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INTRODUCTION 

 

The Whitewater Township Recreation Plan has been created to protect and preserve for all 
future generations the unspoiled rural characteristics of the Township and to meet the 
community need for recreational facilities including parks, playing fields and trails, as well 
as undeveloped areas maintained in a natural state. 

 

The Grand Traverse region has become increasingly attractive as a destination for tourists, 
retirees and new residents.  Whitewater Township recognizes that it lies in an area of 
present and future growth and an area that is uniquely endowed with an abundance of 
natural resources.   

 

 

 

PLAN ADOPTION 

 

This Recreation Plan, adopted by the Whitewater Township Board on December 14, 2021, 
is intended to serve as a planning guide for Whitewater Township Parks and Recreational 
Facilities through December 31, 2025.  Implementation of this plan will play an important 
role in enhancing the quality of life for present and future residents, as well as visitors to the 
Township. 
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WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION GOALS 

 

• To protect and preserve Whitewater Township parks and recreational areas for all 
future generations of residents, the cleanliness and purity of its water, land and air; 
and to maintain, as much as possible, the unspoiled rural characteristics of township 
parks, including their forests, wetlands, water bodies, panoramic views, ridge lines, 
wildlife habitat and other landscape features.  To protect historically, 
archaeologically and ecologically sensitive and valuable areas. 
 

• To protect the township’s natural resources through cooperation with various 
environmental organizations that are active in the area. 
 

• To meet the community need for recreational facilities including parks, playing fields 
and trails, as well as undeveloped areas maintained in a natural state. 
 

• Provide safe broad community-based recreation opportunities that improve the 
overall quality of life for all residents of Whitewater Township. 

 
• Continue to improve and upgrade Whitewater Township recreational facilities so as 

to offer community parks that residents can be proud of. 
 

• Provide recreational opportunities for people with disabilities. The Township will 
continue to provide spaces for all residents to enjoy the natural environment through 
the provision of open and easily accessed areas.  Plan for a variety of recreational 
needs and preferences, and develop recreational opportunity for all residents, 
including complying with physical needs-based recreational standards.  

 
• Provide park and recreation facilities to help improve the health and fitness of 

Whitewater Township residents. 
 

• All Whitewater Township owned property and parks will be consistently and 
continuously maintained to ensure enjoyable user experiences for all, with 
improvements and updates being regularly assessed.  Support and maintain existing 
Township recreation lands and facilities and explore future opportunities for 
waterfront access and utilization in the Township, as funding becomes available. 

 
• Develop systems to meet future recreational needs of the Township. 

 
• To continually improve the quality of and the opportunities for recreation in 

Whitewater Township by reassessing community recreation needs, trends and 
characteristics. 
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COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 

 

Whitewater Township is located in northeastern Grand Traverse County in the State of 
Michigan.  The township totals 31,594 acres of which 49% is recreational land, and water 
comprises nearly 11% of the total.  The land is primarily rural with agricultural, forest, 
residential and recreational areas.  Commercial and industrial areas currently comprise a 
small portion of the Township along highway M-72.   

                     

Whitewater Township is bordered on the west by Acme and East Bay Townships (Grand 
Traverse County), on the south by Union Township (Grand Traverse County), on the east by 
Clearwater and Kalkaska Townships (Kalkaska County), and on the north by Elk Rapids 
Township (Antrim County).  Refer to the Grand Traverse County - Michigan Location map and 
the Whitewater Township - County Location map (see Appendixes A and B). 
 
Mill Creek Elementary of the Elk Rapids School District is located in the township. 

 

Further historical data is found on the Early History page (see Appendix C). 
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POPULATION SUMMARY 

 

2020 Census data will be incorporated as it becomes available.  The 2010 census shows 
that Whitewater Township has a population of 2,597 persons with 1,367 housing units and 
that 278 are housing units held for seasonal, recreational or occasional use. 

 

 
 

Whitewater Township has seen a 5.3% population growth from 2000 to 2010.  The areas 
of greatest growth are the population from 45 to 65 years and older.  As recreational 
needs for the entire population are formulated, attention should be given to assure that the 
needs of these population groups are met. 
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With the population growth in the Township, a sizable vacation population that resides in 
the Township, and increases in tourism in the Grand Traverse region, Whitewater Township 
recognizes the need to provide recreational programs and facilities to meet these needs.   

 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

 

Natural Resources  

 

The biggest attraction to the Grand Traverse region is the natural resources of the area 
including Grand Traverse Bay, many inland lakes, rivers, streams and forested areas and 
extensive state forest land (13-14,000 acres)  

 
As shown on the Whitewater Township Forests-Lakes-Rivers map (see Appendix D), the 
Township has several inland lakes including Elk and Skegemog Lakes, which are the largest.  
Others include Island Lake, Truax Lake, the five Sand Lakes, Twin Lakes, Bullhead Lake, 
Roots Lake, Dollar Lake and Strombolis Lake.  The North Branch of the Boardman River 
flows through the southeast portion of the Township.  Major creeks flowing through the 
Township include Williamsburg Creek, Battle Creek, Tobeco Creek, Mabel Creek and Bissel 
Creek. 
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The Grand Traverse Bay Watershed and the subwatersheds of Tobeco Creek, Elk River 
Chain of Lakes, Boardman River, and Yuba Creek encompass the township, as well as 1,236 
acres of wetlands, a factor in maintaining the water quality of the area.  Refer to the 
Whitewater Township Watershed Map (see Appendix E).   

 

The types of recreation that draw people to this region to enjoy these resources include 
boating, canoeing, kayaking, swimming, hiking, camping, biking, snowmobiling, cross country 
and downhill skiing, wildlife viewing, disc golfing, athletic fields, and hunting and fishing. 

 

 

Fish and Wildlife Resources  

 

Fishing has always been popular in the area and the lakes offer both warm and cold-water 
species.  Many types of trout including brown, brook, rainbow and lake trout, along with 
Atlantic salmon, are found in the Elk, Skegemog and Torch chain of lakes and connecting 
streams.  Many types of panfish are present in area lakes along with walleye, bass, pike 
and muskellunge. 

 

Wildlife of many types are found in this area including whitetail deer, black bear, 
porcupines, bobcats, fox, coyotes, skunks, rabbits, opossum, weasel, mink, muskrat, beaver, 
otter, badgers, woodchuck, woodcock, grouse, wild turkeys and squirrels.  Ducks, geese, 
swans, loons and other waterfowl abound in the area lakes, and many types of songbirds 
and birds of prey including Bald Eagles and Osprey are seen in the area.  

 

 

Climate  

 

Lake Michigan and Grand Traverse Bay have a moderating effect on the weather with 
cooler summers and warmer winters near the Bay.  Increased snow, or lake effect, is also 
prevalent in the township because of close proximity to Lake Michigan. 

The difference in weather conditions from season to season contributes to the enjoyment of 
diverse recreational activities in all four seasons. 
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Transportation Systems 

 

The Township is divided by the east/west state highway M-72 through the center of the 
township.  This is the only road that completely crosses from east to west.  In a similar 
fashion, the only north/south road that traverses the entire township is Williamsburg Road 
south of M-72 and Elk Lake Road north of M-72.    

 

Snowmobile trails and sections of the Shore to Shore and VASA Trails go through 
a portion of Whitewater Township.  A goal of Northern Michigan Mountain Biking 
Association is to extend the trail by connecting the VASA Trail to the Kalkaska area. 

 

Boat traffic can travel from Baggs Landing on Lake Skegemog or from Whitewater 
Township Park on Elk Lake to Elk Rapids or through the Torch River into Torch Lake.  This 
water tributary offers inlet into the Northwest Michigan Chain O Lakes system, a system that 
consists of 14 lakes and is over 75 miles long.  There is also access through designated 
locations within township parks to the Chain of Lakes Water Trail hosted by Paddle Antrim. 

 

Cherry Capital Airport is only 15 minutes away and provides jet service to the Grand 
Traverse region. 

 

Impact Summary 

 

As the Township plans recreational opportunities that will meet the needs of the community, 
the Township recognizes that protecting and preserving the rural character of our parks and 
their natural resources is an integral part of the recreational planning process. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

 

Current Funding Sources 

 

The parks and recreation function in Whitewater Township is divided financially into a Park 
Fund budget and a Recreation Fund budget. 
 
The Park Fund budget is for operations, maintenance and capital improvements at 
Whitewater Township Park.  Revenues for this fund come exclusively from user fees and 
items sold.  Transfers can be made from the Township General Fund, if necessary.  Grant 
funding has been another source of revenue from time to time. 
 

The Recreation Fund budget is for operations, maintenance and capital improvements for all 
other parks and recreation facilities in the Township.  Revenues for this fund come primarily 
from the General Fund.  There is minimal revenue from fees.  Grant funding has been 
another source of revenue from time to time. 

 

Annual and Projected Budgets for Operations, Maintenance and Capital Improvements 

 

Copies of the Park Fund and Recreation Fund adopted budgets for the 2021/2022 fiscal 
year (April 1 to March 31), are included.  (See Appendixes F & G)  

 

Staff Description and Organizational Chart 

 

The Whitewater Township Board is responsible for parks and recreation planning and 
program implementation.  The five-member elected Township Board consists of the 
supervisor, clerk, treasurer and two trustees.  The Township Board meets in regular monthly 
sessions and schedules special meetings as necessary.   

 

In 2012, Ordinance No. 48 was adopted by the Whitewater Township Board.  In Section II, 
Purpose, it states “An Ordinance to create a Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee for 
the Township of Whitewater, Grand Traverse County, Michigan, for the purpose of 
preparing, reviewing and updating a Recreation Plan for the Township Parks and  
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Recreation areas as a guide for recreational development within the Township for 
consideration by the Township Board.  Further, the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Committee shall recommend recreation programs, acquisitions and improvements to the 
Township Board as well as other duties that the Township Board may assign.” 
 

In 2003, the Township Board assigned additional duties of parks and recreation 
administration (i.e., manager) to the township clerk.  A delineation of duties was established 
by the Township Board in 2012.  In May 2015, a Parks and Recreation Administrator job 
description was approved by the township board.  A full-time administrator could be a 
future goal of the Township. 
 

Volunteer labor, such as Eagle Scouts or community members, are utilized as needed. 

 

Relationships with Other Agencies 

 

Whitewater Township recognizes and works with other agencies that are involved in 
recreation and water quality.  These agencies include: The Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa 
and Chippewa Indians, Acme Township, Milton and Clearwater Townships, Grand Traverse 
Regional Land Conservancy, TART Trails, Michigan DNR, Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE), Conservation Resource Alliance, Elk-
Skegemog Lakes Association, Paddle Antrim, Rotary Good Works, and Elk Rapids Youth 
Baseball 

 

Parks and Recreation Policies and Procedures 

 

The following information regarding policies and procedures that govern parks and 
recreation programs and facilities can be found in the Clerk’s office and on the Township 
website:     

• Whitewater Township Park Fee Schedule and Related Policies 
• “Hi” Pray Park Fee Schedule and Related Policies 
• Whitewater Township Park Policies and Rules 

 
 

 

https://www.whitewatertownship.org/whitewater-township-park.html
https://www.whitewatertownship.org/hi-pray-park.html
https://www.whitewatertownship.org/uploads/2/1/9/6/21966412/whitewater_township_park_policies_and_rules_rev_01.26.2022.pdf
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING AND PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS 
 
 

Plan Development Process, Key Persons Involved in the Process and Public 
Involvement Process 

 

The first recreational plan for Whitewater Township was prepared and adopted March 
1, 2003 by the Township Board.   With information compiled by Supervisor Sandra 
Beckwith and several residents, the development process began.     

 

The Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee (PRAC) was established in 2012.  They 
began to meet monthly to review and update the previous plan.  The process continued 
until culminating in the adoption of a 2016-2020 Recreation Plan on February 23, 
2016.  

 

The Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee began to meet mid-year 2020 to evaluate 
changes and updates needed in the plan.  In the fall of 2020, the Committee created a 
park improvement survey to gather public input on potential projects for the next 5-
year plan (See Appendix I for full report with results of survey). 

 

On September 13, 2021, the Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee approved 
Resolution #21-02 recommending adoption of Recreation Plan 2021-2025 to the 
Township Board.  The final draft plan was available at the township hall and on the 
township’s website from October 25, 2021 through December 14, 2021, for public 
review and comment.   

 

Notice of the Township Board’s December 14, 2021, Public Hearing on the 2021-2025 
Draft Recreation Plan was published in the Elk Rapids News on November 25, 2021, 
and in the Traverse City Record-Eagle on November 28, 2021.  Resolution #21-18 
Adoption of 2021-2025 Draft Recreation Plan was unanimously adopted on December 
14, 2021, by the Whitewater Township Board (4 board members present, 1 vacancy).   
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RECREATION INVENTORY 

 

 

Description/Inventory of Recreation Opportunities in Whitewater Township 

 

The Whitewater Township Recreational Properties map (see Appendix J) shows the location of 
recreation properties/facilities in the Township. 

 

1.  Whitewater Township Park  

 

Location:  Whitewater Township Park (WTP) is located on Park Road east of Elk Lake Road 
in section 15 of T28N, R9W.  This is in the north central portion of the township on the west 
shore of Elk Lake near the south end of the lake. 

Size:  117 acres. 

 

Physical Features:  Whitewater 
Township Park is a rolling parcel on 
the banks of Elk Lake that has a 
mixed vegetation cover with red 
pine plantation plantings, re-growth 
mixed forest, open area with scrub 
vegetation and turf areas.  It is the 
only public campground and boat 
launch on Elk Lake in Grand Traverse 
County. 

 

 

Facilities: 

• 55 campsites with electricity 

• Restroom facility in campground with showers (handicap accessible) 

• Potable water/sanitary station 
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• Play area in campground 

• Two lane asphalt boat ramp with parking 
area (handicap accessible) 

• Picnic pavilion with grills 

• Picnic area  

• Swimming/small beach area 

• Portable toilets to serve beach/picnic/boat 
launch area (handicap accessible) 

• Sand volleyball court 

• Nature trails for hiking and cross-country skiing 

 

Activities:  Camping, boating, fishing, playgrounds, 
picnicking, pavilion rental for group events, swimming, 
volleyball, hiking, cross country skiing, nature observation, 
trailhead to access Chain of Lakes Water Trail 
(www.paddleantrim.com/chain-of-lakes-water-trail/).  (See 
Appendix K. for Whitewater Township Park Trail Map.) 

 

Action Program: 

1. Boat launch expansion project including the addition of 2 launch ramps and a second 
dock, addition of boat trailer parking to accommodate heavy boat launch use, 
addition of a boat wash station to remove invasive species, and redirection of the 
flow of traffic.  This project is an approved DNR granted project that is currently in 
progress.  Expected completion spring 2022. 

2. Ranger station/service building/storage improvements would provide for more 
efficient administrative operations and more secure storage of equipment out of 
inclement weather. 

3. Replacement of the deteriorating vault toilets in beach/picnic/boat launch area 
would make use of the area more enjoyable. 

4. A courtesy dock at the waterfront away from the main boat launch will reduce 
congestion. 

5. The entrance road to the park is in poor condition and needs upgrading. 
6. The swimming access has deteriorated from water level and erosion. It is needed to 

be repaired, upgraded or a new location created.   
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7. The playground area near the pavilion was deemed unsafe and had to be removed.  
A new playground needs to be developed and installed.   

8. The aged pavilion near this beach area is also needing to be upgraded. 

 

These aforementioned Action Program items will meet the goal of continuing to 
improve and upgrade Whitewater Township recreational facilities so as to offer 
community parks that residents can be proud of.  This action program will also meet 
the goal of consistently and continually maintaining park property to ensure 
enjoyable user experiences for all. 

 

 

2. “Hi” Pray Park  

 

Location:   “Hi” Pray Park is located on the west side of Elk Lake Road just north of Old M-
72. 

 

Size:  12 acres. 

 

Physical Features:  “Hi” Pray Park is primarily a flat parcel with turf areas and a wooded 
area that is predominately pine.  
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Facilities: 

• One lighted ball field that is used for adult or youth baseball or softball with dugouts 
and bleachers 

• One smaller ball field that is used for softball or youth baseball with dugouts and 
bleachers 

• Building with restrooms and small picnic pavilion area with grills 

• Playground with climber, overhead ladder, swings, spinner, two slides, and sandbox 

• Benches around playground area, near tennis and basketball courts 

• Gravel parking lot of approximately 75 spaces  

• Tennis Court with Pickle Ball striping, tennis court backboard  

• Basketball Court 

• Batting cage with storage building 

   
 

Activities:  Softball, baseball, tennis, pickle ball, basketball, picnicking, dog walking 

 

Special Notes:  The majority of the property (8½ acres) was deeded to Whitewater 
Township from the Elk Rapids Public Schools in 1992 to be used for recreational purposes. 
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Action Program:  “Hi” Pray Park is an underdeveloped 
recreational area of much potential that is centrally located 
in the Township as well as being part of the Williamsburg 
village zoned district.  Development of a more diversified 
recreational facility would not only provide for community 
needs, but would help make Williamsburg a more viable 
village.  The “Hi” Pray Park recreational plan (See Appendix 
H)  was formulated as a guide for recreational development 
at the park. 

1. Dugouts are unsafe and need to be replaced.   

2. Bleachers are made of wood and have splintered and warped.  These need to be 
upgraded to aluminum type for a safe, no-maintenance bleacher system. 

3. Parking lot is in need of upgrading and improved landscaping. 

4. Develop a walking trail system around the perimeter. 

5. Other upgrades such as a community vegetable garden, veteran’s memorial, flower 
garden, etc. 

 

 

This action program meets the goals of meeting the community need for recreational 
facilities including parks, playing fields and trails, as well as undeveloped areas maintained 
in a natural state.  Also, providing safe broad community-based recreation opportunities 
that improve the overall quality of life for all residents of Whitewater Township. 

 

 



19 

 

3.  Lossie Road Nature Trail  

 

Location:  Lossie Road Nature Trail begins at Cook Road where a stone marker has been 
placed honoring Edra “Mickey” Galligan, township supervisor 1985 to 1992, for her 
diligent efforts in acquiring Lossie Road Nature Trail from the Grand Traverse County Road 
Commission in 1992.  The trail is a short distance south of the southwest corner of Elk Lake 
and continues east and slightly south to Skegemog Point Road. 

 

Size:  Approximately 3 miles in length.  

 

Physical Features:  Lossie Road Nature Trail is a narrow linear park bordering a mixture of 
wooded and open areas. 

 

Facilities: 

• Marked Trail 
• Parking area off Cook Road 

 

Activities:  Hiking, mountain biking, nature viewing, cross country 
skiing, hunting.  (See Appendix L for the Lossie Road Nature Trail 
Map) 



20 

 

 

Action Program:  Addition of parking areas and improvements to the trail surface are 
needed to allow for easier use. 

1. Trail map, kiosk, and trail signage improvements. 

2. Provide a solution for transitioning over wet area location on the west end to allow 
walkers easy access. 

3. Addition of parking areas. 

4. Improvement to trail surface and expanding width. 

 

This Action Program meets the goals of the community need for recreational facilities 
including parks and trails, as well as undeveloped areas maintained in a natural state, and 
will continue to improve and upgrade Whitewater Township recreational facilities so as to 
offer community parks that residents can be proud of. 

 

 

4.  Petobego Natural Area    

 

Location:  The property is located in the northwest corner of T28N, R9W, sections 8 and 17, 
in Whitewater Township.  Access is on Angell Road west of Elk Lake Road.  The property is 
adjacent to existing state-owned lands contained in the Petobego State Game Area and 
portions are within the State Game Area boundary. 

 

Size:  250 acres. 

 

Physical Features:  There are several ecological communities critical to the preservation of 
the natural, scenic and recreational resources of Tobeco Creek watershed within the area.  
Tobeco Creek flows through the property northward into the Petobego State Game Area 
which includes the Petobego Marsh and the Petobego Pond.  There is approximately 7,500 
feet of Tobeco Creek frontage, riparian wetlands, and uplands on both banks of Tobeco 
Creek.  There is a wide diversity of wetland types which include emergent marsh, cedar 
swamp, and northern shrub thicket which host a variety of important wetland dependent 
plant and animal species.  Forested wetland areas provide necessary thermal cover for 
white-tailed deer.  The adjacent upland slopes and grasslands provide habitat for nesting 
waterfowl, neo-tropical passerine birds, upland game and non-game species. 
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Facilities:  Parking Area 

 

Activities:  Small game hunting, deer hunting, migratory bird hunting, fishing, canoeing, 
kayaking, wildlife observation, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing.   

(See Appendixes M and N for Petobego Natural Area Aerial View and the Identification Map 
from the Management Plan) 

 

Special Notes:  Whitewater Township acquired this property with money secured in a grant 
from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and money raised through the 
coordinated efforts of the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy and Whitewater 
Township.  The Township, together with the Conservancy, will carry out a management 
program for the property. 

 

Action Program:  The property will be developed in accordance with the provisions set 
forth in the Petobego Natural Area Management Plan and as funding becomes available.  

1. The parking area surface improvement and boundary markers need to be added. 

2. Landscaping to remove brush/shrubs at roadside to have better visibility from the 
road. 

3. Creating a natural walking path. 

 

This Action Program meets the goals of the community need for recreational facilities 
including parks and trails, as well as undeveloped areas maintained in a natural state and 
protection of the township’s natural resources. 

 

 

5.  Petobego State Game Area  
 

A portion of the state-owned land that makes up the Petobego State Game Area is in 
Whitewater Township and is adjacent to the north boundary of the Petobego Natural Area.  
Tobeco Creek flows northward from the Natural Area into the State Game Area that 
includes the Petobego Marsh and the Petobego Pond (both of which are of state-wide 
significance as defined by the Michigan Natural Features Inventory), eventually emptying 
into Grand Traverse Bay. 
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 Battle Creek Natural Area   

 

The Battle Creek Natural Area is located at the south end 
of Elk Lake and includes 255 acres with approximately 
2300 feet of lake frontage.   The property lies 3.5 miles 
northeast of Williamsburg on the west side of Skegemog 
Point Road about one mile north of M-72.  The Lossie 
Road Nature Trail crosses the south end of the property 
providing two points of public access in addition to the main entrance located on Skegemog 
Point Road.  The creek contributes approximately six billion gallons of clean water to Elk 
Lake and is especially important to water quality because of the size and quality of the 
wetland complex surrounding it.  The wetlands are a valuable asset in the Elk Lake 
watershed and contributed to the naming of Battle Creek as a DNR-designated trout 
stream.  Exceptional habitat and wildlife viewing opportunities are found throughout the 
Natural Area.  Raptors, neo-tropical migrating songbirds, and a variety of waterfowl make 
use of the habitat provided by the creek and the large pond at the south end of Elk Lake.   
These winter yards provide critical thermal 
protection, food and cover for white-tailed deer 
during winters. 

 

Size:  255.12 acres 

 

Physical Features:  The Battle Creek Natural 
Area includes a variety of diverse habitats and 
vast ecological systems.  Battle Creek is a 
designated trout stream and one of the largest 
tributaries of Elk Lake.  There is a footbridge 
spanning the creek along Lossie Road Nature Trail to provide safe crossing of the creek.  
Battle Creek widens into a large pond prior to flowing into Elk Lake and provides rich 
habitat and breeding grounds for a wide variety of wildlife including fish, waterfowl, 
amphibians, and reptiles.  Huebner Pond and Dam is located in the southeast portion of the 
property on a tributary of Battle Creek and provides scenic viewing.  Other features 
include wetlands, a red pine plantation, upland forest and approximately one-half mile of 
frontage on Elk Lake.  This is one of the longest undeveloped shorelines remaining on Elk 
Lake.  The shoreline is low, forested and offers expansive views.  (See Appendix O for 
Battle Creek Natural Area Boundary Map) 
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Facilities:  Parking Area 

 

Activities:  Hunting, hiking, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, nature viewing, designated 
resting stop for the Chain of Lakes Water Trail (www.paddleantrim.com/chain-of-lakes-
water-trail/). 

 

Action Program:  The property will be developed in accordance with the provisions set 
forth in the Battle Creek Natural Area Management Plan and as funding becomes 
available.  Specifically provide land and water access to the trails, adding a viewing deck, 
and providing appropriate signage.  Note:  A severe straight-line storm in August 2015 
caused devastation in the way of downed trees and loss of previous trail system.  Most of the 
trails were cleaned up, but some of the original trail could not be located so an alternate trail 
was created. 

 

This Action Program meets the goals of protection of the township’s natural resources and 
community need for recreational facilities including parks and trails, as well as undeveloped 
areas maintained in a natural state.  Also, meeting the goal to support and maintain 
existing Township recreation lands and facilities and explore future opportunities for 
waterfront access and utilization in the Township. 

 

 

6.    Sand Lakes Quiet Area  

 

Sand Lakes Quiet Area is a large natural area owned by the State of Michigan featuring 
five small lakes accessible by trail only.  Several miles of nature trails traverse through the 
roughly 2,000 acre parcel.  The area is used extensively for hiking, cross-country skiing, 
fishing, camping and nature viewing.  With the interior of the Quiet Area closed to motor 
vehicles, a parking lot is located at the entrance for visitors.  Vault toilets are available for 
park users. 
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8.  Pere Marquette State Forest 

 

Approximately 13-14,000 acres of forested land, lakes, rivers and streams, including the 
North Branch of the Boardman River, are available for hiking, fishing, hunting, nature 
viewing, and canoeing, kayaking, cross-country skiing and snowmobiling. 

 

9.  Shore to Shore Trail 

 

This trail, used for horseback riding and hiking, runs from Lake Michigan to Lake Huron and 
passes through the southern end of the Township.  It is a primitive trail with no facilities or 
accommodations. 

 

10.  VASA Trail 

 

A portion of the VASA hiking, biking and skiing trail and the mountain biking annex passes 
through a small portion of the Township. 
 

 

11.  Baggs Landing Boat Ramp 

 

A State of Michigan owned facility with concrete launching ramp and parking lot on 
Skegemog Lake.  Vault toilets are located near the facility. 

 

 

12.  Samels Centennial Farm 

 

The Samels Centennial Farm is a 64 acre parcel located on Skegemog Point Road and 
bordering Skegemog Lake on the east.  On the National Register of Historic Places, the site 
has yielded artifacts of many Indian cultures, some dating back to 9,000 BC.  The family 
has entered into a trust agreement with the Archaeology Conservancy to preserve the entire 
farm, including the archaeological sites.  A local group, the Samels Family Heritage Society,  
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has a memorandum of agreement in place with the Archaeology Conservancy which 
provides for a lease of the surface of the property, farm buildings and equipment. 

 

13.  Mill Creek Elementary School 

 

A playground is available at the school.  An outdoor facility, the Mill Creek Environmental 
Center, is used mainly for educational purposes.  The school has a gym and the circular 
hallway is available for walking by township residents. 

 

14.  North Country National Scenic Trail 

 

This trail crosses seven northern states beginning in New York and ending in North Dakota.  
It passes through a small section of the township.  It is primitive with no accommodations. 

 
15.  Chain of Lakes Water Trail 

 

The Chain of Lakes Water Trail in Northwest Michigan is a 99+ mile inland water trail 
made up of 12 lakes and interconnected rivers which flow into the East Grand Traverse Bay 
of Lake Michigan.  This trail is hosted by Paddle Antrim, a non-profit organization working 
to protect water resources by connecting people through paddle sports.  The trail is 
recognized as a state-designated water trail.  The Michigan State Water Trail program is 
administered by the Department of Natural Resources.   

 

Description/Inventory of Recreation Opportunities Outside Whitewater Township 

 

In close proximity to Whitewater Township are several sensitive land areas:  

• Yuba Creek Natural Area 
• Maple Bay Park in Acme Township  
• Skegemog Lake Wildlife Area  
• The Seven Bridges in Clearwater Township   
• Guernsey Lake State Forest Campground to the east in Kalkaska Township 
• Muncie Lakes Pathway to the south in Union Township.   
• Several nearby golf courses 
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BARRIER-FREE COMPLIANCE 

 

Whitewater Township’s recreation facilities have been reviewed for barrier-free 
accessibility, and will be a criterion used when completing township projects.  The 
Whitewater Township Board will continue to look for ways to improve accessibility as 
barriers are identified and all accessibility improvements will conform to the required 
standards.  

  

ACTION PROGRAM 

 

We have evaluated and placed the Action Program information under the “Recreation 
Inventory” sections for each of the individual facilities. 
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS SCHEDULE 

Based on public input and the management plans, the following improvement schedule was 
generated in order of priority as of January 2021, including estimated cost.  Some work is 
in process or has been completed. 

 

1. Hi Pray Park – Improve ballfields, dugouts ($18,000) 
2. Whitewater Township Park - Boat launch/entryway improvements ($400,000) 
3. Lossie Road Nature Trail – Trail improvements/boardwalk over wet area ($20,000) 
4. Lossie Road Nature Trail – Upgrade walking bridge at Battle Creek ($10,000) 
5. Battle Creek – Making the existing trail a loop (instead of a dead-end) ($20,000) 
6. Battle Creek – Linking the trail to Lossie Trail ($150,000) 
7. Battle Creek - Re-establishing the trail to the lake ($50,000) 
8. Petobego – Improvements such as road access, parking area surface, signage 

($20,000)   
9. Lossie Road Nature Trail – Create parking areas at Skegemog Point Road entrance 

($37,000) 
10. Petobego – Establish walking trail ($20,000) 
11. Hi Pray Park – Upgrade playground equipment ($30,000) 
12. Hi Pray Park – Install walking trail ($90,000) 
13. Whitewater – Install courtesy dock at boat launch ($20,000)  
14. Whitewater Township Park – Install kayak/canoe/stand-up paddleboat launch 

($75,000) 
15. Whitewater Township Park – Replace ranger station ($36,000 = 480 sf x $75) 
16. Hi Pray Park – Improve southwest access driveway, parking, tree removal and brush 

cleanup ($20,000-$70,000) 
17. Whitewater Township Park – Upgrade pit toilets at boat launch ($30,000)  
18. Hi Pray Park – New bleachers ($8,000) 
19. Whitewater Township Park – Improve/pave Whitewater portion of Park Road 

($45,000/ $600,000)  
20. Hi Pray Park – Pave parking lot at Elk Lake Road entrance ($250,000)  
21. Develop disc golf course ($12,000) 

 

Long Term Planning Goals: 

Campground expansions 

Develop plan for feasibility of a marina at Whitewater Township Park 

Athletic complex – swimming, skating, etc. 
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APPROVED BY TWP BOARD 01/12/2021 

To: Whitewater Township Board 

From: Cheryl A. Goss, Parks & Recreation Administrator 

Date: 01/05/2021 

Re: Whitewater Township Park 2021 Dates and Rates 

2021 DATES 
The following recommendations are made with respect to the opening, closing, and free 
camping weekend dates for 2021 : 

• Park to open on Friday, May 7 
• Free camping weekend to take place May 7 through May 9 - two nights of free 

camping in exchange for picking up deb1is on sites 
• Park to close on Sunday, October 2 

An appropriate motion would be: Motion to designate the 2021 opening, closing, and free 
camping weekend dates as recommended by the Clerk. 

202!1 CAMPING RATES 
The following camping rates are recommended for 2021: 
• Off-peak season rate - $27 per night (May 9 through June 16) 
• Peak season rate - $32 per night (June 17 through September 5) 
• Additional adult sleeping units - $15 per night 
• Seasonal sites - $29 per night 

2021 MISCELLANEOUS RATES: 
The following miscellaneous rates are recommended for 2021: 
• Reservation fee $8 per reservation, nonrefundable 
• Ice $2 per bag 
• Wood $7 per bundle 
• Boat launch $5 daily, $5-10 camper, $20 annual resident, $40 annual non-resident 
• Pavilion $100 per day 
• Dump station $10 (non-campers) 
• Garbage $1 per bag 
• Storage $5 per night (per storage policy) 
• Cancel/change booking - $10 per booking 

An appropriate motion would be: Motion to approve 2021 Camping and Miscellaneous 
Rates as recommended by the Clerk. 

### 
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