Whitewater Township

News

Spring 2010

This Newsletter can be found on
the Township Web-site:
whitewatertownship.org

Township News Briefs: by Larry Lake, Supervisor

Spring has come early this year
and with that time of year comes
some newsworthy items to share
with the community.

Township Clean Up Day News
- This year there will be two
separate days for clean up. The
first one will be on May 1% from
8:00 AM until 12:00 Noon at
the Mill Creek Elementary
School. The Township Board
will offer, by popular request, a
second day. That day will be
August 28" from 8:00 AM until
12:00 Noon also, at the Mill
Creek Elementary School.

Grand Traverse Band of
Ottawa and Chippewa
Indians Grant Award
Whitewater Township received
a $19,700 grant from the Grand
Traverse Band for fiscal year
2009/2010 to help install water
service to a possible future fire
station as well as the current fire
station. With this generous
grant and savings from a
previous grant, the Township
can proceed to install this
valuable service to the fire
station. No date has been set to
start the work. However, this
financial help is appreciated.

DTE Energy- Natural Gas
Update - As of this writing the
natural gas installation for

phase one is complete. I have
had several citizens report as
much as a fifty percent savings
on winter fuel bills. This is
good news and some day in the
future, the next phase will be
worked on.

Recognition of Outstanding
Citizen Efforts

Often we, as a society,
question what our government
and its officials are doing. In
the last year I have witnessed
some of the most outstanding
efforts put forward by our
representatives here in
Whitewater Township. An
example is the work that went
into the community survey late
last summer. Planning/ Zoning
Administrator Lesliec Meyers
led the effort along with Arnell
Boyd, Ardella Benak, Pat
Miller, Kim Mangus and
Vaughn Harshfield. 564
responses were received as a
result of the survey.

From the survey responses a
fine group of planning
commission representatives
each took an area of the survey
and worked with local experts
and interested citizens to
prepare implementation
recommendations for possible
inclusion in the updated

Township Master Plan. We
need to thank Julie Courtade,
Patrick Miller, Glenn Savage,
Matt Lyons, Kim  Magnus,
and Arnell Boyd for all the
work they so graciously
offered. So, if you see those
outstanding volunteers say
thanks for their efforts.

Another hard working commit-
tee is at this time working to
solve some important issues for
the Township. That group is
the Emergency Services
Committee headed up by
Trustee Arnell Boyd. This fine
group includes: Samantha
Blakeslee, Chuck Stewart, John
Goss, Patrick Miller, Lois
MacLean, Rod Kuncaitis,
David Galligan, and Tom
Emerson. This is a group of
very dedicated citizens. To
illustrate this dedication it
should be pointed out that they
turned down the pay the
Township offered and said they
took pride in serving their
community.

Wow! We can be proud of
that effort !

I Township Meetings — New Dates !!!! I

Township meeting notices and announcements are posted in a display case next to the entrance
door at the Township Hall and on our website: whitewatertownship.org. Meetings are held at
the Whitewater Township Hall, 5777 Vinton Road at 7:00 PM. All meetings are open to the

public.

Township Board meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month.

Planning Commission meets the 1st Wednesday of the month.

Zoning Board of Appeals meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month, as needed.

Historical Society meets the 4th Wednesday of each month, except Nov. and Dec. (no meeting).

With that good news, let me
thank one and all who have put
forth so much effort this last
year and invite anyone that
would like to get involved to do
S0.

ELECTIONS

With election consolidation,
elections are held four times
per year and each election is
conducted by the Township.
Whitewater Township will
conduct an election on May
4th for Board Positions for Elk
Rapids Schools. The Primary
election will be held on
August 3rd and the General
election on November 2nd.
For additional information on
elections, contact Clerk, Carol
Hockin at 231-267-5141, Ext
24,

Volunteers Needed

The Whitewater Township
Board is accepting applications
from residents who would be
interested in serving on the
following Township Boards
and Commissions:

Planning Commission - an
advisory body to the Township
Board on land use planning;
three-year term of office; meets
monthly with additional special
meetings.

Zoning Board of Appeals - a
body that provides the first step in
the zoning appeal process;
three-year term of office; meets
monthly.

Board of Review - a body that
reviews the assessment of real
property; two-year term of office;
meets March, July and December.




Whitewater
Township
Directory

5777 Vinton Road
P.O. Box 159
Williamsburg, Ml 49690
Phone 231-267-5141
Fax 231-267-9020

www.whitewatertownship.org

SUPERVISOR
Larry Lake ext. 23
wwtsuper@charterinternet.com

CLERK
Carol Hockin ext. 24
wwtclerk@charterinternet.com

TREASURER
Ardella Benak ext. 22
wwttreas@charterinternet.com

TRUSTEE
Arnell Boyd
Message 231-267-5141

TRUSTEE
Paul Hubbell
Message 231-267-5141

PLANNING/ZONING
ADMINISTRATOR
Leslie Meyers ext. 21
Monday through Wednesday
wwtzoning@charterinternet.com

ASSESSOR
Amy Jenema
231-632-3529
Hours: Ist & 3rd Tuesdays
2-5:00 PM
assessoramy(@gmail.com

FIRE/AMBULANCE
Fire Hall 231-267-5969
Non-Emergency

PARKS & RECREATION
Township Park
231-267-5091

PLANNING COMMISSION
Steve Zakrajsek, Chair
231-267-9386

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Luann Snider, Chair
231-883-3193

Whitewater Township Parks & Recreation

Hi Pray Park Pavilion

is available for family

# | gatherings, graduation

| parties and other events.
= 7 Rental of the pavilion

|ncludes use of the tennis courts, basketball

court and baseball field. (subject to league

schedule) The rental fee is $75.00.

full due on April 1*. All other camping reservations
for the 2010 camping season will be accepted
beginning April |, 2010, at the clerk’s office. After
May 14" all reservation calls will be handled by

park staff at 231 267-5091.

Friends of the Battle
Creek Natural Area are

. . i ]
Whitewater Township looking for volunteers!

Park will open for the
2010 season on May 14,
2010. The opening
weekend will be a free
clean up weekend.
Participating campers will camp free in ex-
change for cleaning the site they are camping
on. The park will close on October 10, 2010.
Reservations for the pavilion opened on
January 2, 2010, with payment due on April 2,
2010. There are still openings available for
weddings, family reunions or other
gatherings. Seasonal Camping reservations
opened on January 2, 2010 with payment in

If you are interested in
becoming a member of the
Friends of the Battle
Creek Natural Area, please contact Carol Hockin,
Clerk at 231-267-5141, ext. 24. A meeting of the
group will be scheduled in May and potential

projects will be discussed.

Lossie Road Nature Trail begins at Cook Road, a
short distance south of the Southwest corner of Elk
Lake and continues east and a little south to

Skegemog Point Road. It is approximately 3 miles in

length.

The Historical Society is currently work
ing on organizing the wealth of informa-
tion and photos that have been compiled
at Township Hall. We would appreciate
anything that you, your family or
neighbors might be able to share to help
keep the past alive and share it with
those of today. New members are al-
ways welcome. If you are unable to
attend, we can come to you. For more
information or to get involved, please
call Luann Snider at 231-883-3193 or

call the Township Hall.

Historical
Society

Railway Station located on Old M-72

Williamsburg

We are planning several field trips to historical sites this Summer. Please come join us in our
expeditions! This is an excellent time to learn more about the first settlers of our area. We’ll show you
Indian villages; first settlers land marks; historical treasures you probably were not even aware are in
your own backyards and neighborhoods. Great Summer adventures for the young and old.

Treasurers Corner - Ardella Benak

2010 CENSU§

2010 Census forms |t’3 ln Our HandS

are in the mail.
All persons living in the Township are
encouraged to complete and return your

The Treasurers office has made many changes to the
office creating more efficiency including the following:

e We have updated to computerized accounting.

form. The level of funding for your e  The Deputy Treasurer is now fully trained.
TOWHShlp'IS dependent on e We saved over $1500 in 2009 by sending receipts
everyone in the only upon request.
Township being Today, WIE Count!
| g
counted ! MFalilll iltt g::;k All 2009 taxes have been forwarded to the County. If
TODAY! you still owe 2009 taxes, please contact the County

g | Treasurer at 231-922-4735.

2010census. gov
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Fire Chief §&3
Randy Stites &

Tim Shaffer & Doug Straughen

Tim Shaffer, Doug Straughen, Tom Emerson,
Kyle Stites, Dawn Martin, Jeremy Jennett
Not Pictured: Tim Arbenowske & Graham Purvis

N

Tim Arbenowske

Do you know your Township Firemen and EMS personnel? If you pass them on the
street, would you recognize them? They are your neighbors and friends, the people
you can count on to be there when you have an emergency. Whether it’s in the
middle of the night or in the midst of a snowstorm, your emergency service workers
are Whitewater’s life line. Let's make sure we support them the way they support us in

our time of need. If you see one about town, stop to say thank you for their service. [ B ey Jennett |
Wildfire Season Dangers Volunteers Needed

Spring time is always a prime time for wild land fire danger to Grand Traverse Rural Fire Department

escalate due to the tinder-dry vegetation that is left after the snow Battalion #3 (Williamsburg,) and the

melts away. Experts are anticipating an extremely busy wild land fire Whitewater Township Ambulance Service are

season due to the drought like conditions that we are currently looking for people for fire and ambulance

experiencing. A longer than normal, as well as a hotter and drier, fire service. Emergency services are a very

season could last throughout the summer. The forecast through important part of our community and a strong

March, April and May calls for lower then normal precipitation. membership is vital.

Composting or mulching yard waste is recommended to avoid the fire ~ The commitment is great, but the rewards of
risk. Burn permits are currently being issued. Anyone who is planning  serving the community are invaluable and

on burning their yard waste or having a bonfire should have a water respected. Training is provided. If you are
source (garden hose is recommended) along with a metal shovel and interested, please send a letter of interest to
rake available. Be prepared and never leave the fire unattended. Be Supervisor Larry Lake at:

sure to douse completely with water before leaving. If the fire
escapes, you could be cited and could be responsible for damages
and costs to extinguish the fire. For Permits please call:

Deliver to: Township Hall, 5777 Vinton Rd.
866-922-2876 . -
Email: wwisuper@charterinternet.com

PO Box 159
Williamsburg, Ml 49690
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Randy Stites
Fire Chief
EMS
Coordinator

Jeremy Jennett, Dawn Martin, Doug Straughen, Kyle Stites, Tom Emerson, Tim Shaffer
Not Pictured: Tim Arbenowske, Graham Purvis & James Domagalski

Volunteers Needed Emerson
Toughest job you’ll ever love !
Most Rewarding Job you’ll ever have !
Satisfaction of knowing you’ve made a difference !
Join now for an opportunity to serve your community.

Ambulance Service

Significant Ambulance Facts:

®  90% of all emergency service personnel are cross trained
for both Fire and EMS

® Three of our EMS personnel are certified medical first
responders

®  Our current ambulance was purchased with the assistance of
grant money from the Grand Traverse Band in 1997

® The ambulance answered 101 medical and 15 rescue calls in 2009
® A replacement ambulance, fully equipped and ready for service exceeds $200,000




Emergency Services Committee

Call for Donations

Supervisor Lake requested
authorization on December 15, °
2009 from the Township Board for
the creation of an Emergency
Services Committee to review
current services and future needs.
The Committee has been meeting
since December 29 about every ten
days. Their charge is to review the
following and report back:
e  What services are needed
(Ambulance, Fire, Police)
e  What affiliations should be
utilized (Rural Fire, Metro
Fire, Independent, New

Alliance)?

What facilities will then be
needed? (Status Quo,
Additions or New
Construction)?

To date, the Committee has
prioritized the Township’s
needs in the following order:
Ambulance Service; Fire
Protection and Police Service.
They have also had presenta-
tions from North Flight EMS,
Rural Fire, Metro Fire,

Elk Rapids EMS, Milton
Township Fire, Peninsula Fire,
Bellaire Area Fire Authority
and the newly created Lake
City Area Fire Department. A
full report and presentation is
forthcoming. Our meeting
minutes, upcoming agendas and
other information can be
viewed on our website at
whitewatertownship.org.
Your comments are welcome.
We would love for you to join
us!

Mill Creek Elementary School
is collecting printer ink
cartridges as a fundraising
event. All kinds are being
accepted. Bring donations with
you on May 1st, 2010 clean up
day. A volunteer will be there
for collection. You may also
bring donations into the
Township Hall, we have a
donation can on the community
information table.

Your generous donations are
always appreciated!

SUEYASa)/Spamm—

Last fall the Township undertook a survey of all property owners to gather input for the upcoming re-write to the Master Plan (see
companion story). Of the 1425 surveys sent out, 564 were returned. This represents a 40% response rate! Here’s what we found:

° 44% wish for a quiet community in 10-20 years

. Most were generally positive with Township Services

° Few wish to pay for expanded services or programs

° 45% want the Township to plan for growth and development

° 50% do not wish to see the Village area redeveloped

° Full-time residents were more supportive of affordable housing

° 76% support agricultural based tourism

° 57% feel that home occupations should be encouraged

° There is support for more commercial amenities but not big box stores

° 72% were full time residents

o 62% support more stringent septic system regulations on waterfront homes

For the complete results visit our website at www.whitewatertownship.org

Whitewater Township’s Master Plan and You

it, regulate land use. The
master plan is not a zoning
document; therefore the
recommendations of the Plan
are only for guidance, not to

A master plan is a comprehensive
long range plan intended to guide
growth and development. It will
include analysis, recommenda-
tions and proposals on
population, economy, housing,
transportation, facilities and land
use. It is based on public input,
the survey, existing development,
physical characteristics, and social

regulate properties.

Master Planning is an orderly,
open approach to determining
Whitewater Township’s needs
and goals and develops
strategies to address those
needs and goals. The planning
process involves working with

and economic conditions.

The Master Plan is a policy based
document. It does not, nor can
four basic questions:

e  Where is Whitewater
Township now?

e How did Whitewater
Township get here?

e  Where does Whitewater
Township want to go?

e How do we get there?

The Planning Commission
began this process last summer
and the effort will be ongoing

for the next 18 months.

Please join or forward your
comments, suggestions and ideas
to Leslie Meyers at

wwtzoning@charterinternet.com

Or mail comments to:
Whitewater Township
PO Box 159

Williamsburg, Ml 49690

You may call and speak to:
Supervisor - Larry Lake
Clerk - Carol Hockin
Treasurer - Ardella Benak

231-267-5141




Code Enforcement

One question from the survey last fall addressed the issue of junk and blight throughout the Township. 79% of the respondents stated
that Junk/Trash should be a priority for the Township. 10% of respondents even took the time to leave a comment regarding the need
to clean up certain areas. If you or a neighbor has extra “stuff” visible to the general public, TAKE THE TIME TO UTILIZE
TOWNSHIP CLEAN-UP DAYS! Please note that violation letters will not be sent out until after the first clean-up day. Need
assistance hauling your “stuff?” Call Leslie at 231-267-5141 and she will assist with making arrangements.

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP
CLEAN-UP DAYS
Saturday May 1, 2010 &

Saturday August 28, 2010
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon at Mill Creek Elementary School on Old M-72

ITEMS TO BE ACCEPTED
Wood and Construction Debris (limit of 2 cubic yards) « Household
Furniture Metals ¢ Plastics ¢ Car/Truck Tires ($6 charge per tire)
Hot Water Heaters ¢ Large Appliances ¢ Titled Junk Vehicles

PLEASE BRING HELP FOR LARGER
ITEMS

ITEMS NOT TO BE ACCEPTED
Hazardous Waste *« Household Garbage * Brush ¢ Leaves Other Yard Waste ¢ Concrete

Volunteers are always Appreciated
RESIDENT ID IS REQUIRED!

Whitewater Township aresorted
tandard

P.O. Box 159 U.S. Postage

Williamsburg, MI 49690 PAID

Traverse City, MI
Permit No. 96

Visit us on the web at www.whitewatertownship.org
Provide us with your email address and receive Township Updates!
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