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Amendment Review Application Zoaing Amendmét™

e
WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP Case No. A&7
5777 Vinton Road, PO Box 159 1?::"' ggz
Williamsburg MI 49690 ﬂwb

PH (231) 267-5141 Fax (231) 267-9020

Property Information

Parcel Number __X€-)3-109-D(7 - 30
Address [0S 3 FLi (AKE RD -, LIUAMSBURE MT Y9652

Zoning District Acres Current Use

Property Owner Information

Name Hoiiy 5 KewWerw Hosacon

Address (0353 ELE LAKE RD., WILLIANSBIZL M € yQ(G o
Phone 23i-akH- 0L O Fax 23i-24 —C733
EMAILS Coach hearth '9_@6_§~\m\v o

Applicant Information

Name__ (SAME as ABwg) —rF ROPen owNe
Address
Phone Fax

Description of Proposed Use (Use reverse side or attach pages as needed)
REDUEST T2 AMEND ZodiNe— orR M NANCE ALTWLE S0 “SPetiF cAtly
( €:) PENLES Spwt L NOT X CEED ( FEET ™ A MAGAM UM e 6T
of (1 Feet ) TOTHL FtoM sROuND LEVEL T8 TOP of mEWOWE,
G TNLLODES 5 PMNYLS, &ATE(S) POSTSaal LEHTING Of 70P oF PETS-
( SEE ATTAHED FormAlL REWOEST TO AMEND Siia— L ETTER)
I hereby attest that the information on thjs application form is, to the best of my

| hereby grant peimission for members of the Whitewater Township Planning
Commission and the Zoning Administrator to enter the above described property for the
purposes of gathering information related the this application.

Signature of Property Owner Date



Formal Request to Amend Whitewater
Township Zoning Ordinance Article 5.12

(Current Zoning Ordinance - Amendment 87 - Effective February 26, 2025)

July 7, 2025
Resubmitted: 07/16/2025 with Amendment Review Application (Ck #8501 for $300)

Whitewater Township Board
5777 Vinton Road (P.O. Box 159)
Williamsburg, Ml 49690

Dear Members of the Whitewater Township Board,

| hope this letter finds you well. We are Holly & Ken Hogarth, longtime residents of
Whitewater Township, Williamsburg, Michigan. We are writing to the Township Board
today as concerned members of our community to respectfully request a review and
reconsideration of Zoning Ordinance Article 5.12 as it currently stands within our
township’s municipal code.

introduction

We completely agree that Ordinances are the backbone of community governance,
providing structure and guidelines that influence daily life, property management,
business operations, and the general wellbeing of all residents. As our community
continues to grow and evolve, it is essential that our local ordinances remain relevant,
fair, and adaptive to the changing needs of our township’s residents. To that end, we
are submitting this formal request for the Whitewater Township Board to re-examine
Zoning Ordinance Article 5.12 and consider making amendments that reflect the
current realities and future aspirations of Williamsburg’s citizens.



Background and Rationale for Request

Over the years, Whitewater Township has demonstrated a commendable commitment
to upholding the highest standards of local governance, balancing the needs of
property owners, businesses, and the natural environment. However, as with any set of
regulations, there are times when certain provisions may become outdated or present
unintended consequences. After thorough review and consultation with fellow
residents, we have identified an issue within Article 5.12 that warrants further attention.

While we recognize the intent behind Article 5.12 may have been to address specific

concerns at the time of its adoption, it may have inadvertently limited opportunities for
responsible development, property use, and overall improved esthetics of property or
portion thereof, without creating a safety issue.

Specifically, we would like to propose a revision to one of the restrictive aspects within
Article 5.12, in this case (C.) that addresses fence height not to exceed 6 feet.

Zoning Ordinance Article 5.12

5.12 FENCES, RESIDENTIAL STANDARDS: A. Fences shall have the finished
side facing outward away from the property in which it is located. B. No fence
shall be erected within the 50-foot setback of any lakes, rivers, streams.

C. Fences shall not exceed a height of 6 feet. D. Prohibited fences include
barbed wire, electric charges, or fences with sharp materials located on top.

Recommended Revision: Increase maximum height of fence from 6 feet (aka:
72 inches) not to exceed 7 feet (aka: 84 inches) and clearly state all
measurements are from the ground to the top of the fence, including panels, gate
and posts with or without lighting post caps.

Personal Experience

As residents of Whitewater Township, MI - we are currently encountering this particular
zoning challenge after attempting to retain esthetic screening (from any items stored &/or
vehicles parked) in the same area previously not in compliance with a different zoning
requirement, in which we were required to remove a parking/storage area enclosure due
to its proximity to property lines. The roof, exterior walls and garage door were then
replaced with the current fence/gate now in question, which as previously stated in the
Land Use Permit Application is requested for esthetic screening purposes, as well as to
keep this area compliant with Article 5.05 OUTDOOR STORAGE.



5.05 OUTDOOR STORAGE No land in any of the foregoing districts shall be used in whole
or in part for the storage of unused or discarded equipment or materials, or for the storage
of unlicensed cars, salvage, waste and Junk outside of properly authorized buildings within
said districts, except as required for the storage of usable farm machinery necessary for
permitted agricultural uses and except as permitted in connection with a use otherwise
authorized in the Commercial and Industrial Districts.

Please note the new front facing panels were installed to accommodate a standard 6-
foot gate to be hung above ground level with gate wheels for additional support and
proper clearance allowing the gate to swing in both directions and avoid damage to the
gate from the concrete or recurring standing water below and ultimately to extend the life
of the gate in general. As a result, the fence/gate installed for esthetic screening of the
parking/storage area next to south end of pole barn measures approximately 78 inches
or 6.5 feet currently exceeding the 6-foot maximum height listed in Article 5.12.

We are recommending an increase in overall height requirement within Article 5.12.C
from the current (6 feet) or 72 inches to a proposed 84 inches or (7 feet). This
measurement would be from ground to the top of all fencing: gate, panels and posts
including those with lighted caps that would allow Whitewater Township citizens to
purchase standard fencing with or without lighted post caps and a gate that could be
installed with proper clearance and avoid closing issues but still have the option to add
lighted caps later and remain compliant with this proposed amendment to Article 5.12.
(Currently, there are not lighted caps on the fence in question on our property, so if the
amendment were only made not to exceed 6.5 feet, the addition of lighted caps at a later
date, would once again cause this fence/gate for esthetic screening to be out of
compliance and the reason we are recommending the revision of the total height listed
in Article 5.12 not to exceed 7 feet or 84 inches.

Conclusion and Request for Action

In closing, we appreciate the opportunity to submit this request to the Whitewater
Township Board and trust that the Board shares our commitment to fostering a vibrant
and forward-thinking community for all who call Whitewater Township home.

Therefore, we respectfully request that the Board place the review and potential
amendment of Ordinance Article 5.12 on an upcoming meeting agenda and initiate a
transparent process for evaluating possible changes. We are eager to participate in any
public hearings or discussions and would be happy to assist in any way that is helpful.



Thank you for your attention to this important matter and look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Holly & Kenneth Hogarth
10283 Elk Lake Road [Parcel No: 28-13-109-017-30]
Williamsburg, Ml 49690

231-218-5032 or Daytime: 231-264-6060 or Email: coachhogarth2@gmail.com



