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DIRECTORY 

Whitewater Township Hall 
5777 Vinton Rd.  PO Box 159
Williamsburg, MI 49690
Phone: 231-267-5141
Fax: 231-267-9020
www.whitewatertownshipmi.gov

Supervisor 
Linda Slopsema ext. 23
supervisor@whitewatertownshipmi.gov
By Appointment Tues., Wed., Thur. 

Clerk 
Wendy Hoeksema ext. 24
clerk@whitewatertownshipmi.gov
Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Treasurer 
Jill Koester ext. 22
treasurer@whitewatertownshipmi.gov
Tuesday and Thursday, Noon to 5 p.m.

Trustee 
Randy Mielnik
Trustee01@whitewatertownshipmi.gov
231-534-2420

Trustee 
Tim Arends/Deputy Supervisor 
Trustee02@whitewatertownshipmi.gov
231-534-2421

Zoning Administrator 
Deb Graber ext. 21
zoning@whitewatertownshipmi.gov
Monday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Assessor 
Dawn Kuhns 231-409-1827
assessordawn@gmail.com
By Appointment

Fire Department 
911 Emergency
Chief Josh Morgan 231-267-5969
firechief@whitewatertownshipmi.gov

WILLIAMSBURG AMERICAN LEGION POST #289 
WILL HONOR OUR FALLEN ON 

MONDAY, MAY 25, 2026
The Deal-Ridgeway American Legion Post #289 of Williamsburg, Michigan, will 
host the 2026 Williamsburg Memorial Day Parade.  Ceremonies will be held at the 
Williamsburg Cemetery, Mill Creek, and Circle Hill Cemetery.

The Memorial Day Parade is scheduled for Monday, May 25, 2026.  We will muster 
at the Fire Station on Old M-72 around 9:00 AM and “march” about 9:30 AM. The 
Memorial Day luncheon picnic will be served at the Circle Hill Cemetery.  We will 
allow walking and driving this year because the bus service will not be available. 
This is a great event for our community, and we welcome your attendance.

The Williamsburg Memorial Day Parade honors our Fallen, so, please join your 
friends and neighbors for this Patriotic event in OUR community.

ANNUAL TOWNSHIP 
CLEANUP DAY 2026 
WHEN: JUNE 13, 2026 
8 AM to NOON 

WHERE: MILL CREEK 				  
ACADEMY – OLD M-72
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ROAD UPDATE  
 
Major road repairs are now underway on Cook Road and Skegemog Point Roads (North of M-72). The Grand Traverse 
County Road Commission has contracted with Elmers and Fahrner Asphalt to do road edge wedging and chip seal 
(emulsion, crushed rock, and fog seal) to extend the life of these roads approximately 10 years. The wedging has been 
completed.  Chip and seal will be applied after 5/15/2026. The last mile of Skegemog Point Road will be sent out for 
bid in early May, with construction likely in the early Fall.

County-wide road brining will begin the 1st week of June.

We all know road problems 
can surface at any time.  
You can help the Grand 
Traverse County Road 
Commission address 
these problems if you 
use their Citizen Problem 
Reporter directly.  From 
the home page of the 
Road Commission’s 
website (www.gtcrc.org), 
click the link at the top 
button labeled “Report a 
Concern.”   You can also 
access this same link from 
the Whitewater Township 
homepage under the 
calendar.  You may 
enter incidents such as 
potholes, standing water, 
traffic signal issues, trees, etc. The road commission uses this information to dispatch crews daily. Alternatively, you 
may call 231-922-4848.  Please note summer hours Monday – Thursday, 6 am to 4 pm. The office is closed on Friday.  If 
the situation poses an immediate danger, including missing or damaged stop signs, please call 911 immediately.  

WATCH WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ON YOUTUBE 

Whitewater Township meetings are now available 
to watch on YouTube. Residents can easily view the 
meetings by clicking the link on the Whitewater 
Township home page. You can watch meetings 
live or catch up later. To find upcoming meetings, 
please check the meeting calendar on the township 
homepage.

Grand Traverse County Road Commission Home Page
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CLERK UPDATE:

The Clerk’s office continues to perform essential 
behind-the-scenes work that keeps Township 
government operating efficiently, transparently, 
and in compliance with Michigan law. This 
includes overseeing meeting packets and 
agendas, correspondence, preparing minutes in 
accordance with the Open Meetings Act (OMA), 
and managing Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
requests, financial processing, preserving official 
records, and supporting election administration 
year-round.  This is done by maintaining voter 
files and verifying registrations.  Many residents 
have also stopped in with questions or to review 
records, and that engagement is encouraged!  
The Clerk’s office is the 
public’s office, and 
the Hall is open 
daily to discuss and 
provide access to 
public records and 
notary services. 

Looking ahead, 
the August 4th 
primary election is 
approaching fast! 
We are coordinating 
again with East 
Bay Township 
to have nine (9) 
consecutive days 
of early voting. The Clerk’s office is actively 
preparing by testing voting equipment, 
organizing election staff, securing ballots, and 
implementing procedures that prioritize security, 
accuracy, and transparency.  We understand 
that many residents have questions about voter 
identification requirements. Please be assured 
that election workers are thoroughly trained 
and that established guidelines are in place to 
ensure both accuracy and accessibility for all 
voters.  Community members are encouraged to 
get involved by serving as election workers — an 
important role in supporting fair and accessible 
elections. For more information or to volunteer, 
please get in touch with the Clerk’s office.

Treasurers Office:

The Whitewater Township Treasurer’s Office 
is pleased to share some updates with our 
residents.  The Township is now fully integrated 
with BSA Cloud software, allowing us to improve 
efficiency across all Township departments. This 
software upgrade has enhanced our ability to 
provide better service to Whitewater residents by 
streamlining internal processes.

The 2025 Property tax season is complete, anyone 
who still needs to make property tax payments 
should be directed to Grand Traverse County’s 
Treasurer at 231-922-4735.

A big change the Treasurer 
introduced this past year is 
the ability for taxpayers to 
make online payments by 
credit card. Many people 
took advantage of this 
convenient new option to 
make payments. If this is 
something that you want to 
learn more about, visit
www.bsaonline.com and 
navigate to find your 
property, or feel free to call 
our office, and we can assist 
you.

Your money is now working 
even harder for you! We have completely 
overhauled the Township Investment Policy.  After 
researching several strategies with numerous 
organizations, we chose Alden State Bank’s 
investment products for their higher rate of 
return and our ongoing relationship with them. 
The expected return will provide an increase of 
more than $50,000 per year over what we have 
received in the past for interest earned. 

Our office hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from Noon-5:00 p.m., and by appointment. 
We appreciate the Whitewater Township 
Community’s support. If you have any questions, 
you can always call us at 231-267-5141 x22.
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Planning Commission

The Planning Commission continues to support steps 
to ensure positive community development and 
redevelopment, working on two fronts. First, larger 
development projects are reviewed as proposed. 
Secondly, there is ongoing work to maintain the 
Master Plan and update regulations to align with it. 

Following a busy period of development project 
activity, recent months have seen more attention 
directed toward updating regulations.  This 
included work with our planning consultants to 
streamline development processes, clarify standards, 
increase flexibility, and encourage creativity in land 
development. It is grounded in the policies and 
priorities described in the Master Plan adopted last 
year. Additionally, time has been spent creating new 
ordinance language to address wineries and cideries. 
This is a substantial effort to balance the need for 
more farm-related commercial activity in agricultural 
areas to support profitability, and the goal of 
encouraging Agri-tourism.

Finally, the issue of Short-Term Rentals is top of mind 
for many, including Planning Commission members. 
In January, MSU assisted the Planning Commission 
in conducting a workshop on short-term rentals. This 
workshop was successful, well-attended, and yielded 
important information that now supports the next 
step: surveying residents to learn more about specific 
community attitudes. EPIC MRA has been hired to 
assist with developing survey questions and with 
developing survey methodology. The survey will 
include both a random phone survey and an online 
written form. Please stay tuned for more information, 
and most importantly, please take the opportunity 
to share your thoughts and ideas. If you get a call 
from EPIC MRA, please share what you think and help 
shape Whitewater’s 
short-term rental 
policy. This survey 
will launch in June, 
and results will be 
posted. Results from 
all community input 
will drive decisions  
concerning a 
potential Short-Term 
Rental Ordinance.

Fire Department 

The Fire Department will soon begin work funded 
through the FEMA Fire Prevention and Safety Grant. As 
part of this effort, we will offer site visits to residents 
interested in learning practical ways to reduce wildfire 
risk around their homes in the wildland-urban interface.

This tax season, the fire millage rate decreased to 1.25 
mills, down from 1.5.  Even with this reduction, your fire 
millage continues to fund a full-time Fire Chief in the 
office Monday through Friday, along with firefighter 
staffing from Friday night through Sunday morning. 
The department is also  actively exploring ways to add 
additional shift opportunities to meet growing service 
demands.

Call volume continues to rise, and the department is 
on pace to respond to more than 400 calls for service 
in 2026, underscoring the importance of maintaining 
strong coverage.  The department currently has 20 
members, with a median age of around 26 years, a 
major shift from just a few years ago, and a sign of a 
young, motivated team serving the township. Residents 
interested in becoming a firefighter or EMT are 
encouraged to stop by the station to learn more.

We are also excited to share that a new fire engine is 
expected to be delivered in the coming weeks, further 
improving our community’s response capability.

The department recently secured a 2 percent Tribal 
Grant to support firefighter safety and response 
capability. Grant funding includes $12,206 for new Fire 
Dex structural turnout gear and $5,413 for a new Seek 
Attack Pro thermal imaging camera. In total, the Fire 
Department secured approximately $76,000 in grant 
funding in 2025, helping offset equipment costs and 
improve service to the community.
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Short Term Rentals - Current Status

As reported in past newsletters, Whitewater Township does not 
now allow short term rentals.  In April, as part of a court case heard 
by the 86th District Court for the County of Grand Traverse, the 
court upheld the validity of this current prohibition of short term 
rentals.   

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR:

The Whitewater Township Zoning Ordinance is available on our 
website, along with the land-use permit application.  Whitewater 
Township has permissive zoning ordinances, which means that if 
a use is “use permitted by right” or “use permitted by special use 
permit,” it is allowed; if it is not listed in the ordinance, it is not 
allowed.  Short-term rentals are allowed at bed-and-breakfasts, 
commercial campgrounds, hotels, and motels, and may require a 
special-use permit.  Otherwise, short-term rentals are not currently 
allowed.  

If you are considering any type of improvement around your home 
or property that would increase square footage, height, change 
or increase in use, add a pole barn, or addition of a deck, be sure 
to contact the Zoning Administrator.  The zoning ordinance also 
regulates home-based businesses. It is important to know the 
required setbacks for your property’s side, front, and rear yards.  A 
land use permit is required prior to requesting a building permit 
from Grand Traverse County. 

The zoning administrator is available to review your project prior 
to submitting your application. The process begins by identifying 
your zoning district and reviewing permitted uses versus special 
uses that may require additional approvals from the Planning 
Commission or the Township Board.  A completed land use 
application describes what you intend to do, includes drawings of 
proposed buildings, shows existing structures on the site plan, and 
generally requires an application fee.  All of this material is 
submitted to the zoning administrator.   All structures require 
a land use permit from the township.  The structure’s size and 
location will determine whether a fee is required.

The role of the zoning administrator is to apply the ordinances 
(standards) our township has adopted. We live in a beautiful 
place, and working together, we can keep it that way. If 
you have questions, please call 231.267.541 x21 or cell 
231.499.1340.  The zoning administrator is in the office on 
Mondays from 8 to 4 or by appointment.

HOME OCCUPATIONS

Like most local zoning ordinances, 
the Whitewater Township Zoning 
Ordinance allows home-based 
businesses.  They are divided into 
two classes.  

Minor Home Occupations are 
conducted entirely within a 
residence and are operated by 
the occupants of the residence 
with no visible external evidence 
of the occupation.  These types 
of occupations do not require a 
permit from the Township and 
include activities such as internet 
sales, accounting, art, engineering, 
etc. 

Major Home Occupations 
can be conducted within the 
residence and/or an accessory 
building located on the property. 
Signage is allowed along with 
non-resident employees.  This 
type of occupation requires 
a special use permit from the 
Planning Commission and special 
conditions.  Examples include a 
hairdresser, retail shops (including 
antiques and gifts), and similar 
uses. 

Residents contemplating 
establishing, or expanding, a 
home occupation should contact 
the Zoning Administrator. 



Whitewater Township 
5777 Vinton Rd.  PO Box 159
Williamsburg, MI 49690

PARKS & RECREATION:

Whitewater Township Park will be open for 
camping from May 8 through October 25, 
and we are looking forward to another great 
season!   Be sure to mark your calendars for 
our annual Halloween Camping Weekend on 
Saturday, October 24. It’s always a fun, family-
friendly event you won’t want to miss!  

We’re excited to share that, new this year, the 
park will be accepting credit cards for your 
convenience.  In addition, the Township will 
replace sections of split-rail fencing at Hi Pray 
Park during the summer months. Community 
members interested in volunteering their 
time to assist with this project are invited 
to contact the Parks Manager at: 		
parkmanager@whitewatertownshipmi.gov.


