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Hi folks!

It is hard to believe more than 4 months have passed since I have taken the Oath of Office, but here we are
and it has been busy! I want to thank all those folks who have stepped forward providing assistance to this
administration, especially those who have volunteered their time. Everyone is striving for results and it shows!

Beyond the normal supervisor duties, I have undertaken the Zoning Administrator vacancy on an interim basis
for no additional compensation until the end of the 2012/2013 budget year. This board approved decision has
saved the taxpayers more than $16,000 this budget year alone. I also represent Whitewater Township resi-
dents on 6 boards and provide significant support to 4 of them.

Looking forward, the 2013/2014 budget is balanced, and for the first time ever includes funding for township
road repairs. The amount of money currently set aside for this fund is small. However, we will continue to
implement cost control measures focused on returning more of your tax dollars to the community.

Whitewater Township Park is set to open May 10th. A special thank you to Clerk Cheryl Walton and Park Rang-
ers Edie Deveneau, Peggy Quast and Dan Belanger for taking a personal interest in making the beginning of the
2013 park season a success. If you have suggestions, ideas or would like to help with the park, please contact

me at the Township Hall.

Phase 1 of the Williamsburg North natural gas project is in the funding stage and, if approved, will kick off in the
next couple of weeks and finish up October 1%, Please e-mail me if you live along Elk Lake Road north of Angell
Road and are interested receiving information on this valuable infrastructure. Also, please remember our local
mechanical contractors who can help prepare you for the switch to natural gas. Thank you to former Supervisor
Larry Lake for his work on this project.

At my request, GT County Road Commissioner Bill Mouser organized a preliminary meeting between the Grand
Traverse and Kalkaska County Road Commissions focused on solutions for Baggs Road. More information to
follow as it develops. If you have any special interest in our roadways, drop me an e-mail or phone call; let's
chat.

Projects in the discussion stage are sewer service and emergency services. Residents in the Vinton, Church and
Williamsburg Road areas are having difficulty maintaining their septic systems. Recent litigation between the
MDEQ and Michigan townships appear to put the townships on the short end of these cases. The Grand
Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians has offered to help us any way they can with this project.
Many issues, engineering and otherwise, will need to be addressed before final plans are made.

What's next for our community Emergency Services? Fire Captain Tim Arbenowske and Ambulance Coordinator
Dawn Martin have proposed to the full Township Board a plan providing for a small “wage” to be paid to our
emergency responders. The proposal calls for 2 responders (1 fire/1 ambulance) to be within 15 minutes of the
Fire Hall while “on call.” This plan is being used by several other townships who are struggling to provide the
best possible emergency response times to their residents.

Last but certainly not least, a new Fire Hall/Emergency Services building. This idea is very active among a sector
of our residents and deserves additional investigation. As before, our neighbors, the Grand Traverse Band of
Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, have offered to help with this project. If you have comments or recommenda-
tions on any of these major infrastructure endeavors, please feel free to call or e-mail me at the Township Hall.

In closing, I want to thank you for the privilege to serve as your Township Supervisor and to say how proud I
am to work with such dedicated people who want to move Williamsburg forward.

Respectfully,

Ron Fopp

Whitewater Township Supervisor




Treasurer’s Corner - Ardella Benak

Normal Office Hours at the Township Hall:

Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 10:00 am - 5:00 pm, other days by appointment.
Treasurer@Whitewatertownship.org * 231-267-5141 ext. 22

2012 tax season is at a close, settlement with the County went very well with no corrections or adjustments for our
Township. The 2013/2014 Budget has been completed and a public hearing was held on March 20, 2013 at the
Township Hall. The budget process is a lengthy process involving all board members. It is done once a year to plan
ahead for the financial well-being and stability of the Township as mandated by state law.

Summer Deferment applications can be found on the Township web page. If you have no internet access a copy
can be obtained from the Treasurer’s office. The Summer Deferment is due before taxes are due for the 2013 summer

tax season, September 14, 2013. Summer deferments allow you to pay your summer taxes after the September 14th
due date without interest. For more information on qualifying for the deferment contact the Treasurer’s office.

Principal Residence Exemptions (PRE) Affidavits (Homestead Exemptions) and Request to Rescind are due no
later than June 1, 2013. They can both be found on the Treasurer and Assessing web-page tabs.

Treasurer’s office accepts postmarks. Partial payments are accepted. When paying by CASH, please have the
exact amount of your tax bill. Remember to mark your return stub if you want a receipt mailed to you. If you do
not receive your Summer Tax bill by July 15, 2013, please notify the Treasurer’s office so we may send another.

Dates to Remember

Summer Deferments (on File) will be mailed
Summer 2013 Tax bills will be mailed
Summer Tax bills are due without interest by

Summer 2013 Deferment Forms due back to the township by

May 1, 2013
July 1, 2013
September 14, 2013
September 14, 2013

Please contact me if you should have any questions, I am always happy to help. d?'cdella d1 oBen.ak

2012 Taxes, Not including Special Assessments
$5,167,206.90 Collected
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2012 Total Taxes Levied S 5,548,971.40
2012 Taxes (not Incl SA) S  5,385,603.27
2012 Total Taxes Collected $ 5,167,206.90
School Operating S  1,211,658.40
State Equalized Tax (SET) $  1,025,076.66
GTC Allocated S 859,752.62
NMC College S 504,265.25
TBA ISD S 505,655.78
School Debt S 282,048.29
Fire SA (1 Mill) S 161,399.30
Library (TADL) S 189,157.01
MCF (Medical Care) S 112,469.20
WWT Allocated S 102,679.63
Commission on Aging S 85,270.81
BATA S 59,576.03
Admin Fee S 51,147.79
COA Senior Center S 17,050.13

Provide us with your email address and receive Township Updates
through the Monthly E-Letter. Contact: Treasurer@whitewatertownship.org

Special Assessments Collected 2012

WMDLS Roads $141,887.25
Miami Beach Sewer $ 12,272.34

Penalties & Interest Collected 2012

Interest paid to taxing units $ 6,057.72

Penalties paid to WWT $ 1,402.35
Delinquent 2012 Taxes

Personal Property Taxes $ 62810

Real Property Taxes Sent to Co.  $226,976.81



http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=787&id=100000744661156

“Details, Details” . . . From the Clerk

Happy Spring to Everyone!

Since taking office in November, there has been a huge amount of activity in the Clerk’s office. The variety of tasks in this
office translates into lots of new things for me to learn, but as a committed lifelong learner, I welcome these challenges. The
combination of these challenges and meeting and helping township residents has made the job interesting and enjoyable!

New Deputy Clerk: As of March 13th, as mandated, we have a new addition to the Clerk’s office. Terese Hooper has been
appointed Whitewater Township Deputy Clerk. She has lived in Whitewater Township for 41 years. She has 38 years of
payroll and accounts payable experience at Sara Lee. She currently works part-time in her brother’s business office and
volunteers at Father Fred. Many of you know her through her prior ownership of Hoop’s Market. Her vast knowledge and
work experience will be valuable in the Clerk’s office. Welcome aboard, Terese!

Elections: All registered voters in Whitewater Township will have an opportunity on May 7th to vote on an Elk Rapids Schools
operating millage renewal proposal. The wording of the proposal appears below. If you are not yet registered to vote, be sure
to stop by my office or the Secretary of State office on or before April 8, the last day to register to be eligible to vote on

May 7th.

Whitewater Township Park: On May 10th, the park opens for the season with the free camping weekend. In exchange for a
free 2-night stay, campers rake and pick up debris on their sites. Call the township offices at 231-267-5141 x25 to reserve a
site.

Township Website: Keep an eye out for a new and improved Whitewater Township website in the coming weeks! This
redesign of the township website will allow more information to be available to the public. The URL address will remain the
same, www.whitewatertownship.org.

Saving Taxpayer Dollars: Your new Township Board is actively seeking ways to save taxpayer money and reduce the cost of
government in Whitewater Township. Since November, nearly every department has had cost-cutting measures put into place,
amounting to savings already measured in the thousands of dollars. I have personally taken a 10% cut in pay by refusing to
participate in the township’s 100% taxpayer-funded pension plan, and my office will continue to look for ways to save taxpayer
dollars, which can then be redirected to a purpose benefitting all of Whitewater Township or returned to the taxpayers.

Township Board Information: Some residents have expressed an interest in receiving Township Board meeting packets
electronically in advance of our monthly meetings. These packets are usually ready 2-3 days before the meeting. If you would
like to receive board packets electronically, send an e-mail to clerk@whitewatertownship.org requesting to be added to the
Board Packets Group. To maintain your privacy, all emails will be sent blind carbon copy.

Clerk’s Office Hours: I'm usually at the Township Hall Monday through Friday, generally from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. I can be
reached by phone at 231-267-5141 x24 or by e-mail at clerk@whitewatertownship.org.

Please feel free to contact me with your questions or concerns, and thank you for the opportunity to serve the Whitewater
Township Community.

Cheryl Walton

Special Election — May 7, 2013

Elk Rapids School District - OPERATING MILLAGE RENEWAL PROPOSAL

This proposal will allow the school district to continue to levy the statutory rate of 18 mills on all property, except principal residence and
other property exempted by law, required for the school district to receive its revenue per pupil foundation allowance. The remaining 2
mills are only available to be levied to restore millage lost as a result of the reduction required by the “Headlee” amendment to the
Michigan Constitution of 1963 and will only be levied to the extent necessary to restore that reduction.

Shall the currently authorized millage rate limitation on the amount of taxes which may be assessed against all property, except principal
residence and other property exempted by law, in Elk Rapids Schools, Antrim, Grand Traverse and Kalkaska Counties, Michigan, be
renewed by 20 mills ($20.00 on each $1,000 of taxable valuation) for a period of 10 years, 2014 to 2023, inclusive, to provide funds for
operating purposes; the estimate of the revenue the school district will collect if the millage is approved and levied in 2014 is
approximately $7,345,000 (this is a renewal of millage which will expire with the 2013 tax levy)?

Please contact Elk Rapids Schools Business Manager Jeff Scroggins with any questions: 231-264-8692
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Township Meetings - New Dates !!!!

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP PARK

meetings are open to the public.

Township meeting notices and announcements are posted in a
display case next to the entrance door at the Township Hall and on
our website: whitewatertownship.org. Meetings are held at the
Whitewater Township Hall, 5777 Vinton Road at 7:00 PM. All

Township Board meets the 2nd Tuesday and 4th Tuesday of the month.
Planning Commission meets the 1st Wednesday of the month.

Zoning Board of Appeals meets the 4th Thursday of the month, as needed.
Historical Society meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month.

Parks & Rec Advisory Committee meets the 2nd Monday of each month.

Opening weekend at Whitewater Township Park will be
May 10th & 11th. Campers camp free in exchange for
raking their sites. Reservations for the 2013 camping
season began April 1st. Daily rates are $27.00 per night
for in season rates and $8.00 Reservation fee.

Reservations are also being taken for the pavilion at
Whitewater Township Park and for “HI” Pray Park.
These are great places for your family reunion or
company parties. For reservations for camping and
pavilion rentals call (231) 267-5141 ext. 25

Volunteers Needed

The Whitewater Township Board is
accepting applications from residents
who would be interested in serving on
the following Township Boards and
Commissions:

Planning Commission - an advisory body
to the Township Board on land use plan-
ning; three-year term of office; meets
monthly with additional special meetings.

Zoning Board of Appeals - a body that
provides the first step in the zoning appeal
process; three-year term of office; meets
monthly.

Board of Review - a body that reviews
the assessment of real property; two-year
term of office; meets March, July and De-
cember.

Parks & Recreation Advisory
Committee - an advisor body to the
Township Board on Parks & Recreation
planning; three-year term; meets monthly.

Please address all letters of application/
interest and any questions to Ron Popp,
Supervisor@whitewatertownship.org
(231) 267-5141 ext. 23

Wildfire Season Dangers !

Spring time is always a prime time for
wild land fire danger to escalate due to
the tinder-dry vegetation that is left
after the snow melts away. Experts are
anticipating an extremely busy wild land
fire season due to the drought like
conditions that we are currently
experiencing. A longer than normal, as
well as a hotter and drier, fire season
could last throughout the summer. We
are anticipating lower than normal
precipitation.

Composting or mulching yard waste is
recommended to avoid the fire risk.
Burn permits are currently being issued.
Anyone who is planning on burning their
yard waste or having a bonfire should
have a water source (garden hose is
recommended) along with a metal
shovel and rake available. Be prepared
and never leave the fire unattended. Be
sure to douse completely with water
before leaving. If the fire escapes, you
could be cited and could be responsible
for damages and costs to extinguish the
fire.

MONTHLY CALENDAR
APRIL 2013
4/3 Planning Commission
4/8 Parks & Rec Committee
4/9 Township Board Meeting
4/10  Historical Society Meeting
4/17  Special Planning Commission

Meeting

4/23  Township Board Meeting
MAY 2013
5/1 Planning Commission
5/7 Elk Rapids School Election
5/8 Historical Society Meeting
5/13  Parks & Rec Committee
5/14  Township Board Meeting
5/25 Zoning Board of Appeals
5/27 Memorial Day Parade
5/28 Township Board Meeting

The Historical Society

is currently working on organizing the wealth of information and
photos that have been compiled at Township Hall. We would
appreciate anything that you, your family or neighbors might be able
to share to help keep the past alive and share it with those of today.
New members are always welcome. If you are unable to attend, we
can come to you. For more information or to get involved, please call
Luann Snider at 231-883-3193 or call the Township Hall.

Williamsburg Railway Station Located on Old M-72 |




MASTERPLAN.... A LONG TIME COMING

The Township Planning Commission will use portions of the monthly meetings this
spring and summer to finalize the draft of the Master Plan. Community input during
these discussions is greatly appreciated and encouraged. Please check the
published agendas for topics that will be reviewed. When the draft is complete we will
send it on to the Township Board for review. The Planning Commission will address any
feedback provided by the Board and will set up public hearings later in the year.

Mickey Dean - Chairman WWT Planning Commission

HISTORY ... How Did We Get Here

The process initially began in 2004. In 2008, the proposed Plan and Zoning Ordinance was presented for public hearing. At that hearing,
with 200+ residents and property owners in attendance, it was made clear that Whitewater Township wanted a Master Plan that was a
grassroots effort, not one written by professionals with no ties to the community. The PC listened, the old plans were discarded and a
new course of action was developed. It was determined that the public should be involved as much as possible.

In order to determine where we are going, it is important to determine where we have been. What follows is a brief history of
zoning within the Township:

12/1966 - Residents present Township Board (TB) with a petition to adopt zoning.

12/24/1966 - Township Board (TB) adopts resolution to zone the Township.

02/25/1967 - TB adopts resolution establishing a 5 member Zoning Board to create a Zoning Ordinance (ZO).

04/1 5/1969 - Township Annual Meeting. Zoning Board (ZB) requests $1000.00 from the TB for printing, map making and publishing
of the proposed ZO. Motion is approved by the residents.

04/26/1969 - TB passes motion for ZB to present an interim ZO.

06/27/1970 - The TB tentatively approved the interim ZO with citizen review before final approval is granted.

07/25/1970 - Whitewater Township’s interim ZO is adopted by the TB.

12/23/1972 - Whitewater Township Zoning Ordinance—Ordinance #6 is adopted by TB.

06/15/1976 - Township Board establishes a PC, replacing the ZB.

History of the current Plan

06/2008 — The TB approves the concept of restarting the Master Plan re-write process.

07/2008 — PC begins discussions on utilizing a survey for a master plan.

11/2008 — Basic information survey included with the 12/2009 tax bills. This survey became the initial list-serve to be established.
2009-2010 Budget includes up to $12,000 for a Township-wide survey.

03/2009 — First PC Open House for the solicitation of public comment.

05/2009 — PC holds second Open House.

07/2009 — PC establishes an Request For Proposal (RFP) for consultants to work with a committee to draft a survey.

11/2009 — Survey results are presented to a joint meeting between the PC & TB.

01/2010 — Each PC member takes a topic and invites the public to subject driven meetings.

04/2010 — PC begins the process by sending letter of intent to plan to the proper agencies. The table of contents was established.
07/2010 — Draft of introduction established.

08/2010 — S.W.O.T. analysis begins on several topics. In order to accurately prepare the background section, census data needed.
09/2010 — Goals section drafted.

08/2011 — RC-1 History is presented.

10/2011 — PC directs ZA to provide a draft plan for review in early 2012.

01/2012 to Current — PC addresses plan.




SPRING INTO ACTION......

Please Take Our

Our Future Needs a Plan

When you think of spring, what comes to
mind? Maybe spring sports, walking, biking,
or relaxing at a natural area or flower garden
area? Wishing there were improvements of
existing land or recreation facilities?
Dreamed of having a safe area to walk, ride
or bike without cars to interfere? What do
you want your Parks and Recreation Land
used for? The Whitewater Township Parks
and Recreation Advisory Committee wants to
know what our community wants!

For the past 9 months we have evaluated our
existing land, parks and the recreations we
currently offer and what our previous plans
consisted of. The Recreation Master Plan has
expired, so we have been working on getting
this document updated. In order for our
township to apply for grants and other
funding, we must have a current Recreation
Plan in place. A major part of this plan is a
Capital Improvement Schedule, which
consists of how our Township wants to better
our community’s land use for the Parks and
Recreation areas.

The Parks & Rec Advisory Committee invites
you to contact us or please join us

May 13 and June 10 at 7 p.m.

at our regular meetings at the

Township Hall to give us your input.

Quick Survey

Please rate the level of importance from
1to 5 (1 being most important 5 being
least important to you).

=> Would you like to see a safe area
to walk or bike ?

= What improvements, additions,
changes would you like to see
made at Whitewater Township
Park ? (Boat launch, Pavilion facilities,
Camp Ground facilities, Walking trails

—> What changes or Improvements
would you like to see made to “Hi”
Pray Park recreation area ?
(Walking path, Upgraded playground
equipment, Organized Co-Ed or over 50
Softball league, Tennis league, updated
pavilion, new pavilion by the basketball &
tennis courts, etc.....)
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Our Whitewater Township Parks & |
Recreations areas include: The :
Whitewater Township Park, “Hi” Pray I
Park, Lossie Road Nature Trail, Petobego |
Natural Area and Battle Creek Natural :
Area. All of these are listed in further |
detail on the Whitewatertownship.org |
website. The Whitewater Township Park :
includes camping, boat launch and |
pavilion facilities. What improvements, :
additions or changes should be made at |
this park? The “Hi"” Pray Park recreation |
area includes sporting areas for tennis, :
basketball, softball, and T-ball. Could |
there be other uses or improvements to |
this prime location to better serve our :
community? We would love to hear |
ideas from the public. A walking pathis |
just one project that has been introduced :
in the past. Another idea: improvements |
to the Little League field and added safe :
play areas for kids on that side of the I
park. What do you think? |
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

!_

—> Improvements of existing land or
recreation facilities? (Trail mark-
ers, Chipped pathways, Trail maps
etc...)

— What do you want your Parks and
Recreation Land used for? Would
a Frisbee Disc Golf course be of
interest for the Township’s underutilized
Natural Areas ?

Contact any of the Advisory Committee
Members: Bill Mouser 264-9269, Melissa
Melton 267-9217, Bill Knapp 267-5797,
Denny Leach 384-0758, Brandon Hubbell.

Return Survey to Township
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Mzr. C’s Pub & Grill just what you've been waiting for, a place to meet family and
and friends for a relaxing time and a good meal reasonably priced. Full menu and Nightly
Dinner Specials. A variety of appetizers, 12 different taps of cold draft beer including Shorts
micro-brew. 12 large screen TV's so you'll never miss your favorite team again.

Come check us out for Lunch & Dinner.

Open from 11:00am to 10:00pm daily
9009 M-72 E. Williamsburg, MI

Acme Christian Thrift Store

Store Hours

& Food Pantry Tues-Fri 10 am—5 pm
Sat 10 am—3 pm
every Day Low Prices SATURDAY MAY 26TH, 2013
Clothing, Toys, Books, Household, 8925 M-72 E

(231) 938-2990 CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY

Get in on the GREAT DEALS ! SPECIALS on
‘N O propane refills (YES We Do That) & sunflower seed.
G ﬁ CHECK OUT our pet products, animal feed & bird seed prices.
SALES No need to waste gas driving when we have everything you’ll
I('J bol.q Inc. @ need at affordable prices.

STNCE 1959 Bring the Family for FREE Hamburgers, Hot Dogs & Pop

Furniture & Miscellaneous items

When yvou think tractors ... think Ginop Sales!
On M-68 On M-72 On M-32 = i8-5: -
n v - v oI Mon - Fri 8 - 5:30 ¢ Sat 8 -3 (231) 267-9010
200-344-4667 800-304-4667 877-334-4667 8976 E. M - 72 Fax: (231) 267-9252

www.GINOPSALES .com Williamsburg, Ml 49690 sfeed@att.net

8995 M 72 East

ﬁm 'J/ C%W ﬂ/ @mﬁfy, C%o Williamsburg, MI

(231) 267-5895

(&/% @”m, 3, ([; / m/ Monday thru Friday

9:30 am—5:30 pm

So much more then just a quilt shop! Over 3,500 plus bolts of fabrics, large selection of Patterns, Books,
Kits & Notions. Renee’s has unique gifts including locally made & hand-crafted soaps & lotions.

JOIN US FOR THE 6TH ANNUAL BOP AROUND THE BAY EVENT MAY 3rd 9:30 - 6 PM &
MAY 4th 9:30 - 4 PM (15% OFF SPECIAL)  Stop in for Refreshments & Glens Famous Cookies !

For a list of scheduled classes visit: www.reneeshouseofquilting.net

Rog's Garage & Off Road

Quality At A Fair Price
8470 Old M-72
Williamsburg, Mi 49690

I I
I I
I I
i |
i :
I I
I I
I I
2 J i |
= —r_ =5 I 1
I I
Engines, Brakes, Lifts Installed, Elec. Drive § § I swann 's Marke‘ |
Train,Gear Setup,Clutches = S E—— i y |
APRIL SPECIAL $10.00 OFF | | |

2 Wheel Drive Brake Jobs ! With this AD [ | COFFEE PUNCHCARD |
Roger Stites; Owner I 7 PUNCHE.S =1 FREE 16.01' COFFEE :
97 Years Exp. State & ASE Cert.  Phone: (231) 267-5588 & fiquor S Eeer kizza !

1
e neril Anto S&iLhek Repair Fax: (231) 267-5949 [ENLAIZES Phone (231) 267-5651 |
General Auto & ‘Truck Repair ( ) ' Williamsburg, MI 49690 Fax (231) 267-5659 |

To include your business in future listings, contact Treasurer@whitewatertownship.org or call (231) 267-5141 ext. 22




Memorial Day Services
The American Legion / Deal Ridgeway Post 289

Would like to invite you to attend the Memorial Day Services on Monday, May 27, 2013. |
gl
Assemble at Williamsburg Post Office 9:00 am and the March is to begin at 9:30 am H

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ANNUAL CLEAN-UP DAY Saturday May 4th 2013

8:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon at Mill Creek Elementary School on Old M-72

ITEMS TO BE ACCEPTED

Wood and Construction Debris (limit of 2 cubic yards) o
Household Furniture e Metals e Plastics o

Water Heaters ¢ Large Appliances e Titled Junk Vehicles

ITEMS NOT TO BE ACCEPTED

Hazardous Waste ® Household Garbage e Brush e Leaves
Other Yard Waste ¢ Concrete

PLEASE BRING HELP FOR LARGER ITEMS

. Volunteers are always Appreciated
Resident mm = \\

Fire & Ambulance Vehicles will be there, so
ID Is Requlred! bring the kids for a tour. Coffee & Donuts
provided by the Emergency Services Auxiliary. —1 \—




