped, please know that your help was greatly appreciated.  

 

 

2011 Whitewater Township Park  
Opening weekend was a success ! 

 

53 of the 55 campsites were cleaned and  raked by campers 

during cleanup weekend.  We had over 150 volunteers.  

This assistance is greatly appreciated by the park staff.  

 

A special thank you to Troop 115 and Pack 103 who    

oversaw the flag raising ceremony on Saturday, May 12. 

 

The Park is officially open for the 2012 season.  



Attention Whitewater Township Residents! 
Keep Whitewater Clean 

 
In the 2009 Whitewater Township Community Survey, 79% of respondents stated that Junk/Trash should be a       

priority for the Township. The Board agreed and took steps to move toward accomplishing the wishes of the          

residents.  They began the clean-up process by filing suit against a highly visible property in the Williamsburg       

Village area.  In December 2011 the Township also developed a policy and process for code violations.   

 

On Friday, May 4, 2012, Judge Thomas Power granted in favor of Whitewater Township with respect to the property 

located in the Village.  The property owners have 90 days in which to complete the clean-up or the Township is     

authorized to perform the work needed for compliance at the property owner’s expense.  

  

Each year, Whitewater Township offers at least one clean-up day, free of charge for items other than tires, to      

Township property owners.  The Township is committed to keeping Whitewater Township clean.   

 
Please take the time to review Township General Ordinance #38 and Section 16 of the Zoning      
Ordinance as they address junk and nuisances.  You can review them at Township Hall or on the 

web.  

WESA – Whitewater Emergency Services Auxiliary 
Mark your calendars – Save the dates 

May 31, 7 p.m., Regular Auxiliary Meeting, at the United Methodist Church.  Come check us out.  We are always 

looking for fresh ideas to help our emergency service personnel and pull the community together. 
 

September 15, 5-8 p.m., Annual Spaghetti Dinner, at the United Methodist Church.   

We will have drawings for some wonderful door prizes. 
 

October 27, 6-9 p.m., Halloween Party at the Fire Station. We are looking for volunteers to 

help with this spooktacular event.  If you like to have fun and enjoy the 

smiles on the faces of all the kids (young and old) we would love to have your help. 

 

December 4, 6 p.m., Community Christmas Tree Lighting  

at “Hi” Pray Park.  Santa will be there! 
 

 

More information on the fall events will be coming as the dates draw near. 

If you have any questions, please call Lois MacLean at 231-735-3987 or email:  

loismaclean@sbcglobal.net 

 

Memorial Day Services 
American Legion 

Deal Ridgeway Post 289 

Monday, May 28, 2012 

Assemble at  

Williamsburg Post Office at 9:00 AM 

March at 9:30 AM 

mailto:loismaclean@sbcglobal.net


TREASURER’S  CORNER    -     Ardella Benak 
Normal Office Hours at the Township Hall are as follows:   

Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 10:00 am — 5:00 pm.  Other times by appointment. 

 

2011 Tax settlement went 

very well with the County 

again this year.  Everything 

balanced with no issues.  We   

collected and distributed 

$5,112,954.84 in taxes.  

Less than 1/2% of taxes 

were turned over to Grand 

Traverse County for  collection.  A breakdown of the 

disbursements  is as follows: 

Road-End Legislation: Public Act 56 
The Michigan Senate and House passed legislation that  clearly 

defined and restricted the type of activities that may legally 

occur at the thousands of public road ends that terminate on 

Michigan’s inland lakes and streams. The bill revised the    

Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Public Act 

451 of 1994 by adding a section that specifically addresses 

public road ends.  The legislation was signed by the Lt.     

Governor on March 22, 2012 and took affect immediately as 

Public Act 56.  The Act provides statewide legal codification 

of nearly twenty year old court rulings that limited public road 

ends to one public dock, forbids overnight mooring and the 

installation of boat hoists. The Michigan Waterfront Alliance, 

Michigan Lake and Stream Association and several  Lake   

Associations advocated representatives and Senators for      

passage of this public road end legislation.  Unregulated activi-

ty at public road ends has contributed to public road right of 

way hazards, promoted uncivil behavior, shoreline degradation 

and has created additional pathways for the introduction of      

aquatic invasive species into Michigan lakes and streams. 

 

 

2011 Total Taxes  Levied  $                     5,359,857.47  

2011 Taxes  Collected  $                     5,112,954.84  

  

School Debt  $                        288,774.42  

School Operating  $                     1,176,318.79  

State Equalized Tax  (SET)  $                     1,006,949.16  

County  $                        844,251.02  

College  $                        495,124.70  

TBA ISD  $                        496,538.79  

Fire   $                        198,893.70  

Admin Fee  $                          50,610.03  

Library (TADL)  $                        185,307.97  

Comm. on Aging  $                          83,716.94  

COA Medical Care  $                        110,419.88  

Senior Center  $                          16,739.49  

Township Allocated  $                        100,808.36  

BATA  $                          58,501.59  
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2011 Taxes Levied, Not including Special Assessments or Commerical 
Forest   $5,359,857.47

NOTE!   
NEW HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION RULES 

 

PA 115 of 2012 extends the date for PRE 

(Homestead) Affidavit submissions from 

May 1 to June 1.  If you purchased a     

principal residence in Whitewater and have 

not yet filed your PRE, please do so now. 


