
WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

Whitewater Township Hall 5777 Vinton Rd Williamsburg MI  49690 

DRAFT Meeting Minutes SUMMARY 

Thursday, June 25, 2026 

All Members Present/Quorum established; Supervisor Slopsema, Clerk Hoeksema, Treasurer 
Koester, Trustee Mielnik, Trustee Arends 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Squire: Concerns over communication regarding placement of recycling bins 

Gruenwald-Dow: expressed multiple concerns with relocation of recycling bins 

RETIREMENT PRESENTATION: The Board received a presentation from the Municipal Employees’ 
Retirement System (MERS) regarding retirement plan options for township employees. Officials 
learned about potential cost savings, investment options and financial planning services available 
through the program. Further consideration of the proposal is expected at a future meeting. 

LAND DIVISION ORDINANCE UPDATE: Trustee Mielnik provided an update on anticipated changes 
to state land division laws. Based on feedback received during the 2025 Master Plan process, the 
Board discussed maintaining current local land division standards to help preserve the township’s 
rural character and natural resources. He also reported that the Planning Commission is working 
with Giffels-Webster to update zoning language in multiple ordinances. 

AUDIT: Clerk Hoeksema reported that the township’s annual audit has been rescheduled for mid-
August. Additional accounting support is being provided to help ensure compliance with the 
September 30 state deadline. 

WEBSITE: Clerk Hoeksema also updated the Board on the township website redesign. Board 
members are providing feedback to help prioritize improvements focused on usability and public 
access to documents. 

CLEAN UP DAY: Board heard report on the township’s annual Clean Up Day held June 13 at Mill 
Creek Academy. Approximately 380 vehicles participated, making use of 17 dumpsters. Resident 
feedback was reported as positive. 

CONSENT CALENDAR: Following discussion, the Board approved an updated Land Use Permit 
application and renewed its Michigan Townships Association membership, including access to 
online educational resources. A budget amendment of $1,500 was approved to support training 
and education expenses. 

RECYCLE CONTAINER LOCATION: After revisiting a previous decision to relocate recycling 
containers to Hi-Pray Park, the Board voted to rescind the June 11 approval. Township officials will 
gather additional public input and work with GFL Environmental to explore alternative locations. 



Updates were also provided on several ongoing projects, including the boat wash station, 
installation of solar-powered radar speed signs, and development of the township’s five-year 
recreation plan. 

The Board also discussed ambulance millage planning for the November election and reviewed 
best practices regarding meeting minutes and official records. 

Board Announcements: Clerk Hoeksema reported that AV ballots were mailed on 06/22/2026 and 
election worker training is ongoing. Treasurer Koester reported that tax bills should be mailed soon. 

Next Meeting  July 9th, 2026 

Adjourned @ 11:51 AM

These minutes are subject to approval at the 07/09/2026 meeting. A copy of these minutes is available in 
the Clerk’s office or online at whitewatertownshipmi.gov along with the ZOOM recording in its entirety. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wendy Hoeksema, Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.whitewatertownshipmi.gov/

