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WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP
5777 Vinton Road. PO Box 159 « Williamsburg, MI 45690 « PH (231) 267-5141 Fax (231) 267:9(}20

Case No. <7,‘(00? Lf'* fj.g Date Rec. (’? / S / 463:29{ Fee: $250

%@é 17 nd” Aut

Property Information

Datc Filed: J 1 3 /ZOZ"{
. o0lo~ 29 whifeworfr
Tax 1D # 28 13-003 - Subdivision: N/A Lot# .~ Zoning District ﬁwﬂsh"ﬁ
5-‘-) ceolc PR !
Flood Plain. " Property Address: (v ,'I{.r'aMShVEf Ll LGBy car Property was Acquired:

Size of Lot: Front_|20F+~ Rear: 120F+F sige 1 75‘0{'{"\’ Sidl 75O'F+N
. P T
Present Use of Property: %\MQ\ Past Variances on Property in Question (Y /@ HPPYOA 5

If' So State Case No. and Resolution of Appeal: N } A-

Request Information

Request: D Dimensional Variance MUSC Variance |:] Ordinance Interpretation KIAppcal Zoning Administrator Decision

Description ()!‘chucst:BUildiﬂi\) o new deck ."F\V—-.l bﬂ-r'. ond shed . The ynuw AQ.C.L
UJ'I“ encvooch on I 19" seltback o Pl viovih. Pdreaéz.} ont o notarized

overoadimanty approval 1o Hre Aomeowner 40 b north. Now peed Q

YW TEACE of Gprove ! Font Fpt T board HF agRa s ol Whiewar-er
Square Feet of Existing Structure to be demolished (if any): 2 —_ A.('
Deck: 350F+ / orungs .

New Slruclure® N) If So, Size of Proposed Structure (Square Feet): 7 .Ts}hk/ Bur: /0/767(2
ed: gy r+*

New Addition to Existing Structure (Y /@ If So,

Size of Addition: NZ & Size of Existing Structure N/‘P\' Size of Existing Structure + Addition: NZ&

Ordinance in Question (if any): ]5 l Se']'baCt ﬁ’(yj/[ /IM # ( Ei{i/[ ZE%Q ?é éw

Owner/Applicant Information

Owner Name:,_Deywey  J. BOLK-QJ"

Mailing Address. 5150 Cook 20/ cll_\»:a)f'//'&/’/‘féul’ﬂ sawe /W [ z=pzl/9[99o

Phone: (Z3 | )384 2583 Fax. (ﬂ[ﬂ:)_@&-ﬂL Llij-l\/lailr d@n\f@j bmléeré?}m'/com
Applicant (if different from owner) N/ A+

Mailing Address. N, /A City: State: Zip:

phone: (Al N - NI rax NNV N/A- Evair /[f/ A

l|9‘i3c



-a
- "‘.
v e
-
»

W‘ NG NIGAVIAG

I
}
~ ~¥ g s
“. --‘\‘1'.‘..\,,?.': /\..o :1,,.‘-.
3 - ‘o
‘-3")“ \&-".':: *F“) B .'3
0

.
S R 5

K “-n N \‘\.}‘:\3}'\"'}\:‘?

0

R SR XY

. L. N
SR LSRR \

v s ‘.\
Ve,

L. -
3 ., . V. re
S 2RI 3}‘._1{;}5?’

~

A . . . -
. . &y
ARV AN NN R S SRR



For Whitewater Township
Zoning Board of Appeals
To Whom It May Concern,

Thank you for taking the time to look over our situation at 5950 Cook Rd Williamsburg, M! 49690, it is
much appreciated. Per Deb Graber, she advised me to write up a quick little history / backstory of our
property and its improvements. We bought the home in the Summer of 2017 from Ron Popp, the
current Whitewater Township supervisor. Since purchasing the home we have looked to make
improvements to the home both physically and aesthetically. After going through multiple years of IVF
treatments to finally get pregnant with our daughter Dallas; now 3 years old; we decided to make the
backyard a little "oasis" fun place for her and us. We have a pool in our enclosed fenced in area, and
have now added a deck, "tiki-bar" and a shed to hold pool floaties, as well as for a little changing area.
Many people, both family and friends, have enjoyed the new space with our daughter and us. Including
our neighbors to the North of us, Mike and Brenda Baker, who happen to also be my parents. Brenda is
also a member of the Whitewater Township Board of Review. The issue at hand is that the deck is
encroaching into the 15ft setback towards Mike and Brenda's property. Their address is 5982 Cook Rd
Williamsburg, M1 49690. | have included with this letter, the full site plan, as well as a copy of the
notorized document that Brenda signed stating that they have no issues with the placement of the deck,
nor its encroachment into the 15ft setback, nor the items within the 15ft setback. Deb Graber has the
official notarized document from my initial application. Due to a couple of different factors, the deck had
to be placed where it is to meet Michigan Mechanical Code, Michigan Electrical Code, and Grand
Traverse County Septic Codes in relation to where the pool also had to be placed for code purposes. As
well, to meet homeowners insurace rules; pool inside a fenced in space; the placement of everything
where it is now was necessary. | have included these State / County codes with this letter in another
letter titled: "Proof of Hardship." We love our home, our backyard, and the people that have come to
enjoy it with us. We feel like we should not have to make any drastic changes as we have made efforts
to meet all codes for placement of everything. As we've and our neighbors have said: "What are we
hurting? Who are we hurting? and Who is complaining?" Please review our site plan and our appeal with
an open and understanding mind. We're just regular people who are trying to enjoy our property as
much as we can.

a2 e

Print‘,mw 3— %“ w
Datei"S’ 2‘7/
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WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP VARIANCE APPLICATION
Application of Variance Power
USE VARIANCE WORKSHEET

Use Variance Criteria

Use Variance. The Zoning Board of Appeals may grant a use variance only upon finding that an unnecessary hardshi
exists. A use varlance is a variance that permits a use that is otherwise prohibited in a zoning district. A finding of an
unnecessary hardship shall require demonstration by the applicant of the following:

1. The property cannot be reasonably used for any purpose permitted in the zoning district without the
variance,

Is this condition met? Please explain: DUUE +O dee_ reS"ﬂ'!C'h ons d
conformit O yoviaywee 1S yequared 40 Pe
oble 4o Juse e properiy 0% desnred

2. The need for the variance is due to unique circumstances particular to the property and not generally
applicable in the area or to others properties in the same zoning district.
Is this condition met? Please explain:

S, e UL i oumSHnee S
yefevence Yo ckc'rhcal Juechamca/ D/umbmq

arnd home ouners cnsuranes  codels) ' 'a

VArrance (S regquezJ.

3. The problem and resulting need for the variance has not been self-created by the applicant and/or the
applicant’s predecessors.

Is this condition met? Pleaseexplaini /9’ OA/ eM /:S /If)7£ ‘Se/p -
created. Tk (S oide 1D Clecdrico wgrhan nl
/p/w%émg ,_and_homeowners  nsurasnce  odole(s).

4. The variance will not alter the essential character of the area. In determining whether the effect the variance
will have on the character of the area, the established type and pattern of land uses in the area and the
natural characteristic of the site and the surrounding area will be considered.

Is this condition met? /ease explain:

Essential canracter of She area il oA
éc elfpc %zc’ L THIS < an pveral (Orp YV ence st
4o Hhe home  aud as a resu/t’ e
owvda il olse fe [mpproved, 4

Page 3 of 5

PP UV U -

(

Yo%



Proof Of Hardship

Listed below are all reasons why the pool and deck had to be placed where they
were constructed due to code violations if the pool and deck were not placed
inside/within the 15ft setback; previously established by the Whitewater
Township Zoning administration.

National Electrical Code (NEC) (The current standard adopted by the Bureau of
Construction Codes, Electrical Division, for the State of Michigan, within the State
of Michigan Electrical Code, Grand Traverse County.) Electrical Inspector(s): Ken
Peltier: 231-995-6016, and Thomas Erickson: 231-995-6032

National Electric Code; Article 680.:

Overhead Electrical Lines: Utility power lines that run over a pool or spa must be
at least 22.5 feet vertically above the water level or base of a diving platform and
15 feet horizonally away; in all directions; from the edge of the water level. The

overhead power line running from the electrical pole to our home was

preexisting and the pool/deck was placed as close as possible to meet code, but

the pool/deck fell within the 15' setback as a result of the tight space of the
property.

International Fuel Gas Code (IFG) (The current standard adopted by the Bureau
of Construction Codes, Mechanical Divison, for the State of Michigan, within the

State of Michigan Mechanical Code, Grand Traverse County.) Mechanical
Inspector: Kevin Peabody, Office: 231-995-6011, Cell: 231-590-8394

International Fuel Gas Code; G2415.14(404.14):

Piping Underground Beneath Buildings/Structures: Piping installed underground
beneath buildings/structures is prohibited. The preexising underground gas line

runs directly underneath the overhead power line. Pool/deck placement was

made to conform to electrical code and mechanical code. Mechanical code
dictates no structure is to be constructed over an underground gas line.

i



Michigan Plumbing Code (The current standard adopted by the Bureau of
Construction Codes, Plumbing Divison, for the State of Michigan, within the State

of Michigan Plumbing Code, Grand Traverse County.) Plumbing Inspector: Corey
Hooper, Office: 231-995-6012

"Sanitary Code of Minimum Standards Regulating Sewage Disposal, Water
Supplies, and Sanitation of Habitable Buildings in Grand Traverse County
Michigan"

Section 2.431 Location:

E. No septic tank shall be placed where it is inaccessible for cleaning or inspection,
nor shall any structure be placed over any septic tank rendering in inaccessible for

cleaning or inspection Pool/deck was placed away from the septic tank and drain

field to conform to the sanitary code of Grand Traverse County of no structure
being placed over a septic system.

Michigan Homeowners Insurance

In Michigan, all homeowners insurance rules require that swimming pools be
surrounded by a fence, wall, or other barrier that is 48" tall. Our fence was
preexisting prior to the pool being installed. We placed the pool within the
fenced in backyard to conform to the rules set forth by homeowners insurance.

/a4



Variance Concerning Deck / Pool

at 5950 Cook Rd Williamsburg, Ml 49690

l, Brenda Baker, owner of the home / property at 5982 Cook Rd Williamsburg, Ml 49690, hereby
sign this document to give any variance / allowance of Denver Baker, owner of the home /
property at 5950 Cook Rd Williamsburg, MI 49690 to construct a pool / deck within the 15ft
setback of our property line per the zoning ordinance of Whitewater Township. | am in no way
in opposition to the construction of the pool / deck within the 15ft setback of our property line.
I am in no way in opposition of the structures within the 15ft setback per the zoning ordinance
of Whitewater Township.

Signaturew Date: ?’ /(ﬂ’ QL/

Print: /P)(.fn da %Ol k,f v/

Brenda Baker 5982 Cook Rd Williamsburg, MI 49690

Signature: ]7 Date: -1~ ZL"

Print: Dev\\le’r %"‘\W

Denver Baker 5950 Cook Rd Williamsburg, MI 49690

Signature: ///(/é"\/ Date: K’/é a4
Print: /éj',/U( S/YW//

Notary Public

KIRK SMALL
Notary Public - State of Michigan
County of Antrim

My Commission ires Jul 10
Acting in the Coui:yp _ﬁa_ﬂ:eg_

Clpy



— PROOE OF OWNERSHIP -

—

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP

ARDELLA BENAK RECEIPT IS VOID IF CHECK DOES FISCAL YEARS
PO BOX 100 NOT CLEAR _ i
WILLIAMSBURG MI 49690 L s, County, G104 1230124
Treasurer@Whitewatertownship.org D Sl e Township: ~ 04/01/24 - 03/31/25
231-267-5141 x 22 - School: 07/01/24 - 06/30/25
TAX RECEIPT - THANK YOU Deputy Treasurer Receipt# 00000202 State:  10/01/24 - 09/30/25
Property Number Taxable Value Assessed Value | Equalized Value
28-13-003-006-20 69.647 97.300 97.300 Taxing Unit Mills Tax
Tax Year Principal Principal Residence i Class School Mortgage NMC-OPERATING 1.01650 s
_ Residence % Value | District Code COUNTY 467100 325.32
Summer 2024 | 100.0000 69,647 401 05060 000A3 |NORTHED 2.87580 200.28
— BATA 0.47260 32.91
SQr;pCeOr-:JyK[;eDchOrll\f::oﬂt;CNR S$208.71 TOPOB, S 119.85', E 817.57', N 119.85', W 818.42'TO ER-ORERATING 1595040
OB EXC RD RW. SEC 3 T27N ROW ' o o o ' ER-DEBT20 1.60000 111.43
STATE ED 6.00000 417.88
™ Property Tax
Parcel #: 28-13-003-006-20 Administration Fee 11.58
TO: BAKER DENVER J & BRITTNEY N -
5950 COOK RD Chk# A3 072324 ‘
WILLIAMSBURG MI 49690 Int/Penalty 0.00
Amount Paid 07/23/24 1,170.20 |
BALA [ 0.00

m
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WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP

5777 Vinton Road * P.O. Box 159 « Williamsburg, MI 49690 (231)
267-5141 » FAX (231) 267-9020

July 23, 2024

Mr. Denver Baker
5950 Cook Road
Williamsburg, MI 49690

Re:  Construction without a Permit; Construction in the Setback
Parcel #28-13-003-006-20 | a/k/a: 5950 Cook Road — Williamsburg, Michigan 49690

Dear Mr. Baker,

It has come to my attention that an elevated deck was installed along with a covered Tiki Bar and a bathroom
attached to an outbuilding without zoning permits per the Whitewater Township Zoning Ordinance Article
12.11. Schedule of Regulations. In addition, you encroached on the side yard (north side) setback which is a
violation of the Whitewater Township Zoning Ordinance.

There is a fifteen (15) feet setback on the side yards that cannot have anything constructed per the ordinance.

Please remove any structures currently in the setbacks and apply for permits for structures inside the building
envelope that meet the setbacks. A complete site plan is required.

You may apply for a Zoning Board of Appeals variance for the setback encroachment, but note you would need
to prove hardship and that this issue was not self-created.

Please correct these violations within 30 days or August 23, 2024. Thanks for your cooperation in this matter.
Respectfully,

e

Deb Graber
Whitewater Township — Zoning Administrator
231.267.5141 x21

Attachments

pt



Date Received:

WE STRONGLY SUGGEST YOU CONSIDER A LAND SURVEY

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP

LAND USE PERMIT APPLICATION
LAND USE PERMITS ARE VALID FOR ONE (1) YEAR

y , Permit Numb.er;i(bﬁ/_ég

Owner

Agent

Name: DENVE_R gﬁ' KER lNr:'mlc:

Slreet:ngO CmK \ZD Street:

Ch}fW‘LLlnMSBUR@;M) Y3070
Pil:23! o ng = 26 9_3 Ph:

Emui]:dg ]Vg('; DO L’:Q’(;é !g! [_O..tl e Email:

Property Address: 5”5.0 COOK RD C\OI\ITLL— [ H-MSSU\Q Q: Ml L{ﬁ qu

Tax 1D #28-13- 0 3-00B . 2.0 oning District: Flood Zone:

2
Home: Garage: Accessory: x Size: 3% . lq 'F"' Bedrooms: Bathroom:
Basement: Poured Wall or Block Structure within 300 of Lake, River or Stream:

THIS PERMIT APPLICATION AND INSPECTIONS UNDER IT ARE NOT TO BE CONSTRUED AS ESTABLISHING LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY
FOR THE DESIGN OR CONSTRUCTION OF THE BUILDING, PREMISES OR SANITARY SYSTEM. PROPERTY OWNERS, BUILDERS AND
CONTRACTORS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR OTHER FEDERAL, STATE AND COUNTY CODE COMPLIANCE AND REASONABLE CARE IN

CONSTRUCTION.

TREASURER:

** ALL PROPERTY TAXES MUST BE CURRENT BEFORE A PERMIT IS ISSUED. **

DATE:

EMERGENCY PERSONNEL TRY THEIR BEST TO RESPOND TO CALLS IN A TIMELY MANNER, OFTEN WHILE NEGOTIATING DIFFICULT
TERRAIN. DEFICIENCIES IN YOUR PROPERTY ACCESS POINTS COULD INCREASE AND/OR SEVERELY LIMIT EMERGENCY RESPONSE

CAPABILITY.

Owner Slgnalurc

The undersigned agracs 1o the provisicns of this LAND USE PEARUT APPLICATION and also allows the ZONING/PLANNING DEPARTMENT personnel the right to
inspect the described property.

44 Q/GM-" Date: % ZD/ Z'L{ Agent:

Office Use Only:

P

Permit Description:

r

£
Date: a I£ /0‘(7' Approved: _____ orDenied:}A FeeTendered:ifﬁ- T Check #: /( rg

T ; g ) ﬁ

»ff‘ })/, 7 /

(231) 267-5141 (Ext. 21)

Zoning Administrator: W Date: ‘Ji'/p?q_//?/ Q?L

Permit Revised 01/30/18

15/24
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10/3/24, 1:15 PM 20240927 _125048.jpg

5504 oleeh/SHavs
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10/3/24, 1:16 PM 20240927_132535.jpg

View East +o U\)t’—s‘l—

154

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0f#search/baker?projector=1 17



10/3/24, 1:16 PM

20240927_125112.jpg
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10/3/24, 1:17 PM 20240927 _124838.jpg
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10/3/24, 1:17 PM

20240927_124826.jpg

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/O/#search/baker?projector=1

924

7



10/3/24, 1:17 PM 20240927_124823.jpg
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